Vol. 21 No. 8

Monthly
Bulletin

August 2008

CHURCH OF CHRIST

The Lord Jesus has
enabled us to serve in the
following capacity:

Evangelist
Robert Carr

Associate Evangelist
Pedro Gelabert

Spanish Minister
Charlie Gomez

Youth Minister
Roger Wine

Marriage Counselors
Derek Peterson
Fred Brown

Women's Counselors
Cindy Camberis
Adrienne Peterson
Carolyn Shlesinger
Sue Wine

‘Worship Director
Derek Peterson

Editor
Pedro Gelabert

Minister of Finance
Arthur Shlesinger

Long Island School
Of Evangelism

Office Telephone
(631) 348-7322

www.licoc.org
Info@licoc.org

P.O. Box 607M
Bay Shore, NY 11706

Praise God!!

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with
every spiritual blessing in Christ”. Eph 1:3

It is truly a supreme privilege not only to be in Christ Jesus, but also to be given awesome
opportunities to serve him in the most beautiful ways. We have been so blessed with the joy of serving in
the Campus Ministry — the joy of getting to serve day-by-day alongside a committed and encouraging group
of disciples, the joy of getting the honor of talking to literally hundreds of students each semester, and the
joy of seeing the maturing of new disciples as well our Father’s adding of new souls into the body of Christ!
These are joys I for one couldn’t have dreamt up years back, and yet here we are, with our great Lord
leading the way as he reveals himself more and more to a lost and dying world!

It has been certainly a ‘growth’ year in the Campus Ministry (when is it not?) yet I think with a
large crop of students graduating the year prior, it was always set to be a year of training and building up
the newly baptized students in the way of the Lord, as we served along side them in the Ministry. This as
we know is no easy task, and yet it really felt in many respects like we had just started all over with the
ministry, which while having its blessings was laden with many challenges. By God’s grace the year
started off well! The Lord was working as He added several new disciples, including the parents of one
disciple, into the fold at Stony Brook and one new disciple also at Old Westbury. There would be quite a
few more added both in the Fall and also in the Spring semester across all 3 outreach campuses (Stony
Brook, Old Westbury and Queensborough) all to the glory of the Father. Praise God! One new brother,
David Giacofei, baptized recently, was contacted over 2 years ago! Well this past semester he went on the
Stony Brook University website, recalling the name Christian Students Services (the ministry’s campus
name), he found out when/where we met and joined us one Tuesday evening. We soon studied the Bible
with him and after counting the cost, he accepted the awesome grace of our Lord Jesus Christ! What makes
the story even more inspiring is that David’s father is a Pastor in a denominational church and so he grew
up with strong denominational roots, attending “Christian” High School, etc., and yet he is standing firm
convicted by God’s love and willing to take a stand for the truth. Praise God!

The core challenge though as mentioned would always be in the raising of these young new
disciples to stand firm in their new faith. When one falls, as so often happens, it affects the whole and when
a large part of the whole are also new in Christ, well serious prayer and vigilance is needed. It was perfect
timing when our brother Bob began his series on prayer as that became the central call for us all as the
months ensued. Yet we thank God for His love and encouragement, His faithfulness and His grace! He has
worked all things out for good and strengthened the entire Ministry as a whole, with one fallen brother
already being restored to the fold with a renewed fervor! Praise God!!

Well a new year beckons, and I am especially looking forward to it! More so as I view this year as
a key ‘transition’ year since we are now blessed to have several young men who have matured in their
capacity to teach, administer and guide the newer younger members. This is what many of us have been
praying for and so it is a joy to watch the Lord work everything in His time — sometimes it’s those you least
expect that God eventually chooses — oh the blessed wisdom of God! This all provides even more
assurance that this truly is the Lord’s work. “...to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus
throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.”- [Eph 3:21 ESV] Praise God!!

Br. Ladi Davies



“Speaking about what we have seen and heard...”  Mark 5:19  Family Matters

In the Midst of Trouble

What do you do when the chips are down and life has just not been kind to you? Do you shrink back or do you
try and do everything on your own? There is a saying the world has used for years and it goes like this, “When
the going gets tough, the tough get going.” Fellow saints let me encourage you to have a new mindset and
attitude that goes like this, “When the going gets tough, the disciples get praying.”

I would like to encourage you have to have the mindset of David. First of all, I really doubt that any of us will
ever be persecuted like our brother David was. Psalm 27:2 says that the evildoers came to devour David’s
flesh. That just shows you the severity of David’s persecution and the troubles he was having.

Regardless of the troubles we may be having, we can still share in David’s mindset. Psalm 27:4 says, “* On e
thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my

|l ife, to gaze upon the beauty o fNotiteDavid’ifQRDIt vaasond t C
the Lord and heaven bound. David’s world was crumbling around him, yet his hope and trust was still on the

Lord.

So now I ask you, In the midst of your troubles who do you or what do you seek? I want to encourage you to
follow David’s example and seek the Lord!!!

Derek Peterson

“The Lord added to their number...” Acts 2:47  Baptisms
[DATE NAME TOWN
TIA/08 oo Eddie MOiS€........coovveuureiiiieeeiinnn, Port au Prince, Haiti

“They first gave themselves to the Lord...” 2 Corinthians 8:5

Weekly Budget: $ 8,500

DATE ATTENDANCE CONTRIBUTION
7/6/08 256 $8,064
7/13/08 278 $9,301
7/20/08 291 $7,294
7/27/08 263 $7,637




“She shall be praised...” Proverbs 31:30

Be Joyful Always...

