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Victory in Trials
James 1:2-8

In this world, most people dream about what life would be like if everything was just perfect and you did not have to
worry about a thing. In other words, you had the perfect job, marriage, children, house, car, etc... Life was so perfect
that it never rained on any of your outdoor party events. Unfortunately, that is not the reality. We live in a world in
which everybody will go through some sort of trial in his or her life. From a biblical perspective, a trial is simply a
test of our faith and as Disciples we need to learn how to turn our trials into victories.

You may have seen bumper stickers or sayings like these: “When life hands you a lemon, make lemonade!” or “When
the going gets tough, the tough get going!” It is a lot easier to smile/smirk at those statements than to practice them.
However, the basic principle is sound and, in fact, Biblical. Throughout the Bible, there are people who turned defeat
into victory and trials into triumph. Instead of just being Victims, they became Victors!

James teaches us that we can have this same experience today, praise God! Whether we are dealing with trials on the
outside or temptations on the inside — through faith in God and Jesus Christ, we CAN experience Victory! James
points out that the key to having victory over your trials is to obey four imperatives:

1. Count (James 1:2) 2. Know (James 1:3) 3. Let (James 1:4) 4. Ask (James 1:5-8)

I. “Count it all joy, my brothers when you meet trials of various kinds” — James 1:2

Notice that James assumes that we all will experience trials. He does not say “if” or “when.” Because we are
Disciples, we must expect trials. Jesus tells us that in John 16:33 and Paul also reminds us in Acts 14:22. What
should our response be during a trial? “Count It All Joy!” This was the response of the Apostles in Acts 5:41.
Therefore, the first step in having victory in your trials is to immediately thank God and to adopt a joyful attitude!
Yes, this will be hard and that is why the 2™ imperative is so important:

I1. “Know that the testing of our faith produces steadfastness” — James 1:3

Having the right knowledge concerning the value of trials makes it possible to have a joyful attitude. We need to
understand that trials test our faith. Just as fire purifies gold, tested faith can bring out the best in us! Specifically,
faith tested produces patience/steadfastness.

II1. “Let steadfastness have its full effect” — James 1:4

To truly turn trials into victories, we must be steadfast and let patience do its work. Too often, we want to get our
trials or difficulties over with quickly. However, there are times when the best thing is to simply be patient and not
grumble or complain. When patience has had a chance to work, it will produce maturity!

IV. “Let him ask of God” — James 1:5-8

If we are lacking in wisdom, we must ask God for it! He has promised to give it liberally and He will not hold it
against us, for making such a request. In 1 Kings 3:7-12, Solomon’s request for wisdom was well pleasing to God. It
is through prayer that we ask God for Wisdom, which can then turn trials into victories. Proper prayer is prayer asked
in faith, with no doubt, otherwise the prayer will not be answered by God.

In closing, brothers and sisters, just remember that the key to turning trials into victories is having the knowledge and
perspective that adversity can accomplish much good. When this is done, even trials can be a source of joy!

In His Name,

Derek Peterson



“Speaking about what we have seen and heard...”  Mark 5:19  Family Matters

Christ in You
Ladi Davies

“But now, O LORD, You are our Father; we are the clay, and You are our potter, we are all the work of Your hand.” Isaiah 64:8 ESV

There is great comfort and joy to be gained from having ‘perspective.” A good Coach realizes just that. His team
could be challenged on every side, could complain at times about having extra practice, and some might even decide to
abandon the cause — and yet the Coach keeps working, not reneging, on the discipline and encouragement that the team
needs. Why? Well he evidently has his eye set on the finished article, on the molding of a team that could one day be
crowned as champions! The truly moving stories in life are always of those who struggled and fought on, despite what
seemed to be an endless barrage of challenges — they persevered as they ‘never’ lost sight of their goal. Family, it is the
same way with us --- as a Church, within our respective ministries and individually, we will continue to face all sorts of
difficulties/challenges --- emotionally, physically, and spiritually, and yet what is our call? To keep ‘perspective,” through
God’s Word, that it is all to an end: Glory! J

“And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one
degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.” 11 Corinthians 3:18 ESV

Family, ‘perspective,’ in the midst of our trials and challenges, is that we belong to our Father and He will never
leave us or forsake us (Hebrews 13:5); and that HE allows these challenges and trials to come, as they are part of his
means of molding us into the new creation that he has called us to be....the greater revealing of “Christ in you,” the hope
of glory! (Colossians 1:27). One day, dear family, (and that one day will be sooner than we know it) --- we will reach our
final destination and, as I John 3:2 says, “We shall be like Him” and gloriously “see Him as He is.” Amen! Yet, while
we labor, let us encourage one another NOT to lose ‘perspective,” but to allow Him to continue to mold our hearts... as a
Potter molds his clay. Love in Jesus.

