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Church Discipline

Robert Young Jr.

Church discipline is a topic that many of the Lords’ Churches would like to avoid. Some
think that it should only be applied in the case of sexual misconduct. Many of the Lord’s servants
think that Church discipline is antiquated and does not apply today. Unfortunately, to many
shepherds of the Lord’s Church are doing more harm than good, because they are not applying the
necessary discipline to the Church as God has ordained it to be applied. That is why I thank God
for the leaders of this congregation, who are willing to surrender to the Lord and apply Church
discipline to a brother or sister, despite how sad and disheartening it may be.

The main motivation for any Church, to even think about applying discipline for those
members who find themselves overwhelmed in certain sins, is LOVE. Unfortunately, many
immature brothers think that Church discipline, which usually manifests itself in disfellowship, is a
means of punishing or being harsh with those members who do not submit to Church leadership.
By No Means! The Bible teaches us clearly that Church discipline or disfellowship is: “so that the
sinful nature may be destroyed and his spirit [the spirit of that brother or sister maybe] saved on
the day of the Lord.” (1 Corinthians 5:5) And “don’t you know that a little yeast works through
the whole batch of dough?” (1 Corinthians 5:6) This to say that a brother or sister steeped in sin
may easily cause others to stumble and fall into that same sin. And what kind of leaders would we
be if we did not follow God’s directive on how to handle these matters? Would you be willing to
submit to leadership that did not stand firm in God’s Word? I think not!

Another reason why many people have so many questions about Church discipline/
disfellowship is because they don’t believe it works. They wonder how a brother or a sister,
weighed down by sin, will ever overcome without the fellowship of the believers. Well, some of
you may remember that about six years ago, [ was disfellowshipped for sexual immorality. During
the two months that I was away from the Body, I stood spiritually naked and alone before the
Lord. I realized that I had not made Jesus my Lord. In fact, I could say assuredly that I was
pretending to be a disciple because I would behave one way in the assembly and, behind closed
doors, act totally immoral with a continual lust for more. God needed to teach His son (me) a
lesson. So, before I reached the seat of judgment still caught in my sin, God gave me a physical
representation of my spiritual state in the Kingdom. After all, the Church and the Kingdom are
synonymous. So, being out of the Church let me know that I was out of the Kingdom because they
are one in the same. I also understood that Pedro and Charlie were God’s servants, acting on His
behalf, to love me through discipline. It was not Pedro Gelabert or Charlie Goémez who
disfellowshipped me, but it was the Lord. Understanding this, I prayed earnestly and meditated on
the Scriptures, day and night, pleading with the Lord to have mercy with me. And, as you can see,
He has been merciful with me in exceeding measure, restoring me to the Assembly and blessing
me with works of service.

In conclusion, whenever Church discipline is applied to a brother or a sister, do not interfere!
Your interference (phone calls, emails, unwarranted visits, etc...) may cost that brother or sister
their salvation. God is working on that person’s spirit so that they can be saved on the day of the
Lord. And that is why our leaders shepherd so diligently, so we can all make it to heaven.
AMEN!!!



“Speaking about what we have seen and heard...”  Mark 5:19  Family Matters

ALL MEN WILL KNOW THAT WE ARE HIS DISCIPLES

We have many visitors come and visit our Spanish services on Sunday mornings. Some of them come
and go. When I ask them what they thought of the worship service, I get various responses, but they seem to all
agree on one thing: there is love in this Church. How could there not be love? It is Christ’s Church!!! The love
that they witness, when they visit us, has drawn many of them to come back and to eventually become baptized.
They are drawn to it because they are seeing Jesus. There are many signs of a true Church, but at the top of the
list is love. Jesus said so, in John 13:34-35: “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved
you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you love one an-
other.” Love is a command, but it also flows naturally from those who know Jesus and are led by the Spirit.

I thank God for those who showed me the love of Jesus when, I first visited worship services here 14
years ago. Even though my flesh wanted to reject it, [ was drawn to it. I didn’t fully understand everything that
I was hearing, but for some reason I came back. Now I know the reason. God was drawing me near through
something that I had never experienced in the world: God’s love shown to me by other people. Their love for
God was demonstrated in many ways. They loved the Truth of God’s Word and they loved one another sin-
cerely because of what Jesus did for them on the Cross. I knew right away that I wanted to be a part of it.
When I saw the love that God was inviting me to experience first hand, I couldn’t refuse. So, when someone
visits our Spanish services, we make sure that they feel the same way. That should be our goal for everyone
that comes into contact with us. They should know that we are His disciples, by our love.

