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Entitlement Through Surrender – Pedro Gelabert 

 
 

I want to be Entitled! 
 

Entitlement - A government program that guarantees and provides benefits to a particular group. – The Online Free 

Dictionary 

 

Entitlement is nothing new.  It is yet another struggle for power.  Apart from Scripture, we are fed the idea that each 

individual has the right to conform to themselves; feeding pride, arrogance, and individualism.  We are told that each 

individual holds their own sense and version of truth.  Each individual claims their needs are to be met by the greater 

society - they are entitled - it is their right because of whom or what they are.  This makes us a fragmented and divisive 

people.  What little unity or loyalty is left is spent on pursuing identification with any fringe group that can support our 

cause or make us feel worthy.  This damages our sense of conformation to Jesus, which is God‟s purpose for us – our 

need to identify and be united to Jesus, that we may be saved and not perish (John 3:16).  

 

Jesus is our Entitlement 
 

John 1:12 
“…to all who received Him… He gave the right to become children of God...” 

 

Although Jesus was mostly rejected by a self-seeking world, those who have opened their eyes to Jesus have received 

the ultimate form of entitlement – children of the King of Kings!  No one can will themselves children of God by their 

own power, nor try to claim any promises apart from Jesus: 

 

Ephesians 1:19-23  
“That power (he‟s talking about the power of God) is like the working of His mighty strength, 20 which He exerted in 

Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly realms, 21 far above all 

rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the 

one to come. 22 And God placed all things under His feet and appointed Him to be head over everything for the 

Church, 23 which is His Body, the fullness of Him who fills everything in every way.” 

 

Only Jesus Christ has true authority.  Not only does He have authority over every power and dominion known and 

unknown to man, but He is also the Head of the Church, which is His Body – His fullness!  To be in Jesus is to have 

this power.  To be in the Church is to have the fullness of Christ: 

 

Colossians 2:10 
“…and you have been given fullness in Christ, who is the head over every power and authority.” 

 

True Entitlement Comes by Complete Surrender 

 

This power is not obtained through backstabbing, undermining, or bossing people around (lording over people).  This 

is not the way Jesus obtained it.  Like Ephesians 1:20 says, this power and entitlement was given to Jesus because He 

chose to give up His life on account of us.  This is what the Gospel (1 Corinthians 15:3-4) is all about: 

 

 · It is about dying to self. 

 · It is about burying sin (being done with sin). 

 · It is about having new life! 

 

Jesus showed us the way to Life is by carrying a cross while we are in this earthly tent. This is what the power of love 

does! Let His love be show by how you carry your cross and identify with Him! 
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“The Lord added to their number…”          Acts 2:47       Baptisms 

“They first gave themselves to the Lord…”          2 Corinthians 8:5 

 

A HEART-FELT WORSHIP  
 

Recently, we have been going over Romans chapter 11, at Bible class in Long Island.  In verse 11, it mentions how Is-

rael rejected the Gospel.  As a result, salvation came to a people who knew not God, namely, the Gentiles.  Paul further 

explains, in the verses to follow, how we, the „wild olive tree,‟ have been grafted into the cultivated olive tree (Israel) so 

that we may share in God‟s kindness and mercy.  As the Scriptures says, in Ephesians 2:12-13, “Remember that at that 

time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of promise, with-

out hope and without God in the world.  But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near 

through the blood of Christ.”  This gives us a reason to rejoice!  For He took pity on a people who were excluded from 

citizenship in Israel, namely you and I!  Therefore, let us be a people who truly express a heart-felt gratitude to the Lord 

by worshipping God with all our heart!  May our songs be sung with loudest praise and may our faces reflect an unspeak-

able joy, knowing that we have been grafted into the tree of Israel!  The next time we gather to worship God, let your 

singing express your heart-felt appreciation that God has made you a citizen of Israel and a child of God through the blood 

of His Son!  Let your prayers express words that flow from a heart-felt appreciation for the hope and salvation He has 

given you!  In your studying the Scriptures, allow your heart-felt appreciation for Christ‟s sacrifice express itself by your 

allowing His word to transform you into the image of His Son, Jesus Christ, who gave His life to rescue us from the do-

minion of darkness (Colossians 1:13).  Let us offer a heart-felt worship to the Lord, for He has been merciful to us -- a 

people who were once without hope in the world!  He is worthy of all praise!  Amen! 