“The Lord added to their number...” Acts 2:47  Baptisms
[DATE NAME TOWN
02/07/07 ceeeveeeeeiectecreee et Faith Dorleans.........c.ccccvevveeveenieniecieeennn, Stony Brook
03/03/07 ettt Tarcy Mapalo.......cccceceevenenieniniininenienenene St. James
03/04/07 . Thomas OKafor .........cccceevveeeveeecneeene. Rosedale, Queens
03/18/07 ettt Farrah Remy .......cccccvvvviviviiiienieciee, Old Westbury
03/18/07 et JOE WEY .o Central Islip

“They first gave themselves to the Lord...” 2 Corinthians 8:5

Weekly Budget: $ 8,000

DATE ATTENDANCE CONTRIBUTION
03/04/07 315 $ 9,292
03/11/07 290 $ 7,262
03/18/07 291 $ 10,995
03/25/07 290 $ 12,356




“But you are a chosen people, a holy nation...” 1 Peter 2:9 New Member Profile

By Steve Aponte Sr., Carole Mathews, and Adriana Loor

KERRY ROBINSON

Our new brother Kerry in Christ was first contacted by our brother in Christ Tyrone Shaw, while they
were working at Home Depot. Kerry soon began studying the Bible with Tyrone and realized that Jesus was the
answer that he was looking for. Not long after the studies, Kerry was baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for
the forgiveness of his sins on February 10, 2007. Praise the Lord!

Kerry, who is thirty five years young and single, was born in the West Indies, Jamaica, raised in Queens,
New York and currently lives in Jamaica, New York. Our brother was raised in a Jamaican background, grew
up in a household with four brothers and three sisters, and attended the “Church of God.” Kerry is currently
working as a cook for the N.Y.C. Board of Education. He enjoys football, reading, sports, and business news.
As for his spiritual goals are concerned, our brother wishes to grow more in the Lord. Welcome to the family,
brother!

Psalms 16:2 — “/ said to the Lord, ‘You are my Lord; apart from You I have no good thing.””

GRACE RUGARE MAVODZA

Our new sister in Christ Grace was first contacted by our brother in Christ Kenneth Morah, back in
December of 2006. Grace soon began studying the Bible with our Tisheeka Evans. She saw and realized the
signs in her life that showed her that she should become a disciple. She states, “At first I was scared, but, yet
cut by God’s Word, I understood that going to Him was the best decision I could ever make.” Not long after the
studies, Grace was baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of her sins on December 14, 2006.
Praise God!

Grace, who is twenty years young and single, was born in Zimbabwe, raised in several different places,
and currently lives in Whitestone, New York. Our sister comes from a Catholic background and lives in a
household with her parents and her fourteen year old brother. Grace is currently attending college and is
majoring in Biochemistry, in hope of one day (Lord Willing) becoming a dentist. She enjoys music, reading,
and going to the movies. As for her spiritual goals, our sister wishes to follow the Gospel and obey God’s
Word by preaching the Good News to others. Welcome, sister Grace, to the Lord’s Church!

Acts 2:36-38 - 36 ““Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified,
both Lord and Christ.” 37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the
other Apostles, ‘Brothers, what shall we do?’ 38 Peter replied, ‘Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.””



“But you are a chosen people, a holy nation...” 1 Peter 2:9 New Member Profile

By Steve Aponte Sr., Carole Mathews, and Adriana Loor

NIA PETERSON

Our new sister in Christ Nia was first approached by our sister in Christ Daphney, while she was on
campus at S.UN.Y Old Westbury back in the beginning of October, 2006. She soon began studying the Bible
with our sisters Daphney and Tisheeka Evans. Nia realized, during her studies, that she needed to be baptized
in order to be saved. Not long after the studies, Nia was baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness
of her sins on October 20, 2006. Praise God!

