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Mature, Complete, and Lacking in Nothing 
 

In Hebrews 11, the “faith” chapter, we have an amazing summary of some of the greatest 

things that God has done in the lives of the faithful, over the years.  As I read this chapter, I 

am always inspired by the great faithfulness of men and women who loved and feared God.  

In this chapter, we see the kind of faith that leads to sacrifice, boldness, great victory, 

perseverance, etc…  I would like to bring to your attention one blessing that stands at the 

very center of being a disciple.  In verse 34, we read of the faithful who, “quenched the fury of 

the flames, and escaped the edge of the sword; whose weakness was turned to strengthéò 

 

At the center of discipleship is a call to be changed into the likeness of Jesus.  Whatever you 

want to call them, your „weaknesses‟ or „growth areas‟, they can become your strengths!  

Like Ephesians 4:15 says, “Speaking the Truth in love, we will in all things grow up” until we 

are “MATURE AND COMPLETE, NOT LACKING ANYTHING” (James 1:4).  Look at Jesus!  

What was Jesus‟ strongest gift (encouraging, teaching, serving)?  Can you think of His 

weakest gift?  No!  Jesus was perfectly balanced and that is our goal in discipleship. 

 

Like we read in Hebrews 11, faithful people have an attitude of growth and change.  Have 

you been in Christ now for several months, even years, and you‟re more or less the same 

person you were when you first came to Christ?  If you did make changes at first, have you 

become stagnate in your growth?  Maybe you‟ve even regressed?  Over the years, I have 

heard God‟s call for great change in my own life.  I naturally like to talk and be very 

energetic, but God has called me to often hold my tongue and be quiet and still.  I‟m also 

naturally a very bold and confrontational person, but God has called me to balance that out 

with compassion and meekness. 

 

I encourage you to go to http://www.licoc.org/sg/Personality Inventory.htm and take the 

personality test (if you don‟t have internet access, ask someone to get you a copy).  This test 

will help you see clearly what are your strengths and your growth areas.  Remember, the 

goal is to be completely balanced.  Afterwards, click on „Personality Types‟ and it will give 

you an explanation of your personality type and the things that you probably need to work 

on.  Just a warning!  Don‟t try to work on everything at once.  Create a vision list of only two 

or three things, and focus on those specific areas, until those weaknesses are turned to 

strengths!  It will help to memorize verses that deal with your growth areas.  Remember to 

pray daily for God‟s help (Romans 8:26).  If you‟ve already done all this before, do it again 

and reflect on if and how‟ve you‟ve grown. 

 

Finally, as you work on your growth areas, don‟t forget about your „strengths‟ a.k.a. „gifts‟.  

We all have areas that we are naturally stronger in and God calls us to use them to build up 

the Kingdom.  It is our hope, though, that some day we will reach a point when we are not 

primarily known for one or two gifts, but we will be fully balanced and prepared for any 

good work (2 Timothy 2:21) being mature, complete, and lacking in nothing!  
 

All for His glory, 
 

Bryan Gray 

Monthly 

Bulletin CHURCH OF CHRIST

http://www.licoc.org/sg/Personality%20Inventory.htm


òThe Lord added to their numberéó          Acts 2:47       Baptisms  

òThey first gave themselves to the Lordéó          2 Corinthians 8:5  

Life is Blessed!☺ 
 

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons (daughters) of God.” 

Matthew 5:9 ESV 
 

          Itôs been a fantastic start, to the new campus year, as the Hand of our LORD is clearly evident!  We have already seen 4 

(possibly 5 or 6), by the time this is posted, committing their lives to the Lord Jesus.  We also have great spiritual growth, in some of 

the newer members, since last semester!  We had a great ñCampus kick offò session and were encouraged to see many of the newly 

baptized brethren, from the prior semester, still going strong ï praise be to God!  Stony Brook kicked off itsô weekly Bible discussions 

(Fall Semesterôs Theme: ñWhat is Love?ò based on 1 Corinthians 13:1-7) and have been blessed with very good and consistent turn 

outs.  We also recently commenced the weekly Wednesday eve Bible classes on the campus, which looks like it will be very fruitful in 

further enriching the new disciples, as well as catering to the more serious Bible students.  It all truly has been a joy!  The disciples at 

Old Westbury, Queensborough, and other campuses have been equally immersed. 

