WELCOME! TO TH
SUMMER LANE CH

OF CHRIST

Prayers.

Winifred and her family.
Agnes

Trevor; Irene.

Margaret and John.
Roy and Beryl.
Norman.
Joel 6s wor k

Joel's Father.

Joyce and her son
Keith.

Yemi and family

Val, Daryl and family
Blossom and her Family
All campaigns.

Those have Fallen
Away

To all our members who
are not here for one
reason or another.

That God may open
peopl ebds
gospel and that God will
add to our number.

Study
Summerlanecoc.com

ScripturesSay.com.
Address:

Summer Lane Church
of Christ, Geach
street, Summer lane,
Newtown, Birming-
ham. West Midlands.
B19 2NN.

VOLUME 2,

ISSUE

30

Summer Lane

AUGUST 5TH 2007

The Wrath of God

I n our politically correct
society it is not accepted
to talk about a God that will
destroy people for the sins
that they commit. The world
frowns on the idea of anger,
vengeameej aind righteous
indignation. Yet, while the
world doesn't like these con-

attitudes are condemned
within the scripture, no
doubt. However, in many of

the book of Revelation says
of Christ, the executor of
God's vengeance, "And out of

these instances, it is God who his mouth goeth a sharp

is angry or wrathful with man.
Such descriptions of God
need not be overlooked as
we seek to understand who
God is, but rather, examined.

cepts, the Bible makes it clear Why would God be angry or

that God has been, can be,
and will be to some a God of
wrath and anger. Not too
long ago cinema released a
new version of "The Ten
Commandments" in which
sinners were killed for the
sins that they committed.

The movie drew the picture &
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that God's wrath was unjust.
In a society that values inclu-
siveness and tolerance, that
picture doesn't go over too
well. However, the truth is

h e a rihas wetddn't hdef to be

ashamed of God's wrath, but
warn people that indeed God
will be vindicated one day.

The dictionary defines the
term "wrath" as follows:

"1. Forceful, often vindictive
anger.2. a. Punishment or
vengeance as a manifestation
of anger. b. Divine retribution
for sin." The word wrath
occurs 194 times in the King
James Version of the Bible.
The word "anger" is men-
tioned 228 times. There are
times when men with such

wrathful? Finding the answer

to that question will help us
understand the reason for

sword, that with it he should
smite the nations: and he shall
rule them with a rod of iron:
and he treadeth the wine-
press of the fierceness and
wrath of Almighty

God" (Revelation 19:15). The
bottom line is that God's
wrath isn't God's fault; it is

God's anger. First, sin is what the fault of those who sin.

kindles God's wrath. Genesis
6:56 states, "And GOD saw
that the wickedness of man
was great in the earth, and
that every imagination of the

thoughts of his heart was only

evil continually. And it re-
pented the LORD that he had
made man on the earth, and
it grieved him at his heart."
Because of man's sin, God
destroyed the earth with a
great flood. God's wrath was
present in the beginning of
the Bible and it is present at
its end as well. Again, in re-
sponse to man's sinfulness,

Second, God's wrath will fall
on some men because man's
sin offends God. God doesn't
punish sin simply because He
gets some kind of "kick" out
of doing it as some cartoon-
ists have tried to convey. Sin
is offensive to God. God's
character is such that He is
holy, righteous, and pure (1
Peter 1:1516). Because sin is
unholy, unrighteous, and cor-
rupt, it is offensive to the

very nature of God. Con-
sider Psalm 106:40. The
Psalmist writes, "Therefore
was the wrath of the LORD
kindled against his people,
insomuch that he abhorred
his own inheritance." God
had already explained to Is-
rael that idolatry was offen-
sive to Him (Exodus 20:8).
So, it was due to Israel's sin
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ol f we become
when we are

offended, and rightly

so, why ought God

not to be angry when

He i

s offende

Bible Studies for the Week of Al

AM SEeImMON......cooeiiiiieeie e e Each New Day (Ricci)
Scripture Reading for Serman..........cccooeeeeviccceeevveeeen, Psalm 118:24
Adult Bible Study........cccoooviiiiiiiiii e Fundamentals (Ricci)
Scripture Reading for service.............ceeeeee. Psalms 27; Luke 1823
Sunday School Class.............ceiiimmmccc e No.Details Given
Thursday Bible Class..........ccoovvvviiiiceeemmeciiee e Galatians (Trevor)
Ladies Bible Class..........uuuuuiiiii e e e
Men's Bible Class.........ccoooiiiiiiiiceeeeee e No Details Given

The Wrath of God (cont.)

(idolatry) that God was power." In this passage we lest it is God's wrath we
offended and therefore see that God's wrath flows experience at the Day of
angry with them. If we directly from the fact of His Judgment. Hebrews 10:31
become angry when we are righteousness and justice. tells us, "It is a fearful thing
offgnrqed,rand rightly so, Justice demands that some to fall into the hands of the
why ou%ht é{od notto be  penalty be paid for those  living God."

angry when He is offended? who commit wickedness.

And for those who will not

Finally, God will ultimately
accept God's generous of-

execute his wrath upon
sinful man because the fer of payment via the
wicked cannot go unpun- death of Jesus on the cross,
ished. 2 Thessalonians 4:6 SOMe other form of pay-

ol stafes, "Seeing it is a ment must be made. Ro-
righteous thing with God to Mans 6:23 says, "For the
recompense tribulation to ~ Wages of sin is death; but
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messengers of God,

and despised his

words, and misused

his prophets, until the

them that trouble you; And the gift of God is eternal
to you who are troubled life through Jesus Christ
rest with us, when the Lord ©ur Lord.”

Jesus shall be revealed fromYes, God's wrath is some-
heaven with his mighty an- thing of which we all need
gels, In flaming fire taking to be aware. Paul wrote,
vengeance on them that "Behold therefore the
know not God, and that goodness and severity of
obey not the gospel of our *R G « 5RPDQV
Lord Jesus Christ: Who we are in the love of God,
shall be punished with ever- then we need not be con-
lasting destruction from the cerned about God's wrath.
presence of the Lord, and However, if we are not,
from the glory of his then we need to beware
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wrath of the LORD

arose against his peo-

ple, till there was no
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cles 36:16)



