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Church Discipline    
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          Church discipline is a topic that many of the Lordsô Churches would like to avoid.  Some 

think that it should only be applied in the case of sexual misconduct.  Many of the Lordôs servants 

think that Church discipline is antiquated and does not apply today.  Unfortunately, to many 

shepherds of the Lordôs Church are doing more harm than good, because they are not applying the 

necessary discipline to the Church as God has ordained it to be applied.  That is why I thank God 

for the leaders of this congregation, who are willing to surrender to the Lord and apply Church 

discipline to a brother or sister, despite how sad and disheartening it may be. 

          The main motivation for any Church, to even think about applying discipline for those 

members who find themselves overwhelmed in certain sins, is LOVE .  Unfortunately, many 

immature brothers think that Church discipline, which usually manifests itself in disfellowship, is a 

means of punishing or being harsh with those members who do not submit to Church leadership.  

By No Means!  The Bible teaches us clearly that Church discipline or disfellowship is: ñso that the 

sinful nature may be destroyed and his spirit [the spirit of that brother or sister maybe] saved on 

the day of the Lord.ò (1 Corinthians 5:5)  And ñdonôt you know that a little yeast works through 

the whole batch of dough?ò (1 Corinthians 5:6)  This to say that a brother or sister steeped in sin 

may easily cause others to stumble and fall into that same sin.  And what kind of leaders would we 

be if we did not follow Godôs directive on how to handle these matters?  Would you be willing to 

submit to leadership that did not stand firm in Godôs Word?  I think not! 

          Another reason why many people have so many questions about Church discipline/ 

disfellowship is because they donôt believe it works.  They wonder how a brother or a sister, 

weighed down by sin, will ever overcome without the fellowship of the believers.  Well, some of 

you may remember that about six years ago, I was disfellowshipped for sexual immorality.  During 

the two months that I was away from the Body, I stood spiritually naked and alone before the 

Lord.  I realized that I had not made Jesus my Lord.  In fact, I could say assuredly that I was 

pretending to be a disciple because I would behave one way in the assembly and, behind closed 

doors, act totally immoral with a continual lust for more.  God needed to teach His son (me) a 

lesson.  So, before I reached the seat of judgment still caught in my sin, God gave me a physical 

representation of my spiritual state in the Kingdom.  After all, the Church and the Kingdom are 

synonymous.  So, being out of the Church let me know that I was out of the Kingdom because they 

are one in the same.  I also understood that Pedro and Charlie were Godôs servants, acting on His 

behalf, to love me through discipline.  It was not Pedro Gelabert or Charlie Gómez who 

disfellowshipped me, but it was the Lord.  Understanding this, I prayed earnestly and meditated on 

the Scriptures, day and night, pleading with the Lord to have mercy with me.  And, as you can see, 

He has been merciful with me in exceeding measure, restoring me to the Assembly and blessing 

me with works of service. 

          In conclusion, whenever Church discipline is applied to a brother or a sister, do not interfere!  

Your interference (phone calls, emails, unwarranted visits, etcé) may cost that brother or sister 

their salvation.  God is working on that personôs spirit so that they can be saved on the day of the 

Lord.  And that is why our leaders shepherd so diligently, so we can all make it to heaven.  

AMEN!!!  
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òThe Lord added to their numberéó          Acts 2:47       Baptisms  

òThey first gave themselves to the Lordéó          2 Corinthians 8:5  

 

ALL MEN WILL KNOW THAT WE ARE HIS DISCIPLES  
 

          We have many visitors come and visit our Spanish services on Sunday mornings.  Some of them come 

and go.  When I ask them what they thought of the worship service, I get various responses, but they seem to all 

agree on one thing: there is love in this Church.  How could there not be love?  It is Christôs Church!!!  The love 

that they witness, when they visit us, has drawn many of them to come back and to eventually become baptized.  

They are drawn to it because they are seeing Jesus.  There are many signs of a true Church, but at the top of the 

list is love.  Jesus said so, in John 13:34-35: ñA new command I give you:  Love one another.  As I have loved 

you, so you must love one another.  By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you love one an-

other.ò  Love is a command, but it also flows naturally from those who know Jesus and are led by the Spirit. 

          I thank God for those who showed me the love of Jesus when, I first visited worship services here 14 

years ago.  Even though my flesh wanted to reject it, I was drawn to it.  I didnôt fully understand everything that 

I was hearing, but for some reason I came back.  Now I know the reason.  God was drawing me near through 

something that I had never experienced in the world: Godôs love shown to me by other people.  Their love for 

God was demonstrated in many ways.  They loved the Truth of Godôs Word and they loved one another sin-

cerely because of what Jesus did for them on the Cross.  I knew right away that I wanted to be a part of it.  

When I saw the love that God was inviting me to experience first hand, I couldnôt refuse.  So, when someone 

visits our Spanish services, we make sure that they feel the same way.  That should be our goal for everyone 

that comes into contact with us.  They should know that we are His disciples, by our love. 

