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Nicodemus and First Impressions
Roger Wine

First impressions are |l asting impressions,
wrong. Maybe this is the case with my own perceptions of Nicodemus, the Pharisee that came to
Jesus at night (John 3:1 -21). In the past, | thought of Nicodemus as a timid man, who wanted to
know more about Jesus, but d i -dasmithe weneashamedian gfraich e
to admit it. Is that true?

It is true that he came to Jesus at night, but the text does not really tell us why. Nicodemus
is a Pharisee and a member of the Sanhedrin (the most powerful ruling council of his day). The
Pharisees are threatened by Jesus and the growing numbers that are following Him. They want to
be rid of Him. In fact, anyone who confessed that Jesus was the Christ was put out of the
synagogue John 9:22 ). That was a serious threat to a man named Nicodemus. Everything he
held dear would be put at risk, by associating with Jesus, but the fact is that he went to Jesus
anyway. That s pretty bol d.

Why did he go at night? It could be for many reasons. When he comes to Jesus, he
confesses to Him that he and his fellow Pharisees know that he was a teacher from God because
no one could do the things He was doing if God were not with Him. Nicodemus is compelled, he
has questions to ask, and he wants to learn from this Man. He put his position of privilege and
prestige, his |livelihood, his reputation, hi s
despite all that, Nicodemus went? Maybe going at night was the only way that he could get
undistracted time to talk to Jesus and see if what he was hearing about Him was true? Maybe he
could only go at night to prevent his fellow Pharisees from persecuting Jesus even more. We just
dondét know.

We do know what John tells us in His Gospel. He tells us that the Pharisees have sent men
to seize Jesus, because they want Hi m ki INeverd,
did a man speak the way this man speaks. @ohg 7:46 -52) This irritates the Pharisees and they
are firing out words of intimidation --questi oni ng t h &acuare no¢lad astrayby n ¢
this Man too are you? 0 Then the intimidation t ur nBlondd
the rulers or Pharisees has believed in Him has he? o Wh a 't does Nicoden
charged atmosphere of accusation and intimidation, Nicodemus does not remain silent, but says:
fiOur law does not judge a man unless it first hears from him and knows what he is doing does
it? O This is a bold act in defense of Jesus!
his fellow Pharisees were so bent on doing Jesus harm helps explain why Nicodemus went to
Jesus at night. They were willing to forsake the Law of God to mistreat Jesus, but Nicodemus was
not!

These very men eventually handed Jesus over to be crucified on a Roman cross and, once
again, Nicodemus shows boldness when he joins Joseph of Arimathea in a display of courage
recorded for all time. In John 19:38 -42, we read that Joseph, who was a secret disciple because
he feared the Jews (notice John specifies this about Joseph, but not about Nicodemus), asks Pilate
for the body of Jesus that he might bury Him. We also read that he was joined by Nicodemus,
who generously provides the spices needed to give Jesus an honorable burial according to Jewish
custom.

It seems to me that this is a statement to his peers, to the world, and to all who stood
opposed to the Christ. Nicodemus did not stand with them - he stood with Jesus! Just as our Lord
did not give way to shame or fear, but stood up for us- so His disciple Nicodemus stood up for
Him. This is a glory to God!



OSpeaking about what we have seen and heas

The Light of the World
Kevin Booker

l snot it a beautiful thing just to see when the sun ¢
ltsd rays of light are so power ful and strong tnibat t |
O. N.; came into this world as a powerful light, forcing the darkness of sin and death to flee.

John 8:12i iWhen Jesus spoke to the people, he said, #fAl am
walk in darkness, but will have the light of life 6

For through the light of the Gospel, His death, burial, and resurrection, He is able to destroy the darkness of sin and de
for anyone who believe2 Timothy 1:10). What is amazing is that Jesus said that those who follow Him will also be the
light of the world.