Charlie Gomez

“The Lord added to their number...” Acts 2:47  Baptisms
[DATE NAME TOWN
05/07/07 oo Gordon Palmer ..........ccccceceeeneee. Springfield Gardens
05/12/07 oo Colinda Taylor ......ccccveevieeeriieeiee e, Coram
05/20/07 oo Maria Calderon...........cccceeveeennennee. Jamaica, Queens

“They first gave themselves to the Lord...” 2 Corinthians 8:5

Weekly Budget: $ 8,000

DATE ATTENDANCE CONTRIBUTION
06/03/07 278 $ 7,662
06/10/07 296 $ 8,374
06/17/07 334 $ 8,422
06/24/07 286 $ 7,163




“But you are a chosen people, a holy nation...” 1 Peter 2:9 New Member Profile

By Steve Aponte Sr., Carole Mathews, and Adriana Loor

THOMAS OKAFOR

Our new brother in Christ Thomas was first contacted by our brother in Christ Kenneth
Morah, whose uncle introduced them to each other. Thomas soon began studying the Bible
with our brothers J.P Garcy and Kenneth Morah. Thomas saw that he needed Christ in his life
and, not long after the studies, he was baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness
of his sins on March 4, 2007. Praise God!

Thomas, who is forty years young, is married and has one son. He was born and raised in
Nigeria, Africa and currently lives in Rosedale, New York. As a Nigerian, Thomas was raised
in the Catholic faith. He is currently studying to become a Computer Programmer. Thomas
enjoys reading and walking. As for his spiritual goals, our brother wishes to continue to do
more studies, so that he can draw closer to God. Welcome to the family, brother!

Proverbs 16:3 - “Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and your plans will succeed.”

JUDY MARTIN

Our new sister in Christ Judy was first contacted by our sister Adrienne Peterson. Judy
soon began studying the Bible with Adrienne and our sister in Christ Dorothy Williams. She
realized that she was lost without God and, not long after the studies, Judy was baptized in the
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of her sins on February 20, 2007. Praise God!

Judy, who is fifty-four years young, was born and raised in East Haven, Connecticut and
currently lives in Nesconset, New York. Our sister has two daughters: Jennifer and Cynthia,
and grew up in a household with two sisters. Judy comes from a Catholic family and is
currently working as an Accounts Payable representative and is also a waitress. She enjoys all
kinds of sports. As for her spiritual goals, our sister wishes to grow in the Lord. Welcome to
the family, sister!

Psalms 24:1 - “The Earth is the Lord s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.”



“But you are a chosen people, a holy nation...” 1 Peter 2:9 New Member Profile

By Steve Aponte Sr., Carole Mathews, and Adriana Loor

ENRIQUE RIVERA

Our new brother in Christ Enrique was first contacted by our brother Emilio Morales, who is a
close friend of Enrique’s. Enrique soon began studying the Bible with our brothers Charlie Gomez and
Jorge Sanchez. He realized that he needed to become a disciple for Jesus, in order for him to be saved
and go to heaven. Not long after the studies, Enrique was baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of his sins on February 19, 2007. Praise God!

Enrique, who is sixty-three years young and single, was born and raised in Juana Diaz, Puerto
Rico and currently lives in Central Islip, New York. Our Brother grew up in a household with six
brothers and four sisters. Enrique, who is of Puerto Rican descent, comes from a Pentecostal
background. Our brother is currently retired and enjoys fishing and hunting. As for his spiritual goals,
Enrique wishes to serve the Lord and grow in a strong relationship with God, through His Word.
Welcome, dear brother, to our Lord’s Kingdom!

Matthew 6:33 - “But seek first His Kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be given
to you as well.”

ROBBIN GUIRANTES

Our new brother in Christ Robbin, who is also the son of our brother and sister in Christ Jamal
and Doris Colson, grew up in the Church. While Robbin was in college, he started talking to his
roommate, our brother in Christ Walter Guerra, about getting closer to God. He started studying the
Bible with our brothers Cue Canton and Walter Guerra. Robbin realized that it was time he needed to
give his life to God. Not long after the studies, Robbin was baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of his sins on April 3, 2007. Praise God, brother!

Robbin, who is eighteen years young and single, was born and raised in Long Island, New York
and currently resides in Holbrook, New York. Our Brother grew up in a household with one brother:
Randal and 5 sisters: Raven, Jayda, Nyaja, Arella and Talaya. Robbin grew up in a Christian home, is
currently attending O.V.U. College, and is studying to become a school teacher. He enjoys reading,
music, and singing. As for his spiritual goals, our brother wishes to serve God in any way that he can.

John 12:46 - “I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in
darkness.”



“She shall be praised...” Proverbs 31:30

A Perfect Mirror?

Adrienne Peterson

Do you find that in your daily life, despite your blessed salvation, you struggle to feel content with yourself and
happy with your life? Have you considered adjusting your mirror? Yourmirror--t he very t hings we
ourselves and judge how we are doing. Just | i ke
appear *, a mirror can distort our perception of
ceptions of who we are and what we should be. Sisters, we are blessed to have the Word of God -- our perfect mirror.
L et " James 12328: Anyorfe who listens to the Word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his
face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. But the man who
|l ooks intently into the perfect | awé and conti nt
what hWe dalls.desire to be happy in our |lives, bu

Do you struggle with feeling content about your physical appearance? Psalm 139:14r e a d lsam fearfully and

wonderfully made; Your works are wonderful, | know that full well. How often do you <con
|l ooking in the mirror) and see your physical sel
downplay the negative messages, which resound ir
is burned into our minds. Yielding the Word of God in this circumstance would be to make Psalm 139 your daily mantra,

“I praise You because | am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, | know that full well! Reci ti

regularly to yourself will renew your thinking about you! We praise God for so many things - how about ourselves, im-
perfections and all?

