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WHEN GOD SEEMS FAR AWAY

In all personal relationships there are moments of intimacy and joy, as well as moments of distance and
doubt. Even David, in his most difficult times, asked God: “Why, O LORD, do You stand far off? Why
do You hide Yourselfin times of trouble?” (Psalms 10:1) Why would he even ask that question? After
all, this is a man after God’s own heart. It is precisely for that reason that he asked this question.

David sought the heart of God, in moments when God seemed distant, because he saw no end to his
affliction. However, after meditating on this, David (even as he speaks candidly to the Lord) realizes
that God never turns a deaf ear to His children. David concludes, in verses 17-18, saying: “You hear,
O LORD, the desire of the afflicted; You encourage them, and You listen to their cry, defending the
fatherless and the oppressed...” The reality is that even though, in our flesh, we may sometimes
perceive God to be distant, He is never far away from us, especially in our most difficult times. Those
are the moments when the promises of God are to become a reality to hold on to. I find that the
deepest and most profound level of worship happens when I praise God, in spite of pain, and thank
Him during my trials. It also happens when I trust Him in times of temptation and surrender to Him in
the midst of suffering. It is especially in those times that we can appreciate the nearness of God. That
is the only possible way that we can truly say: “I know that my Redeemer lives...” (Job 19:25).

The prophet Habakkuk had the same concern as David did. He also had to witness and endure the
sufferings around him and it seemed as though God was not there. He asked, “How long, O LORD,
must I call for help, but You do not listen? Or cry out to You, “Violence!” but You do not save? Why
do You make me look at injustice? Why do You tolerate wrong? Destruction and violence are before
me; there is strife, and conflict abounds.” (Habakkuk 1:2-3) Sometimes we are faced with the same
dilemma as Habakkuk. We ask, “Why am I still going through this? I know my faith needs to be
tested, but it has been long enough. Is the Lord listening? Does He see my pain?” All of a sudden it is
not as easy to “feel” the presence of the Lord in our lives anymore and our prayers don’t seem to go
very far. The “spiritual high” is gone and we become discouraged. It is in those moments that our
trust in God is tested.

Habakkuk, just like David, came to the realization that it is in those times that God becomes the safest
refuge and the ultimate comfort. God is there with you!!! Habakkuk concludes saying: “Though the
fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive crop fails and the fields
produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in
the LORD, I will be joyful in God my Savior. The Sovereign LORD is my strength, He makes my feet
like the feet of a deer, He enables me to go on the heights.” (Habakkuk 3:17-19) In times of want
and need, he found the Lord to be the closest and was able to rejoice in his salvation. Unless we face
the lows of life faithfully, we will not experience what it means to be set “high upon a rock” (Psalm
27:5). Both David and Habakkuk both experienced suffering faithfully and both came to the same
conclusion. When God seems far away, He is actually at His best. When God seems distant, He is
doing His greatest work in you.

In Christ,

Charlie Gomez



“Speaking about what we have seen and heard...”  Mark 5:19  Family Matters

Who Are You Waiting For?
Robert Young Jr.

Have you ever had a longing for something you desired? I mean something you desired so much that it consumed your every thought.
For instance, have you ever desired to get married, to find a better paying job, to buy a bigger house, or to buy a house for the first
time, buy a new car, become an evangelist, have children, move out of the city, move into the city, become an elder, become a mis-
sionary, or maybe even raise the roof on your home? Be Patient! Wait On The Lord! The fact is that we can become so impatient
with the things that we want, that we would be more than willing to cut God out of our plans for them. Instead of waiting for the reply
of the Lord, we may be waiting for the reply of a brother or a sister we have invited to courtship, an answer to your resume, a call
from the realtor, a call from your doctor, a call from your travel agent, or maybe an answer from your mentor. Once again, in all these
situations we have to be people who seek the Lord’s answer. That is why we need to be patient and wait on the Lord. When we don’t
wait on the Lord, we proclaim in speech (and most importantly in our actions) that God’s provision is not sufficient and that we are
not content. We are also saying, “God, since you are taking so long, I’ll take over from here.” Sometimes I think that we don’t take
the Bible seriously, because it plainly teaches us to, “Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for Him...” (Psalm 37:7a) “The
LORD will fight for you, you need only to be still.” (Exodus 14:14) As we grow in our relationship with the Lord, Let us be patient
and wait on Him!