I recently did a study on the topic of joy. There were a few things I found in the Bible about joy, including
the fact that it is a gift from God. Joy is the ability to exult in God no matter what the circumstances.
Ecclesiastes speaks a lot about joy, even the fact that [ need to REMEMBER to be joyful (Ecc 2:24). Why
would it say I have to remember to be joyful? With the disappointments and discouragements of life I can
easily lose my joy, so it’s something I have to be aware of. Joy, like all blessings, is directly linked to God.
Ecclesiastes will say “How can anyone have enjoyment without Him? (Ecc 2:25) Without a meaningful
relationship with God, who can truly enjoy life? The phrase ‘“eat, drink and be merry” throughout
Ecclesiastes is a picture of joyful living under the hand of God. Read about David, Daniel, Jesus and Paul,
among many others, who demonstrated this kind of joy. With God in the center of our lives, we have joy no
matter the circumstances.

David was able to exult in God even though his own son, Absalom, sought to destroy him (Psalm 3). Daniel
stood firm and exalted God when his enemies threw him into a lion’s den (Daniel 6). Jesus exulted in God
when He entrusted Himself to God at the crucifixion (Hebrews 12:1-2). Paul, along with Silas, sang songs of
praise to God from the prison cell they were chained in. All of these examples illustrate how the joy God
gives us is not dependent upon anything found in this world, but on our relationship with Him.

What are some things that take away our joy? Self-righteousness is one. Luke 18:9-14 says when we’re
exalting ourselves, or “looking out for #1”, it leaves us miserable, not joyful. The Pharisee in Luke 7:36-50
had a self righteous attitude, whereas the sinful woman anointing the Lord’s feet and wiping them with her
hair was crying in joy because of what Jesus had done for her. We can’t help but be joyful as we remember
that Jesus has taken away ALL our sins, and will continue to see us through this life into eternity! Looking to
glorify God, not self, is the key to having joy.

Sin that isn’t dealt with in my life steals my joy. I have to remember to be open with God about my feelings,
confess my sins to Him, and be transparent. James says to “confess your sins to each other”. God gives us
joy as we do these things and I’ve observed that those who practice these things are the most joyful disciples
in the body!

Ecclesiastes 6:1-2 speaks of the man whom God has blessed, but because he does not fear God (no
relationship), he cannot enjoy life as God intended. This man is unable to see his purpose in life because he
is without God. Compare him to the man in Ecc 5:18-20 who is also blessed by God and IS able to enjoy
God’s gifts because of his relationship with God. God has given us everything we need in this life and
because He is at the center of our lives, He also blesses us with the gift of joy.

— Carolyn Shlesinger



“For the building up of the Body...” Ephesians 4:12

ANNOUNCEMENTS

& We will not meet for Wednesday night Bible class on August 13" (Long Island and City).

& Devotional Services : August 8" and 22™ 8:00 PM. Please come early to fellowship and encourage one another.

& VBS:VBSis here at last! Aug 11™-15", 7-10pm in the chapel.

& Women 6 s G&taegdyfor Women's Da}: 2008 on October 4™. This year's theme is "Consider the Lilies."
Registration will take place from August 24™ through September 14™. Register early and take this opportunity to invite
your family, friends, and co-workers. Flyers are now available in the foyer.

& "Conguering Queens for Christ": The 3-day evangelistic campaign is scheduled for August 18, 19, 20. This is a full
3 day event. For more in see Rob Young or Rob James.

& If you would like to order a cassette tape of a past sermon or seminar, please see Rob Dixon.

& We are now reserving the front two rows for people who wish to be prayed with, during the song of invitation. Please
try to find seating elsewhere. Thank you!

& All announcements should be submitted to Derek Peterson.

& Address/telephone changes can be e-mailed to directory@licoc.org.

& Parking reminder - Public Safety has issued a statement requesting that all church members and visitors refrain
from parking on any grass areas beyond the parking lots surrounding the chapel. Thank you for your cooperation!

MISSIONARY SUPPORT

Z Apologetics Press International

Z e Care MINIS IS West Monroe, Louisiana

Z Ron Clayton India

Z  OSWaldO SaNCNCZ El Salvador, Central America

Z Doug & Lucy McDougle Moscow, Russia

“Your faith toward God has gone forth...” 1 Thessalonians 1:8

COMMUNITY BIBLE CLASS MINISTRIES

Long Island Ministry.....(Wednesday 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.)......Robert Carr........ (631) 348-7322
New York Institute of Technology Chapel, Carleton Avenue, Central Islip, N.Y.

City Ministry.............. (Wednesday 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.).....Pedro Gelabert ....(347) 392-4339
Individual House Churches

Spanish Ministry.....(Tuesday 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.)......Charlie Gémez........ (631) 772-2889
New York Institute of Technology Chapel, Carleton Avenue, Central Islip, N.Y.

UPCOMING KINGDOM EVENTS

For anyone wanting to use his/her vacation in a fruitful way, take a vacation to help bring souls to Jesus. :) Join a
“We Care Ministry” soul winning team and help bring people to the Lord. Learn the techniques of the “We Care
Ministry” team leaders: Larry West, Willie Tolison, and Bill Oden. Room and board will be provided. If you have
any questions or need more information, please contact Bob Carr.

We Care Campaign Itinerary

2008 Location
July 30 - Aug 10 Bellevue, NE
Sept 17 - Sept 28 Niceville, FL
Oct 15 - Oct 26 Chattanooga, TN
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