Matthew 5:14 - iYou are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and
put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand and it gives light to everyone in the house. Inthe same way, let
your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven

Brothers and sisters, the greatest way that we can let our lights shine is by sharing the message of the Gospel.with the
When we share that message, we shine on them the rays of Truth and Knowledge which can free them from the decer
and lies of sin. We shine on them the rays of life which destroy the darkness of death. We shine on them the rays of s
rity and hope which takes away the fear that exists in the dark. And, just like people love to bask in the warm rays of tr
sun, by shining that message on them, we give them t'!

Amen!

0The Lord added t o tAttse7r Bapismb er é 06

[DATE NAME TOWN
01570720 0 A Vanessa Montano.........cccceevvvevvvevvieeeneeeeennn. Brentwood
(0757072 ¥ 0 A Fidela Caban..........ccccooeeiiiiiiiiieeen e Bronx
08/12/07....cccceeeeeeeieeeieeeeeeeeeee, Joseph Edmond..................o e, Brooklyn
08/17/07.....ceeeeieeeeeeee e, Krystal Patterson...................cccooorieeevininnnnnnns Islandia
08/18/07....eveeeeeeeeeeieeeeeeeee e Nzingha Blackman.............ccccccoiiimnnninnnen. Brooklyn
08/20/07...ccccee oo Nick Henderson.........ccccevvvvvvveeiiiieemiieeeeeeeeeeen, Selden
(01 (O /T Richard Kugblemi...........cccccciiiiiiiicnn Ghana, Africa

0OThey first gave t hemsedontisns8s50 t he

Weekly Budget: $ 8,000

DATE ATTENDANCE CONTRIBUTION
09/02/07 318 $ 6,694
09/09/07 289 $ 8,904
09/16/07 304 $ 7,484
09/23/07 317 $7,921
09/30/07 321 $ 6,643




0They are keeping watch over your soul s.

BOB CARR

Our brother in Christ Bob Carr was first contacted by Debbie Dunkin in 1981 through
Life Talks (which was part of the college campus ministry, located at Hofstra University, at the
time). Bob loved God very much and his desire was to be around people that worshiped Goc
This laid the foundation for him in becoming a Minister. When Debbie invited him to come to
Life Talks, he was happy to go. Bob wanted to know more about God so he began studying
Bible with Kent Field, who was the Minister of the LICOC at that time. Bob had thought that
he was a believer, after he saw the message of the Cross, but wanted to follow God the right
way. Not long after the studies, Bob was baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of his sins on November. Praise God!

Bob, who is single, was born and raised in Queens, New York and currently lives in
Central Islip. He has helped many brethren, who first started out on their own, by opening hi:
home to them and allowing them to live there so that they can get further rooted in Christ. He

truly i s an example of Goddbés greatest com
Whatever he had, Bob gave generously (regardless of what it was; food, clothing, shelter, an
especially AAgapeo | ove).

Our Brother grew up in a household with seven brothers and sisters: Helen, Ester, Dign
Edna, Yamina, Peter, and Melvin. Bob is part European, Puerto Rican, African American, anc
comes from an American Baptist religious background. Our brother first became our song
leader, before becoming our Evangelist for the Long Island Church of Christ. His greatest joy
as hobbies, are singing, music, and board games. As for his spiritual goals, our brother want
continue making disciples, using various methods, especially using the Internet (where God |
made him very successful).

He also wants the Church to know that he loves people. Anyway that Bob can encoura
and help the brethren, they can count on him (there is no need to fear defeat, for God brings
hope). He wants to livActs 20:24w h i ¢ h  Howeaer, Ecansiderimy life worth nothing to
me, if only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me - the task of
testifying to the Gospel of Godds grace



0They are keeping watch over your soul s..

CAROLYN SHLESINGER

]

Our sister in Christ Carolyn Shlesinger was first contacted by her cousin
Kat hy, who is also our sister in Chr
| i ke to come to a |l adies Bible Study
Carolyn soon began studying the Bible with Pat Field and Kathy Arink. During he
studies, she realized how much she loved getting to know God through His Word!
She quickly learned that Jesus is someone she could always count on and that sl
needed to be a part of His Kingdom. Not long after the studies, Carolyn was
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of her sins in March of
1982. Praise God!