          One particular story, I would like to share, is of our new brother Nick Hendrickson (whom I met through another new brother 

Matt Diner).  They have been close friends since their youth, lived on the same street, have close families, etc...  Yet, though Matt 

studied the Bible first, he would actually get baptized after his friend.  Then to make our joy complete, both Nickôs parents expressed 

an interest in studying (after we had just baptized Nick at their home and in their pool)!  We quickly linked them with Derek and Adri-

enne Peterson and soon they also decided to obey the Gospel!  Yet, what was most moving was the fact that Nick baptized his father 

(now his younger brother in Christƽ).  Nickôs dad, Cliff, then immersed his wife right afterwards.  Praise be to our Lord, indeed!  

What joy!  Now Nick and Matt are both bringing others to us to study (one student might well be baptized tonight!ƽ)  Anyhow, letôs 

keep delighting ourselves in the Lord family and may the Lordôs Hand be experienced in each of your lives, to His glory! Amen! 

 

“The Lord's Hand was with them, and a great number of people believed and turned to the Lord.”  Acts 11:21 ESV 

 

In Christôs love, 

 

Brother Ladi Davies 

   Weekly Budget: $ 8,000 

DATE ATTENDANCE CONTRIBUTION 

11/04/07 301 $ 8,907 

11/11/07 274 $ 6,586 

11/18/07 287 $ 7,316 

11/25/07 282 $ 8,603 

 
 
 

 

10/12/07 .................................................. Wilfredo Torres ................................................... Melville 

11/10/07 ................................................... Ashaki Budden .......................................................Mastic 

11/11/07 .................................................... David Morris .............................................. Stony Brook 

11/12/07 ..................................................... Nelson Perla ................................................ Central Islip 

11/19/07 ................................................. Sunaiyana Yadav .....................................................Selden 
 

DATE NAME     TOWN 

òSpeaking about what we have seen and heard...ó       Mark 5:19      Family Matters 



CINDY CAMBERIS 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

          Our sister in Christ, Cindy Camberis, has been a disciple of Jesus Christ for twenty 

years!  She first learned of the Lordôs Church through her sister (who is also our sister in 

Christ) Carol Shlesinger.  Cindy was very resistant to God at first.  The Lord softened 

Cindyôs heart to Him, soon after she became pregnant with her second daughter.  She was 

overwhelmed by the awesome wonder of having a human being growing inside of her and 

was convinced of the Lordôs existence and power.  She began studying the Bible with her 

brother Roger Wine (our Youth Minister here at L.I.C.O.C.) and was then baptized on April 

6, 1987!  Praise God!  Cindy was completely amazed at how clear and forthright the 

teachings of Christ were.  She was thrilled to find the Truth, so easy to be seen and 

understood.  Cindy was truly in awe of Jesus and what He taught! 

          Our sister Cindy was born and raised on Long Island and has never lived anywhere 

else.  She is married to our brother Van Camberis and has four grown children.  Doug 

(twenty-three years old) graduated from college and is now working.  Rachel (twenty-two 

years old) and her husband Bryan Gray live in Connecticut, where Bryan is the Youth 

Minister at the Manchester Church of Christ.  Rachel and Bryanôs daughter Grace (one-year 

old) is Cindy and Vanôs first granddaughter.  Steve (twenty-one years old) is a Senior at Ohio 

Valley University in West Virginia (where he plays basketball).  Heather (twenty years old) 

is a Junior attending N.Y.I.T. at Old Westbury (where she plays softball). 

          Cindy enjoys playing sports and spending time together as a family.  Cindy and Van 

also keep busy with Isabel, their Weimeraner dog - especially since she is the only one of 

their ñchildrenò still at home full-time!  Cindy currently teaches in the Childrenôs Ministry, 

which is a pleasure for her since she ADORES children.  Her future spiritual goals include 

continuing to be more evangelistic and to keep getting to know Christ better and better.  

Cindyôs amazing faith and perseverance in the Lord truly encourage us all! 

