
seeing children as a reward, 

see them as a penalty, I'm 

afraid.  Children are reward-

ing in so many ways.  One 

can gain happiness and con-

tentment by enjoying the 

company and companionship 

of one's children.  One can 

rediscover old truths through 

a child's eyes.  One can also 

see one's influence live on 

into the future through one's 

children. 

The psalmist writes that the 

man who has his quiver full of 

children is a happy man.  

Happiness not only comes 

from the joy of one's chil-

dren's company, but also 

from the satisfaction of bring-

ing them up "in the nurture 

and admonition of the 

Lord" (Ephesians 6:4).  There 

is nothing more pleasant than 

a well behaved child and 

when that child grows to 

maturity and behaves himself 

in a responsible way in soci-

ety, parents have much in 

which they may delight. 

While many in society fail to 

place the appropriate value 

upon life and children, let us 

never so do.  Let us always 

count them as a blessing and 

remember that our children's 

life is a precious gift to be 

guarded, cherished, and 

wisely guided for the welfare 

of all. 

òL o, children are an 

heritage of the 

LORD: and the fruit of the 

womb is his reward.  As ar-

rows are in the hand of a 

mighty man; so are children 

of the youth.  Happy is the 

man that hath his quiver full 

of them: they shall not be 

ashamed, but they shall speak 

with the enemies in the 

gate" (Psalm 127:3-5). 

It has been said that one of 

the marks of a civilized soci-

ety is how they treat their 

children.  There are places in 

the world where child labor 

is still very real; there are 

also those who would enslave 

children and sell them for all 

sorts of horrible reasons.  I've 

heard gruesome stories 

(which I won't repeat) about 

children being murdered to 

advance drug smuggling.  Even 

in our own backyard, so to 

speak, child abuse and neglect 

surrounds us on a daily basis.  

To good and decent people, 

one wonders how such things 

can be done.  What are the 

motivations behind such be-

havior? 

Perhaps the biggest challenge 

that we face today in our 

society is the value that we 

place upon life.  Our society 

simply does not hold human 

life as precious as we ought.  

This is the reason why many 

pregnancies are terminated in 

the grisly practice of abor-

tion.  This is the reason why 

many children are neglected 

and abused.  This is why un-

scrupulous people in the 

world will enslave and employ 

child labor.  In contrast to 

such an attitude, the Bible 

teaches the value of a child's 

life. 

The quotation above from 

Psalms 127:3-5 sets forth the 

Bible's teaching on the value 

of children.  They are a heri-

tage from the Lord.  The 

word "heritage" has reference 

to that which we inherit.  

Most know what an inheri-

tance is and value it.  Chil-

dren are, in and of them-

selves, an inheritance; they 

are a blessing from Godña 

precious gift that we ought to 

treasure as we would an in-

heritance.  If more would 

have this understanding of 

their children, then perhaps 

instead of neglecting them, 

they would do well by them 

knowing that a time is coming 

when their work, in this re-

gard, will be returned to 

them. 

This passage also calls chil-

dren a "reward."  A reward is 

something that is given as a 

result of one's service to oth-

ers; a reward is also a bless-

ing.  Many people, instead of 
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òWhat if we in the 

Lord's church put out 

that kind of effort to 

save souls?ó 

Getting Out The Vote 

Bible Studies for the Week of Dec 9th, 2007 

guarantee (re)election. 

No idea or strategy is 

considered out of 

bounds if it will get out 

the vote. 

I wonder. 

What if we in the Lord's 

church put out that kind 

of effort to save souls? 

We certainly won't go 

beyond Scripture, like 

some, to attract people 

at all costs. We will re-

main true to the Word 

in every possible detail. 

But with that necessary 

restriction stated, what 

would happen if we sin-

gle-mindedly put the sav-

ing of souls at the top of 

our agenda, made salva-

tion of all people our 

priority, refused to cut 

corners or count the 

cost of preaching the 

whole gospel to the 

whole world? 

Paul wrote, "I have be-

come all things to all 

people, so that BY ALL 

MEANS I may save 

some" (1 Corinthians 

9:22, NET). 

What would happen if 

we made, on behalf of 

souls, the same effort 

politicians make for 

votes? 

After all, isn't that what 

we're all about? 

Jesus seemed to think so. 

He died to make it hap-

pen. 

Are you listening Sum-

mer Lane?? 

My next sermon on 

the 23rd will be taken 

from Revelation 3:1 -6. 

 

The USA will also shortly 

hold presidential elec-

tions. 

According to reports, 

one party is discouraging 

hostile voters from vot-

ing, and all parties are 

working to get voters 

favorable to their candi-

dates and positions to 

the polls. 

Politicians and parties 

spend millions to win 

elections. They chart 

strategies they think will 

win, hire specialists to 

spin campaigns, and build 

up networks to register 

people and get them to 

the polls. 

No effort is spared to 

elect candidates. Some-

times party radicals or 

even government officials 

resort to illegal means to 
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