Carolyn is married now for twenty years to our brother in Christ Arthur
Shlesinger and they have a beautiful daughter named Julia. Our sister was born
Brooklyn, raised in Long Island, and currently lives in Melville, New York.

Carolyn comes from a Catholic background and grew up in a household with two
brothers and a sister: Richie Wine, Roger Wine, and Cindy Camberis. Our sister
currently part of the Womands Counse
her to serve the women in the Church. Carolyn enjoys baking and training her ne
puppy (named Rocky). As for her spiritual goals, our sister wishes to become mo
|l i ke Jesus in every area of her [|1ife
Word. She also desires to help her brother Richie and other family members to
come to know Christ and become part

1 John 5:14 - iThis is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask
anything according to His will, He hears us. 0




oBut you are a chosen people, a holy nati

By Steve Aponte Sr., Carole Mathews, and Adriana Loor

GABRIEL BERRIOS

Our new brother in Christ Gabriel was first contacted by the Stony Brook University Campus
ministry, through our brother in Christ Daniel Hunt. Gabriel soon began studying the Bible with our
brothers Ladipo Davies and Daniel Hunt. During his studies, he realized that he needed God to be i
his life. Not long after the studies, Gabriel was baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiven
of his sins on April of 2007. Praise God!

Gabriel, who is eighteen years young and single, was born in the Bronx and raised in Puerto R
and currently dorms at Greeley College at the University of Stony Brook, New York. Our brother, wt
Is of Puerto Rican descent, comes from a Pentecostal background, has a brother Michael, and a sis
Angelica. Gabriel is currently in school to become a Lawyer. As for his hobbies, he enjoys chess
(which he has earned awards for) and basketball. As for his spiritual goals, our brother wishes to kn
Goddés Word and spread the Gospel. Wel come t «

Isaiah 26:7 - iThe path of the righteous is level; O upright One, You make the way of the righteous
smooth. 0 .

FLOR CALDERON

Our new sister in Christ Flor was first contacted by her son, also our brother in Christ, Patrick
Calderon. He invited her to study the Bible and she accepted the invitation with joy. Soon afterwarc
Flor began studying the Bible with our brother and sister in Christ Pedro and Clary Gelabert. During
her studies, she realized that she needed God in her life and her sins needed to be forgiven. Not lot
after the studies, Flor was baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of her sins on Me
of 2007. Praise God!

Flor, who is seventyine years young and a widow, was born and raised in Puerto Rico,
currently lives in Jamaica, New York. Our sister comes from a Catholic background and has five
children: Patrick, Janet, Anthony, Joseph, and Marianne. Flor is currently retired. As for her hobbies
she enjoys walking, housekeeping, and watching television. As for her spiritual goals, our sister wis!
to get to know more people and read the Bible. Welcome to the family, sister!

Psalms 147:1 - fiPraise the Lord. How good it is to sing praises to our God, how pleasant and fitting
to praise Him! 0




o0oBut you are a chosen people, a holy nat:i

By Steve Aponte Sr., Carole Mathews, and Adriana Loor

COLINDA TAYLOR

Our new sister in Christ Colinda was first contacted by her mother, who is also our sister in Christ, Kathy Chessen. S
invited her to study the Bible and she accepted the invitation with gladness of heart. Soon afterwards, Colinda began studyi
the Bible with our sisters in Christ Martine Darcelin and Scenquetta Dixon. During her studies, she realized that she needec
God in her life. Not long after the studies, Colinda was baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness af her sin
May of 2007. Praise God!