 

Psalms 37:4 - ñDelight yourself in the LORD and He will give you the desires of your heart.ò 

òThey are keeping watch over your souls...ó Hebrews 13:17 Whoõs Who in the Church 



 

  By Steve Aponte Sr., Carole Mathews, and Adriana Loor 

 

 

                                   

RICHARD KUGBLENU  

 

          Our new brother in Christ Richard was first contacted by our brother in Christ Steven Davis, at S.U.N.Y. Old 

Westbury, back in March of 2007.  Steven invited Richard to study Godôs Word with our brother in Christ Kenneth 

Morah.  Richard was amazed to learn about what the Bible teaches on salvation and wanted to obey the Gospel and 

receive eternal life with Christ Jesus!  Not long after the studies, Richard was baptized in the name of Jesus Christ 

for the forgiveness of his sins on August 12, 2007.  All praises to the Lord for making this possible through His 

grace! 

          Richard, who is twenty-one years young and single, was born and raised in Ghana, later moved to Manhattan, 

and currently lives on campus at S.U.N.Y. Old Westbury, New York.  Our brother is of Ghanaian descent and comes 

from a Charismatic Christian background.  He grew up in a household with two younger sisters. 

          Richard is currently a Freshman at S.U.N.Y. Old Westbury, studying Pre-Med, and wishes to become a doctor 

one day, Lord Willing.  As for his hobbies, Richard enjoys playing soccer and has played for every school that he 

has attended (all the way up to college).  As for his spiritual goals, our brother has thought about possibly becoming 

a preacher some day (if the Lord wills).  For now, he simply wishes to please Him in all that he does.  We rejoice, 

along with the angels, that Richard has decided to become a disciple of the Most High God!  Welcome to the family, 

brother! 

 

Psalms 119:89-90 - ñYour Word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens.  Your faithfulness continues 

through all generations; You established the earth, and it endures.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FARAH REMY 
 

          Our new sister in Christ Farah was first contacted at S.U.N.Y Old Westbury by our sister in Christ Tisheeka 

Evans.  She invited her to study the Bible and she accepted the invitation with joy.  Soon afterwards, Farah began 

studying the Bible with our sister Tisheeka and Nia Peterson.  Farah saw that it was time to put Christ in her life.  

Not long after the studies, Farah was baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of her sins in March of 

2007.  Praise God! 

          Farah, who is nineteen years young and single, was born, raised, and currently resides in Brooklyn, New York.  

Our sister comes from a Haitian background and grew up in a household with two brothers and three sisters.  Farah 

is currently in school, studying to become a doctor.  As for her hobbies and interests, she enjoys jogging and writing.  

As for her spiritual goals, our sister wishes to grow in the Lord.  Welcome to the family, sister! 

 

Psalms 113:2 - ñLet the name of the Lord be praised, both now and forevermore!ò  

òBut you are a chosen people, a holy nation...ó 1 Peter 2:9     New Member Profile 



òShe shall be praisedéó          Proverbs 31:30 

Bearing Fruit 
By Bernadette Gomez 

 

Have you ever wondered how to live a life worthy of the Lord?  How can we make sure our lives are pleasing 

Him in every way?  Letôs read Colossians 1:10-12: ñAnd we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy 

of the Lord and may please Him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of 

God, being strengthened with all power according to His glorious might so that you may have great endur-

ance and patience, and joyfully giving thanks to the Father, Who has qualified you to share in the inheritance 

of the saints in the Kingdom of light.ò  According to this Scripture, when we are bearing fruit in every good 

work, when we are growing in the knowledge of God, and when we are being strengthened according to His 

glorious might, that is when we will live a life worthy of God and please Him in all that we do.  What is the 

result of your life?  Your fruit will determine if you are growing and being fertilized by Godôs Word. 

 

God will recognize you by your fruit (not your good intentions) as we see in Matthew 12:33: ñMake a tree 

good and its fruit will be good, or make a tree bad and its fruit will be bad, for a tree is recognized by its 

fruit.ò  God also reminds us of this in Matthew 7:16-20 and Luke 6:43-44. 

 

Before Christ, we bore fruit for death.  Letôs take a look at Romans 7:5 ñFor when we were controlled by the 

sinful nature, the sinful passions aroused by the law were at work in our bodies, so that we bore fruit for 

death.ò  But now that we are in Christ, God expects that we bear fruit for Him, as we read in Romans 7:4: 

ñSo, my brothers, you also died to the Law through the Body of Christ, that you might belong to another, to 

Him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit to God.ò 

 

We show ourselves to be Disciples of Christ and we give God glory when we bear much fruit, as we see in 

John 15:8:  ñThis is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be My disciples.ò 

 

When we bear fruit, we are demonstrating our repentance, as Luke 3:8 advises us: ñProduce fruit in keeping 

with repentance.  And do not begin to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father.ô  For I tell you that 

out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham.ò  Think about some excuses that you may use for 

not bearing fruit in a certain area of your life.  Ask the Holy Spirit to help you see any obstacles that you are 

putting in your way or any stubborn areas that you refuse to let go of. 