 

“Ascribe to the Lord, O mighty ones, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.  Ascribe to the Lord the glory due His name; 

worship the Lord in the splendor of His holiness.”  Psalms 29:1-2 

 

Your fellow Kingdom saint, 

 

Bob Carr 

   Weekly Budget: $ 8,000 

DATE ATTENDANCE CONTRIBUTION 

04/01/07 289 $ 11,893 

04/08/07 308 $ 11,519 

04/15/07 224 $ 8,929 

04/22/07 300 $ 8,693 

04/29/07 294 $ 8,010 

 
 

 
 

 

02/07/07 ................................................... Faith Dorleans ............................................. Stony Brook 

03/03/07 .................................................... Tarcy Mapalo ................................................... St. James 

03/04/07 ................................................... Thomas Okafor .................................... Rosedale, Queens 

03/18/07 ..................................................... Farrah Remy ............................................ Old Westbury 

03/18/07 ........................................................ Joe Wey ................................................... Central Islip 

DATE NAME     TOWN 

“Speaking about what we have seen and heard...”       Mark 5:19      Family Matters 



“She shall be praised…”          Proverbs 31:30 

A Birthright for a bowl of soup??? 

By Rebecca G. Young 
 

“See that no one is sexually immoral, or is godless like Esau, who for a single meal sold his inheritance 

rights as the oldest son.  Afterward, as you know, when he wanted to inherit this blessing, he was re-

jected.  He could bring about no change of mind, though he sought the blessing with tears.”  

Hebrews 12:16-17 
 

God uses Esauõs foolish mistake as an example to help us understand what we are actually doing, when we 

choose sin over righteousness.  He includes, in one breath of Scripture, the sexually immoral and the godless 

Esau.  We can learn so much from Esauõs mistake.  In one swift moment, Esau gave up the most important thing 

in his life to fulfill, in comparison, an insignificant craving of the flesh.  Sure, he was starving and feeling as if he 

was going to die, if he did not eat right at that moment ( Genesis 25:32).  But, was it worth his birthright?  

Where was his faith in the provision of the Lord?  Was fulfilling the lust of his stomach worth such a cost?  The 

same question can be asked about sexual immorality.  Is it worth losing your birthright to temporarily and inade-

quately satisfy a craving of the flesh?  Maybe it isnõt even the sex that youõre looking for initially.  Maybe it is just 

a desire to have a man put his arms around you and tell you things you want to hear.  Someone to be by your side 

and give you the attention your flesh desires.  A longing for the love of a man can be a dangerous snare that you 

may never recover from.  NOTHING is worth giving up your inheritance in the Lord!  

 

Esau didnõt think ahead, he lived for the moment.  He had a pain in his stomach and he obeyed it, instead of God.  

His stomach was his god ( Philippians 3:19) é whatõs yours?  Esau failed to see the big picture.  He made a rash 

decision that cost him way too much.  His bad choice even caused him to have a hard heart.  Instead of seeing his 

mistake and being humble and penitent before the Lord, he became bitter (Genesis 27:34), he despised his own 

blessing (Genesis 25:34), and he had malice in his heart (Genesis 27:41).  When he was 40 years old, he married 

two women and the Bible says that they were a source of grief to Isaac and Rebekah ( Genesis 26:34).  He was 

miserable!  His foolish choices not only cost him his birthright, but also his happiness, his joy, his peace, and his 

enjoyment of life with his loved ones.  Is sin really worth it?  

 

The greatest cost of sin is eternal separation from God.  There are many sins that can destroy your faith, but 

there is something about sexual immorality that has such devastating consequences.  The strength of this sin is 

able to cause you to stumble to the point where you believe there is no hope and no return.  But, we serve an awe-

some, amazing God who is able to turn any situation around.  He is able to do immeasurably more than we could 

ever ask or imagine ( Ephesians 3:20).  Although God is able and willing to help, donõt take His love and kind-

ness for granted.  Understand the authority He has in your life.  He has the final say.  He makes the final judg-

ment.  Therefore, heed his warnings.  Hebrews 12:25 says, òSee to it that you do not refuse Him who speaks.  If 

they did not escape when they refused Him who warned them on earth, how much less will we, if we turn away 

from Him who warns us from heaven?ó  God speaks Truth and we will do well to pay attention to His words (2 

Peter 1:19).  Donõt wait until it is too late.  Esau wanted to inherit the blessing that was once rightly coming to 

him, but he was rejected.  òHe could bring about no change of mind, though he sought the blessing with tears.ó  

Neither tears, nor sorrow, can change the result of our sin, once it is too late.  A time will come when it is too late 

to repent of whatever sin that is standing in the way of our relationship with God.  God is just.  His word stands.  