Wait for the LORD;
Be strong and take heart
And wait for the LORD.

Psalm 27:14

I wait for the In LORD, my soul waits,
And in His Word I put my hope.
Psalm 130:5

AMEN!
“The Lord added to their number...” Acts 2:47  Baptisms
[DATE NAME TOWN
08/31/07 e Matt DIner........ocoveeeeiiieiiieeiieeieeeee e Centereach
10703707 coceveereeeeeeeeeecre e Stacy WIight .....ccoeviieiieiieiieieeecee e Queens
LO/TA/07 oo Carmello Maldonado..........cccccveevveeviievieeniieniecre e Bronx
1O/23/07 e Cliff Henderson...........ccoeevveeeciieeeieeeiee e Selden
1O/23/07 e Marta Henderson...........cceeeeveeeciiieceeeeieeeieeeee e Selden
“They first gave themselves to the Lord...” 2 Corinthians 8:5
Weekly Budget: $ 8,000
DATE ATTENDANCE CONTRIBUTION
10/07/07 273 $ 7,110
10/14/07 273 $ 7,268
10/21/07 321 $ 7,992
10/28/07 302 $ 7,035




“She shall be praised...” Proverbs 31:30
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Guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life.”
By Rebecca G. Young

Proverbs 4:23 implores us that above all things, more importantly than anything else; we must guard our heart,
“for it is the wellspring of life.” Guard my heart. What does this mean? How do I guard my heart? The world
taught me to guard my heart in fear, by using tools like distrust, skepticism, criticism, manipulation, and dis-
tancing myself from potential harm. This is not the kind of guarding that God is talking about. God does not
promote fear and skepticism, but, instead, love. But, how do I love, trust, and believe the best of others and keep
myself guarded? How do I return to being like a child in my love...uninhibited, full of trust and sincerity? Our
perfect Father has all the answers. Let’s look at the Scriptures.

What protects and guards my heart and mind? The answer lies in the peace of God.

Philippians 4:7 says: “And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus.” God’s peace protects. His peace guards my heart and mind. Ok, so when I am feel-
ing really upset about something and my heart is hurting, how do I guard my heart with God’s peace? It is all
about choices, at this point. Actions! I don’t have to sit by idly and allow my heart to be ripped apart and my
well to become dried out. I have important choices to make. My heart is the wellspring of my life! I need to keep
it full of the Living Water. The Scriptures give us very useful tools to keep our wellsprings overflowing. Here are
some tools, I have learned over the years, which have proved to be very useful:

1. Reading/Hearing the message of God (Romans 5:1-2; Romans 10:17) - Through my faith, I gain access
to His grace. Because of my justification through faith, I have peace. I need to constantly be building and feed-
ing my faith. I need to be reading my Bible regularly. I need to be surrounding myself with opportunities to lis-
ten or hear the Words of God.

2. Prayer & Petition (Philippians 4:6b-7) - In and everything, and with thanksgiving, I need to put it all in
God’s Hands. Although God is in control of everything, I need to give it to Him. Here lies the peace. There is
peace in giving it all for my Father to handle. With an attitude of gratitude, my perspective completely changes.
My heart and mind change, when I choose to be thankful.

3. Actively not allowing anxiety to overcome me (Philippians 4:6a) - “Do not be anxious about anything!”
So simply put. It is simple. I make it difficult when I become too busy, following my heart instead of protecting
it. But, how do I simply not be anxious? 2 Corinthians 10:5 teaches us that we can “take captive every thought
to make it obedient to Christ.” We are able!