Colinda, who is twentnine years young and married, was born and raised in Queens, New York and currently lives in
Coram, New York. Our sister comes from a A.M.E. church background, grew up in a household as an only child, and has a
who is nine years old named Jeremiah. Colinda is currently enrolled in school, studying to become a nurse. As fasher hob
she enjoys spending time with her son. As for her spiritual goals, our sister wishes to grow in the Lord. Welcomaily, the fa
sister!

Psalms 145:1 - i will extol You, my God, O King, and I will bless Your name forever and ever. 0

CARYN PRESSMAN

Our sister in Christ Caryn was first contacted by our brother in Christ Bryan Gray, when she was in ninth grade, but the
Lord still needed to soften her heart a great deal before she could become His servant. After her first year of Gilde, by
grace, she heard the Gospel again from our brother Lionel Williams and studied the Bible with him and Earl Wilkerson, the
minister of the Holiday Park Church of Christ in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Caryn was amazed and encouraged by the faith «
the brethren and the promise of everlasting life. She could not comprehend why Jesus died for her, when she had complete
ignored Him and blatantly sinned against him for so long, but she was grateful and wanted in! Consequently, Caryn was
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of her sins on August of 2002. Praise the Father in Heaven!

Caryn, who is twentjour years young and single, was born and raised in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. She lived in
Philadelphia for five years, while she went to Temple University, and currently resides in Centereach, New York. Caryn
recently moved to Long Island, so that she could be a part of the Long Island congregation (whose amazing faith had been
encouraging to her in her walk)! Our sister Caryn has an oldebtwilfer, older halbister, a younger brother, and a younge
sister, although she did not grow up with all of them. Caryn began going to attend a Presbyterian church with hemamother at
young age, when her father passed away, but she did not believe in God.

She is currently a Project Coordinator at a company in Hauppauge, New York. As for her hobbies, Caryn enjoys maki
jewelry and searching for and listening to Christian rap and soul music. As for her spiritual goals, our sister wislvéis to gr
her faith, so that she can do amazing things for our Lord! Caryn wants to get better at seeing everything througlyepiritual
so that she may trust the Lord with all of her heart. Praise for such a focus! Welcome to the family, sister!

Proverbs 3:5-7 - AiTrust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways
acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight. Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD and shun evil.0



0She shall be praisedébod

A LIFE OF CHANGE
Susan Wine

When we chose to follow Christ, we chose a life of change. As the Bible calls us to a new life in
Christ, we are challenged to renew our minds, change our actions in active repentance, and leave our old
ways behind, in order to live a new and different life in Christ. In addition, the world and the people around
us are in a constant state of flux; people die or move away, new people enter into our lives, relationships
change, we experience age related changes, our kids grow up, job or school responsibilities change, etc...
We look at some of these things as gains and some as losses, but, either way, changes are stressful becau
they call on us to respond, adjust, and adapt.

The only way to grow and mature in Christ is to undergo a continual growth process. This is not al-
ways easy! Our comfodesiring fleshly nature rebels, as we experience spiritual growing pains. We know
change is inevitable and we desire the fruits of greater growth and maturity, yet we often resist and dread

change in our | ives. Many of wus fear the unknov
If we cannot learn to handle change in a healthy godly way, we are prone to anxiety, depression, and ulti-
mately a | imited experience of Goddés bl essings i

Why do some people respond better to change than others? How can we handle the changes in our

' ives in a spirituall y he atestlignoed waifbexkbilifyoP styoc hbod sotg i os
traits that help people successfully deal with change in their IResliency is the ability to bounce back

from setbacks: Picture a rubber band that is stretched almost to the breaking point, but then is able to returr
to 1itsd relaxed and elastic state. When wee | ack
feel like a rubber band about to snap! If you can relate to this feeling, stuggreeiterance andsteadfast-

ness in the Bible, and ask God to help you grow in these qualiflemes 1:12 s a y Bessed i3 the man

who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life that God has

promised to those who love Him. 0 We want to be runners who donot
rough and we fall down a few (or many) times!