Nia, who is twenty years young and single, was born and raised in Staten Island, New York and currently
lives at the S.U.N.Y. Old Westbury College campus dormitory. Our sister comes from a non-religious
background and grew up in a household with one brother, who is twenty-one years old, and a sister, who is
twenty-three years old. Nia is currently attending S.U.N.Y Old Westbury so that she can finish her degree and
start a career. She enjoys reading and going to the movies. As for her spiritual goals, our sister wishes to
Preach God’s Word and to win her family over with the help of our Lord. Welcome, sister Nia, to the Lord’s
Kingdom!

Matthew 28:19-20 — 19 “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

NADIA TINTERA

Our new sister in Christ Nadia was first contacted by our brother in Christ Van Camberis, while working
at the same job site where Van was working. Nadia soon began studying the Bible with our sisters in Christ
Cindy Camberis and Dasha Aponte. Nadia saw that it was through Jesus that she can come to know the Truth.
Not long after the studies, Nadia was baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of her sins on
February 19, 2007. Praise God!

Nadia, who is married to our brother in Christ Mark, was born and raised in Manhattan, New York and
currently lives in Central Islip, New York. Our sister was raised in a Catholic background, comes from a
Trinidadian and Dominican background, and grew up in a household with two brothers and three sisters. Nadia
is currently a Health Inspector and is currently attending Stony Brook University for a Masters Degree. Nadia
enjoys knitting, exercising, cooking, baking, movies, and music. As for her spiritual goals, our sister wishes to
preach the Good News to the lost. Welcome to the body, sister!

Psalms 63:1 - “O God, You are my God, earnestly I seek you; my soul thirsts for You, my body longs for You, in
a dry and weary land where there is no water.”



“She shall be praised...” Proverbs 31:30

FAITHFUL ACCEPTANCE

Susan Wine

What do you do when you are faced with confusing or troubling circumstances? Maybe you’re experienc-
ing significant changes in some areas of your life — school, work, relationships, health, living situation, responsi-
bilities — and you’re unsure of how things are going to turn out. What is your response? Life changes are stress-
ful and usually evoke a variety of emotions: anxiety, fear, anger, confusion, frustration, discouragement, a sense
of loss, powerlessness... the list goes on. How do you deal with all these emotions, without letting them over-
whelm you? I have found some help by studying Jesus’ mother Mary’s response to huge changes in her life.
Mary was a woman who, like us, was not immune to her emotions, but the Scriptures give us insight into how she
was able to fulfill God’s plan for her, despite any troubling emotions that she had.

In the account, recorded in Luke 1:26-38, the angel Gabriel is sent by God to give Mary the news that she
was going to give birth to Jesus, the Son of God. When the angel first greeted Mary, her anxiety and confusion
are evident. Verse 29 says, “Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this
might be.” Then Gabriel gave her the stunning news that not only was she about to become pregnant, even
though she was unmarried, but that her child would be someone great and would be called the “Son of the Most
High!” Now Mary was really perplexed: She asked, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” Imagine how worri-
some and puzzling this news must have been! Mary’s whole life was drastically changing. While she may have
felt special in being chosen by God, she must have been in awe at the enormity of what was happening in her life.
Her mind must have been racing with questions — How exactly is this going to happen? When? What then? How
will everyone react? Can I really do this? Why me?

This is where the words of God’s messenger, the angel Gabriel, were instrumental in focusing Mary on
what she needed to set her mind on. Gabriel told Mary a number of very important truths:

Gabriel told Mary, “The Lord is with you.”

He called her “you who are highly favored” and told her, “You have found favor with God.”

He said, “Do not be afraid.”

Gabriel told Mary that the things that were to happen in her life would be done by God’s power:

“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.”

5. He shared with Mary a specific example of God’s power working in the life of someone close to
her. “Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to
be barren is in her six month.”