4. Focus on rejoicing and allowing my gentleness to be evident to all (Philippians 4:4) — Fears and
anxiety tend to make us worried, tense, and harsh. There is always something to rejoice in. The choice to rejoice
and be gentle disarms my anxiety and promotes peace.

5. Know that God is near (Philippians 4:5b) “The Lord is near.” He who is able to do all things is near!
The Almighty, the All Powerful, the All Knowing, Perfect Father is near! Christianity is not at all happenstance.
God’s peace doesn’t just descend upon us. Christianity is about discipleship. It is about us acting upon our faith.
We have an important role in maintaining the peace in our hearts and minds. Don’t be deceived to think that
you have no control over how you feel. Whether you are experiencing depression, anxiety, fear, you can do some-
thing about it! You are not powerless! You have the ability to be empowered by the Almighty God! He empow-
ers us, as we actively participate with Him. His power is ready and available for our use. Will we be wise and
choose to use it? Along with the mental and spiritual tools mentioned above, I have found that eating right, exer-
cising, and maintaining my physical health also plays a critical role in guarding my heart and mind. Our bodies
are wonderfully made by God! So, if you are in need of peace and a sound mind, turn to the Lord. He has the
answers. The world offers labels and medication for your aching heart, but God offers complete healing and pro-
tection by the power of His Word (alive and active in us). May God bless you!




“For the building up of the Body...” Ephesians 4:12

ANNOUNCEMENTS

We will not meet for Wednesday night Bible class on November 21% (Long Island and City).

Devotional Services : November 2™ and November 16™ @ 8:00 P.M., here in the chapel. Please come early to fellowship

and to encourage one another.

The Manchester Church of Christ Youth Rally  is November 9" 11", Please visit the following web site:
http://www.manchesterchurchofchrist.org/ for more information and to register.

Daylight Savings Time is c¢omi ibagk 1houb deiodetyoufgoto geep onthenightofr n your
November 3",

If you would like to order a cassette tape of a past sermon or seminar, please see Rob Dixon.

If you would like to send a Church bulletin or a Bible study to an interested relative/friend on a regular basis, please contact our
brother Jack Peisel.

We are now reserving the back two rows, to the |l eft of the
chil drenés classes on Sunday. We are asking that iif you ar
All announcements should be submitted to Derek Peterson. Address/telephone changes can be e-mailed to

directory@licoc.org

Parking reminder - Public Safety has issued a statement requesting that all church members and visitors refrain from parking

on any grass areas beyond the parking lots surrounding the chapel. Thank you for our cooperation!

MISSIONARY SUPPORT
Py oTo] [oT0 = (T3S od (=TT U International
N LR O T Y [ 1] (ST T T West Monroe, Louisiana
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OSWAIAO SANCNEZ. ...ttt et r e r et e e e e e e eenns El Salvador, Central America
“Your faith toward God has gone forth...” 1 Thessalonians 1:8

COMMUNITY BIBLE CLASS MINISTRIES

Long Island Ministry.....(Wednesday 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.)......Robert Carr........ (631) 348-7322
New York Institute of Technology Chapel, Carleton Avenue, Central Islip, N.Y.

City Ministry.............. (Wednesday 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.).....Pedro Gelabert ....(347) 392-4339
Individual House Churches

Spanish Ministry.....(Tuesday 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.)......Charlie Gémez........ (631) 772-2889
New York Institute of Technology Chapel, Carleton Avenue, Central Islip, N.Y.

UPCOMING KINGDOM EVENTS

For anyone wanting to use his/her vacation in a fruitful way, take a vacation to help bring souls to Jesus. :) Join a
“We Care Ministry” soul winning team and help bring people to the Lord. Learn the techniques of the “We Care
Ministry” team leaders: Larry West, Willie Tolison, and Bill Oden. Room and board will be provided. If you have
any questions or need more information, please contact Bob Carr.

We Care Campaign Itinerary

2007/2008 Location
Feb 20 - March 2 Port Charlotte, FL
April 16 - April 27 Abilene, TX
May 21 - June 1 Williamsburg, VA



http://www.manchesterchurchofchrist.org/