Do you feel that others are more talented than you and that your abilities are limited? 1 Corinthians 12:4-6
t e a c Tharesre differefit kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord.
There are different Kkinds of wo Wedalhavedifferenbgits talettsh e s e
and work to be done in our lives. We were not created to be exact replicas of one another. However, we are all put to-
gether in the Church, to form a more complete Body for Christ to impact the lost and dying world. [f you feel like a misfit,
not as talented as others, even find that you are unused in the Church - what can you do? Read 1 Corinthians 12:4-6
as often as you can - put it on an index card in your pocketbook and commit it to memory. Renew your mind about the
blessings of your unique talents, gifts, and work. See yourself as the valuable servant of the Lord, which He believes
you really are!

Are you discouraged with your job, being single, being married? Galatians 3:28 r e a @here is neithér Jew nor
Greek, there iIis neither slave nor free maWeaet her
not to be concerned to the point of discontentment and unhappiness about the stations of life we find ourselves in - not
even slavery! The Word of God will open our eyes to the fact that our happiness and self improvement has nothing to do
with being married, single, or being in a job that you love! Our station in life is known by our Heavenly Father, and he
has orchestrated your present circumstances so that we may give Him the glory - in whatever and where-ever we are
found.

The Word of God is our perfect mirror -- our way to see what our Heavenly Father sees, values, and desires in us
as individuals. Sisters, take the time to grow in your knowledge and handling of the Word of God, practice the applica-
tion of it daily, because it will make you complete. As the book of James reminds us -- we will be blessed in whatever
we do, as long as we persist in applying His Word. Amen!



“For the building up of the Body...” Ephesians 4:12

ANNOUNCEMENTS

R R RR  RoRE RoRo

We will not meet for Wednesday night Bible class on July 4" or July 11 (VBS week) .

Devotional Services : July 13" and July 27" @ 8:00 PM, here in the chapel. Please come early to fellowship and to
encourage one another.

VBS (Vacation Bible School) : will be from July 9 to July 13 from 7:00pm to 9:00pm in the chapel.

L.I.C.0.C. BBQ: The Annual L.I.C.O.C. Barbecue will be held at Belmont Lake State Park on Saturday, August 4" (Rain date:
August 11™). Registration will be from July 1% - 15™. The cost will be $5 for members/children over 12 and $2 for visitors.

If you would like to order a cassette tape of a past sermon or seminar, please see Rob Dixon.

If you would like to send a Church bulletin or a Bible study to an interested relative/friend on a regular basis, please contact our
brother Jack Peisel.

All announcements should be submitted to Derek Peterson. Address/telephone changes can be e-mailed to
directory@licoc.org.

Parking reminder - Public Safety has issued a statement requesting that all church members and visitors refrain from parking
on any grass areas beyond the parking lots surrounding the chapel. Thank you for your cooperation.

MISSIONARY SUPPORT
Z  APOIOGELICS PIESS ...ttt ettt e e e et e e e e s e bbbt e et e e e e e s bbb e e e e e e e e e s n e e e e e e eas International
AR YN OF- | (= Y [T 1) (1S TR West Monroe, Louisiana
A = (o] 1 O1 7=\ (o] o TP India
A © 11T = | (o [0 IS Y= 1] 4 1< El Salvador, Central America
“Your faith toward God has gone forth...” 1 Thessalonians 1:8

COMMUNITY BIBLE CLASS MINISTRIES

Long Island Ministry.....(Wednesday 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.)......Robert Carr........ (631) 348-7322
New York Institute of Technology Chapel, Carleton Avenue, Central Islip, N.Y.

City Ministry.............. (Wednesday 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.).....Pedro Gelabert ....(347) 392-4339
Individual House Churches

Spanish Ministry.....(Tuesday 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.)......Charlie Gémez........ (631) 772-2889
New York Institute of Technology Chapel, Carleton Avenue, Central Islip, N.Y.

UPCOMING KINGDOM EVENTS

For anyone wanting to use his/her vacation in a fruitful way, take a vacation to help bring souls to Jesus. :) Join a
“We Care Ministry” soul winning team and help bring people to the Lord. Learn the techniques of the “We Care
Ministry” team leaders: Larry West, Willie Tolison, and Bill Oden. Room and board will be provided. If you have
any questions or need more information, please contact Bob Carr.

We Care Campaign Itinerary

2007 Location
Sept 5 - Sept 16 Keene, New Hampshire
Oct 3 -Oct 14 Waterbury, CT
Oct 31 -Nov 11 Cordell, OK