 

In each of our lives will come the time of the harvest.  There are consequences for each person that does not 

bear fruit.  Letôs take a look at a parable regarding this:  Luke 13:6-9, ñThen He told this parable: "A man 

had a fig tree, planted in his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it, but did not find any.  So he said to 

the man who took care of the vineyard, 'For three years now I've been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree 

and haven't found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?ô  ñ'Sir,ô the man replied, 'leave it alone for 

one more year, and I'll dig around it and fertilize it.  If it bears fruit next year, fine!  If not, then cut it down.ôò  

What do you learn from this parable?  We see that God is patient, but He expects us to bear fruit for Him. 

 

There are many examples of good fruit in the Scriptures.  Make a list of the various examples of fruit, from 

the following passages: Colossians 1:6, Hebrews 13:15, Philippians 1:11, Ephesians 5:8-10, Galatians 

5:22-23, and 1 Corinthians 13:4-8.  A little hint, after removing any duplicates, you should have 26 exam-

ples of fruit! 

 

In conclusion, meditate on John 15:4-8.  May you bear much fruit, as you apply His Word in your life! 



òFor the building up of the Bodyéó          Ephesians 4:12 

òYour faith toward God has gone forthéó          1 Thessalonians 1:8 

 

 

 

& We will not meet for Wednesday night Bible class on December 26th (Long Island and City). 
& Devotional Services :  December 7th and December 21st @ 8:00 P.M., here in the chapel.  Please come 
        early to fellowship and to encourage one another. 
& If you would like to order a cassette tape of a past sermon or seminar, please see Rob Dixon. 
& If you would like to send a Church bulletin or a Bible study to an interested relative/friend on a regular basis, 
        please contact our brother Jack Peisel. 
& We are now reserving the back two rows, to the left of the Lobby (closest to the menôs room) in the big 
        section, for the childrenôs classes on Sunday.  We are asking that if you are not teaching, please sit 
        elsewhere.  Thank you! 
& All announcements should be submitted to Derek Peterson.  Address/telephone changes can be e-mailed to 
        directory@licoc.org 
& Parking reminder - Public Safety has issued a statement requesting that all Church members and visitors 
        refrain  from parking on any grass areas beyond the parking lots surrounding the chapel.  Thank you for 
        your cooperation! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Z Apologetics Press ..........................................................................................................................International 
Z We Care Ministries......................................................................................................West Monroe, Louisiana 
Z Ron Clayton................................................................................................................................................India 
Z Oswaldo Sanchez................................................................................................El Salvador, Central America 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MISSIONARY SUPPORT 

 COMMUNITY BIBLE CLASS MINISTRIES 
 

 Long Island Ministry.....(Wednesday 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.)é...Robert Carré.é.(631) 348-7322 

New York Institute of Technology Chapel, Carleton Avenue, Central Islip, N.Y. 

 

 City Ministryéééé..(Wednesday 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.)é..Pedro Gelabert é.(347) 392-4339 

Individual House Churches 

                                                                                                                                                                             

Spanish Ministry.....(Tuesday 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.)é...Charlie G·mezé.é.(631) 772-2889 

New York Institute of Technology Chapel, Carleton Avenue, Central Islip, N.Y. 

 

UPCOMING KINGDOM EVENTS 
 

For anyone wanting to use his/her vacation in a fruitful way, take a vacation to help bring souls to Jesus. :)  Join a 

ñWe Care Ministryò soul winning team and help bring people to the Lord.  Learn the techniques of the ñWe Care 

Ministryò team leaders: Larry West, Willie Tolison, and Bill Oden.  Room and board will be provided.  If you have 

any questions or need more information, please contact Bob Carr. 
 

We Care Campaign Itinerary 

2007/2008 Location 

Feb 20 - March 2 Port Charlotte, FL 

April 16 - April 27 Abilene, TX 

May 21 - June 1 Williamsburg, VA 