6. He reminded Mary that “Nothing is impossible with God.”

el S

The angel’s words comforted and helped Mary. She went from being “greatly troubled” to faithfully ac-
cepting God’s will for her. In verse 38, she responds, “I am the Lord’s servant... May it be to me as you have
said.” Later, Mary shared her joy with Elizabeth. Luke 1:46-55 tell of her exalting the Lord and rejoicing in the
great things God has done for her. Mary experienced distress and confusion, but ultimately responded in faith.
She was able to do this because she accepted the ministering that God provided, in the form of Gabriel. She ac-
cepted and responded to God’s Words and reminders of His power and love. She let the Truth penetrate her emo-
tion-filled heart.

When we are faced with confusing or troubling circumstances in our own lives, we need to be reminded of
these words that Gabriel spoke to Mary - things God reminds us of in His Word, over and over. God wants us to
know that He is with us and that we are in His favor and loved by Him. God tells us to not be afraid, but to be-
lieve in and rely upon His power. He provides us with an abundance of specific instances in the Bible, in our
lives, and in the lives of others, where we can clearly see His power working. Truly, nothing is impossible with
God!



“For the building up of the Body...” Ephesians 4:12

ANNOUNCEMENTS

We will not meet for Wednesday night Bible class on April 11" (Long Island and City).

Devotional Services : April 6™ and April 20" @ 8:00 PM, here in the chapel. Please come early to fellowship and to encourage one another.
Wo me n 6 s D aWill b2 Bel Baturday, May 19 ™ from 10:00 A.M. i 2:00 P.M. (check in from 9:00 AM. i 10:00 A.M.) at the Hilton
Long Island in Huntington, New York, wi t h t hi s ye &rCaud tti vearme ntgiTh¥ legisiratior fee i$ $80 p@&r person, with
registration before and after Sunday services from April 1% to April 22™. More information is available tI
http://www.licoc.org/WomensDay.htm

Mends Retreat atHoskH lsylthe Bast End Chuectmad Christ (Jim Condon is the Minister), will be April 13th through the 15™.
If you would like to order a cassette tape of a past sermon or seminar, please see Rob Dixon.

If you would like to send a Church bulletin or a Bible study to an interested relative/friend on a regular basis, please contact our brother Jack
Peisel.

All announcements should be submitted to Derek Peterson. Address/telephone changes can be e-mailed to directory@licoc.org.

Parking reminder - Public Safety has issued a statement requesting that all church members and visitors refrain from parking on any grass
areas beyond the parking lots surrounding the chapel. Thank you for your cooperation.

ADDRESS & TELEPHONE NUMBER CHANGES

Myron and Cheryl Freeland: 7 Artist Lake Drive, Middle Island, New York, 11953. Their new home number is: 631-775-7729.
Christopher and Phyllis Romano: 206 Lake Drive, Medford, New York, 11763. Their new home number is: 631-813-2921.

MISSIONARY SUPPORT
Py oTo] [oT0 =y (T3S ol (=TT U International
N R O T (I Y [T TS 1 (ST West Monroe, Louisiana
[ ] T = 1 o o PSSP India
(@Y= o (o IRST= T (o 1 [V El Salvador, Central America
“Your faith toward God has gone forth...” 1 Thessalonians 1:8

COMMUNITY BIBLE CLASS MINISTRIES

Long Island Ministry.....(Wednesday 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.)......Robert Carr........ (631) 348-7322
New York Institute of Technology Chapel, Carleton Avenue, Central Islip, N.Y.

City Ministry.............. (Wednesday 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.).....Pedro Gelabert ....(347) 392-4339
Individual House Churches

Spanish Ministry.....(Tuesday 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.)......Charlie Gémez........ (631) 772-2889
New York Institute of Technology Chapel, Carleton Avenue, Central Islip, N.Y.

UPCOMING KINGDOM EVENTS

For anyone wanting to use his/her vacation in a fruitful way, take a vacation to help bring souls to Jesus. :) Join a
“We Care Ministry” soul winning team and help bring people to the Lord. Learn the techniques of the “We Care
Ministry” team leaders: Larry West, Willie Tolison, and Bill Oden. Room and board will be provided. If you have
any questions or need more information, please contact Bob Carr.

We Care Campaign Itinerary

2007 Location
April 18-April 29 Fremont, CA
May 30-June 10 Waynesboro, VA
Oct 3 - Oct 14 Waterbury, CT