 

Charlie Gómez 

   Weekly Budget: $ 8,000 

DATE  ATTENDANCE  CONTRIBUTION  

06/03/07 278 $ 7,662 

06/10/07 296 $ 8,374 

06/17/07 334 $ 8,422 

06/24/07 286 $ 7,163 

 
 

 
 

 

05/07/07 ............................................ Gordon Palmer .......................... Springfield Gardens 

05/12/07 ............................................ Colinda Taylor ................................................ Coram 

05/20/07 ............................................ Maria Calderon ................................ Jamaica, Queens 

DATE NAME      TOWN  

òSpeaking about what we have seen and heard...ó       Mark 5:19      Family Matters 



 

  By Steve Aponte Sr., Carole Mathews, and Adriana Loor 

 

 

                                   

THOMAS OKAFOR  
 

          Our new brother in Christ Thomas was first contacted by our brother in Christ Kenneth 

Morah, whose uncle introduced them to each other.  Thomas soon began studying the Bible 

with our brothers J.P Garcy and Kenneth Morah.  Thomas saw that he needed Christ in his life 

and, not long after the studies, he was baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness 

of his sins on March 4, 2007.  Praise God! 

          Thomas, who is forty years young, is married and has one son.  He was born and raised in 

Nigeria, Africa and currently lives in Rosedale, New York.  As a Nigerian, Thomas was raised 

in the Catholic faith.  He is currently studying to become a Computer Programmer.  Thomas 

enjoys reading and walking.  As for his spiritual goals, our brother wishes to continue to do 

more studies, so that he can draw closer to God.  Welcome to the family, brother! 

 

Proverbs 16:3 - ñCommit to the Lord whatever you do, and your plans will succeed.ò 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JUDY MARTIN 
 

          Our new sister in Christ Judy was first contacted by our sister Adrienne Peterson.  Judy 

soon began studying the Bible with Adrienne and our sister in Christ Dorothy Williams.  She 

realized that she was lost without God and, not long after the studies, Judy was baptized in the 

name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of her sins on February 20, 2007.  Praise God! 

          Judy, who is fifty-four years young, was born and raised in East Haven, Connecticut and 

currently lives in Nesconset, New York.  Our sister has two daughters: Jennifer and Cynthia, 

and grew up in a household with two sisters.  Judy comes from a Catholic family and is 

currently working as an Accounts Payable representative and is also a waitress.  She enjoys all 

kinds of sports.  As for her spiritual goals, our sister wishes to grow in the Lord.  Welcome to 

the family, sister! 

 

Psalms 24:1 - ñThe Earth is the Lordôs, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.ò 

òBut you are a chosen people, a holy nation...ó 1 Peter 2:9     New Member Profile 



 

  By Steve Aponte Sr., Carole Mathews, and Adriana Loor 

 

 

                                   

ENRIQUE RIVERA 
 

          Our new brother in Christ Enrique was first contacted by our brother Emilio Morales, who is a 

close friend of Enriqueôs.  Enrique soon began studying the Bible with our brothers Charlie Gomez and 

Jorge Sanchez.  He realized that he needed to become a disciple for Jesus, in order for him to be saved 

and go to heaven.  Not long after the studies, Enrique was baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of his sins on February 19, 2007.  Praise God! 

          Enrique, who is sixty-three years young and single, was born and raised in Juana Diaz, Puerto 

Rico and currently lives in Central Islip, New York.  Our Brother grew up in a household with six 

brothers and four sisters.  Enrique, who is of Puerto Rican descent, comes from a Pentecostal 

background.  Our brother is currently retired and enjoys fishing and hunting.  As for his spiritual goals, 

Enrique wishes to serve the Lord and grow in a strong relationship with God, through His Word.  

Welcome, dear brother, to our Lordôs Kingdom! 

 

Matthew 6:33 - ñBut seek first His Kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be given 

to you as well.ò 
 

 

 

 

ROBBIN GUIRANTES 
 

          Our new brother in Christ Robbin, who is also the son of our brother and sister in Christ Jamal 

and Doris Colson, grew up in the Church.  While Robbin was in college, he started talking to his 

roommate, our brother in Christ Walter Guerra, about getting closer to God.  He started studying the 

Bible with our brothers Cue Canton and Walter Guerra.  Robbin realized that it was time he needed to 

give his life to God.  Not long after the studies, Robbin was baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of his sins on April 3, 2007.  Praise God, brother! 

          Robbin, who is eighteen years young and single, was born and raised in Long Island, New York 

and currently resides in Holbrook, New York.  Our Brother grew up in a household with one brother: 

Randal and 5 sisters: Raven, Jayda, Nyaja, Arella and Talaya.  Robbin grew up in a Christian home, is 

currently attending O.V.U. College, and is studying to become a school teacher.  He enjoys reading, 

music, and singing.  As for his spiritual goals, our brother wishes to serve God in any way that he can. 

 

John 12:46 - ñI have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in 

darkness.ò 

òBut you are a chosen people, a holy nation...ó 1 Peter 2:9     New Member Profile 