His Truth and His Kingdom will not be shaken.  òTherefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be 

shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, for our ôGod is a consuming 

fire.õó (Hebrews 12:28) 

 

Let us all fear the Lord and honor Him with our lives.  Every decision counts!  I have made many unwise choices 

myself, in the past.  I have suffered the consequences for each and every one.  A time came when I faced a cross 

road in my life where I had to choose between pleasing the desires of my flesh and pleasing God.  I chose God.  

Nothing is worth being separated from my God!  Nothing!!!  I love you all deeply!  



“For the building up of  the Body…”          Ephesians 4:12 

“Your faith toward God has gone forth…”          1 Thessalonians 1:8 

 

 

 

& We will not meet for Wednesday night Bible class on May 9th (Long Island and City). 
& Devotional Services : May 4th and May 18th @ 8:00 PM, here in the chapel.  Please come early to fellowship and to encourage  
        one another. 
& Womenôs Day 2007: Will be held Saturday, May 19 th from 10:00 A.M. ï 2:00 P.M. (check in from 9:00 A.M. ï 10:00 A.M.)  
        at the Hilton Long Island in Huntington, New York, with this yearôs theme titled óCultivating Your Faith.ô  More information  
        is available through the churchôs website at http://www.licoc.org/WomensDay.htm  
& Menôs Retreat:  Will be held from June 8th through June 9th.  Please visit www.cocmensretreat.com for more information or to 
        register. 
& Marriage Seminar :  There will be an 8 week marriage seminar starting June 3rd.  Please see Steve Aponte Sr. for more 
        information. 
& If you would like to order a cassette tape of a past sermon or seminar, please see Rob Dixon. 
& If you would like to send a Church bulletin or a Bible study to an interested relative/friend on a regular basis, please contact our 
        brother Jack Peisel. 
& All announcements should be submitted to Derek Peterson.  Address/telephone changes can be e-mailed to 
        directory@licoc.org. 
& Parking reminder - Public Safety has issued a statement requesting that all church members and visitors refrain  from parking  
        on any grass areas beyond the parking lots surrounding the chapel.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

 

 

Z Apologetics Press ..........................................................................................................................International 
Z We Care Ministries......................................................................................................West Monroe, Louisiana 
Z Ron Clayton................................................................................................................................................India 
Z Oswaldo Sanchez................................................................................................El Salvador, Central America 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MISSIONARY SUPPORT 

 COMMUNITY BIBLE CLASS MINISTRIES 
 

 Long Island Ministry.....(Wednesday 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.)…...Robert Carr….….(631) 348-7322 

New York Institute of Technology Chapel, Carleton Avenue, Central Islip, N.Y. 

 

 City Ministry…………..(Wednesday 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.)…..Pedro Gelabert ….(347) 392-4339 

Individual House Churches 

                                                                                                                                                                             

Spanish Ministry.....(Tuesday 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.)…...Charlie Gómez….….(631) 772-2889 

New York Institute of Technology Chapel, Carleton Avenue, Central Islip, N.Y. 

 

UPCOMING KINGDOM EVENTS 
 

For anyone wanting to use his/her vacation in a fruitful way, take a vacation to help bring souls to Jesus. :)  Join a 

“We Care Ministry” soul winning team and help bring people to the Lord.  Learn the techniques of the “We Care 

Ministry” team leaders: Larry West, Willie Tolison, and Bill Oden.  Room and board will be provided.  If you have 

any questions or need more information, please contact Bob Carr. 
 

We Care Campaign Itinerary 

2007 Location 

May 30 - June 10 Waynesboro, VA 

Sept 5 - Sept 16 Keene, New Hampshire 

Oct 3 - Oct 14 Waterbury, CT 