Flexibility means adaptabilityt he abi |l ity to adjust to changin
branches may be blown by the wind or weighed down with snow, but instead of breaking, the limbs bend
because they are flexible. Il n the same wdsgigh we
64:8s a y ¥, O Lord, You are our Father. We are the clay, You are the potter, we are all the work of
Your hand. 0O We want to be |like soft, moldable cl ay,

son is yielding and pliant; an inflexible person is stubborn, immovable, and stiff necked.

The only way we can be resilient to adverse conditions and be able to adapt to them in a flexible man-
ner is if we have a source of core strength which does not change or waiver. The willow tree is only able to
bend without falling over because it is rooted firmly in the ground! Remebathew 7:24-27:

NTherefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built

his house on the rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that

house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. But everyone who hears these words of

mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain came

down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash. 0

With God, we have a foundation of Rock that is not shaken by anything in the world. Our house is not built
on shifting sand! Even if everything and everyone around us changes, the Lord will not éhalaghi(

3:6a). When we are firmly rooted in God, as our solid Foundation, we have no need to dread change in our
lives - in fact, we can appreciate it and embrace it as evidence that God is working in us and around us!
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OFor the building up of t he Bodyéo

ANNOUNCEMENTS

&  We will not meet for Wednesday night Bible class on October 10" (Long Island and City).

& Devotional Services : October 5" and October 19" @ 8:00 P.M., here in the chapel. Please come early to
fellowship and to encourage one another.

& The next Mighty Man of God Seminar will be on October 27" 11:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M. in the N.Y.L.T. chapel.

& If you would like to order a cassette tape of a past sermon or seminar, please see Rob Dixon.

& If you would like to send a Church bulletin or a Bible study to an interested relative/friend on a regular basis,
please contact our brother Jack Peisel.

& We are now reserving the back two rows, to the | ef"
section, for the childrenbés classes on Sunday. We
elsewhere. Thank you!

&  All announcements should be submitted to Derek Peterson. Address/telephone changes can be e-mailed to
directory@licoc.org

& Parking reminder - Public Safety has issued a statement requesting that all church members and visitors
refrain from parking on any grass areas beyond the parking lots surrounding the chapel. Thank you for
your cooperation!

MISSIONARY SUPPORT

Z  APOIOGELICS PIESS ...ttt ettt e e e et e e e e s e bbbt e et e e e e e s bbb e e e e e e e e e s n e e e e e e eas International

A Y N OF: [N Y [T 1 (=TT West Monroe, Louisiana

A = (o] 1 O1 7=\ (o] o TP India

A © 11T = | (o [0 IS Y= 1] 4 1< El Salvador, Central America

oYour faith toward GodilThesssoniggsol®e f o

COMMUNITY BIBLE CLASS MINISTRIES

Long Island Ministry.....(Wednesday 7:30pa®8.: 30 p. m. ) é. . . RobeB22 Carr é. é
New York Institute of Technology Chapel, Carleton Avenue, Central Islip, N.Y.

City Ministryéééeé. . (8Nelhepdmy) &.: 3Pe ¢pr. e#33Gel abert
Individual House Churches

Spanish Ministry.....(Tuesday 7:30psa8 : 30 p. m. ) é. .. Char|-2889 G- mez é. é
New York Institute of Technology Chapel, Carleton Avenue, Central Islip, N.Y.

UPCOMING KINGDOM EVENTS

For anyone wanting to use his/her vacation in a fruitful way, take a vacation to help bring souls to Jesus. :) Join a
AfwWe Care Ministryo soul winning team and help bring
Mi ni stryo team Wikealdlison, sind Bill @dentRpom\aied oaard will be provided. If you have

any questions or need more information, please contact Bob Carr.

We Care Campaign ltinerary

2007/2008 Location
Oct 3-Oct 14 Waterbury, CT
Oct 31- Nov 11 Cordell, OK
Feb 20- March 2 Port Charlotte, FL




