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The Great Bail Out

Money, money, money, money! When will the world learn that money does not make the world go
round? Today, people are so divided by the economic issues facing our country and the ideologies
of capitalism, socialism, interventionism and communism. The effect is a country that is
bewildered and confused, weakened in its ability to respond wisely to the myriad of choices it
faces.

Every time you turn on the TV or radio the hot topic is the economy. People are busy trying to
forecast and predict when the economy is going to turn around. Wall Street got a bail out and the
automakers are looking for a bail out too. Basically they are saying, “We do not want to be held
accountable for our actions.” The unemployment rate has reached an all time high, and more
companies are scheduled for some of the biggest layoffs in history. The result of all this confusion
and conflict is a crippled and stalled economy. Without teaching a college course on micro/macro
economics, I would like to encourage you with Spiritual Economics 101.

The world is looking for a bail out package, but all of us who’ve clothed ourselves with Christ
Jesus have already been bailed out. Ro ma n s 6: 23 says, “For t he
gi ft of God is eternal | Ail fheeamounnof nibiey in thetworld e
combined could not even begin to pay the debt of sin we have incurred. The billions that Wall
Street and the automakers are looking for will not even be a drop in the bucket when it comes
towards bailing out the cost of sin. However, we as disciples say, “Praise God!” because our God
has bailed us out with a totally free gift. Unlike the worldly bail outs, God gives us the gift of
eternal life, and we do not even have to pay it back. Amen! And guess what; we could not pay it
back anyway!

Brothers and sisters, I want to encourage you not to get caught up in these economic issues but to
focus on the spiritual issues at hand. Our goal should be preaching and teaching the world that we
have already been bailed out. Colossians 3:1-2 s ay s, “Since, t hen,
Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. ? Set
your minds on things above, not on eart hl

I do know that some of us may have already been affected by the economy, but we must press on.
Matthew 6:24-33, teaches us how important it is to seek first His kingdom, and when we do so,
God is going to bless us. Don’t worry. God knows exactly what you need and when you need it.

Guess what — I just heard the forecast: Stocks are up, for HE HAS RISEN! The greatest bail out
there ever was and will be is already here. Let us spur one another on not to be focused on the

worldly economy but on the spiritual economy and on teaching others about the true bail out, Jesus
Christ.

Derek Peterson
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QOur Brilliant Lord!
By Ladi A. Davies

AOh, the depth of t kmewvledgdofGodEdRom f1:33XEBV wi sdom an

I can’t help but get increasingly excited over the depth of the wisdom and brilliance of ou’'r God! Just when one thinks one has figured out
something about our Father, something truly greater and even more exciting is revealed, which usually illuminates the fact that we have only
just scratched the surface. This makes the present journey we are on an incredibly exciting and enlightening experience, one that makes us all
the more certain that it will ultimately end in a sort of radiant finale in the days or years to come (God so permitting).

How does this relate to our present ministries? J Well, the Bible affirms that if one is not experiencing all sorts of newness in one’s walk
with God, this will indeed reflect in one’s personal ministry — life will soon become more mundane. Campus meetings, evangelism, etc. will
soon become what they should never be -- ordinary. The truth is that there is no such thing (as ordinary) and will never be for us again! We,
who by the supreme grace of God and our Lord Jesus Christ, have entered into something brilliant, new, and best of all, true! In speaking of
this coming kingdom of God, the prophet Zachariah affirmed, “On that day the LORD their God will save them, as the flock of his people;
for like the jewels of a crown they shall shine on his land. For how great is his goodness, and how great his beauty! Grain shall make the
young men flourish, and new wine the young women,” (Zac. 9:17 ESV). God affirms through Zachariah that the people of God would
‘shine’ in this new reality, in the kingdom of God, and the young men and women would ‘flourish’. This is what we are praying more for as
a campus ministry -- that as we do what we always do in reaching out to the lost, we may not lose sight as to the kind of people they need to
see, specifically in our relationships with God, one another, and them. We pray to be this ‘shining’ and ‘flourishing’ people who hold out the
love of God shown in the good news of our Lord Jesus Christ. Indeed, it was the love of God manifested in the person of our Lord Jesus
Christ and the depth of his relationship to the Father that made our Lord’s teachings evermore astonishing and impact with such authority; as
prior to the teachings, we indeed learn that “the people living in darkness had seen a great light,” (Mat 4:16 ESV).

O Divine Lord, do lay evermore forcefully on our hearts these beautiful truths. Help us BE that ‘shining’ and ‘flourishing’ people as we seek
deeper to discern thy great, brilliant, and abiding will. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Love in Jesus.

h eas
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[DATE NAME TOWN
8/20/08 ..t Zita YOUNG....oooiiieiieiieiieieesie e Rosedale, NY
B/2T/08 ettt Paulette Ibeka..........ccccovevvrrerriinne Far Rockaway, NY
O/5/08 ..ottt Kelly Ajahi.....c.cccvevieniiniieieeienieeienns Copiague, NY

0They first gave t hemsedonttiss8s o t

Weekly Budget: $ 8,500

DATE ATTENDANCE CONTRIBUTION
11/2/2008 291 $9,904
11/9/2008 269 $7,835
11/16/2008 316 $7,930
11/23/2008 281 $7,394
11/30/2008 271 $7,571

h e
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ERNEST & CHERYL JOHNSON

Ernest and Cheryl Deas-Johnson are new members here at the Long Island Church of
Christ who had come from the Roosevelt Church of Christ in Roosevelt, New York. One day
our brother, Ernest was encouraged and invited by his mother to go to church with her at the
Roosevelt Church of Christ. Once there Ernest saw and realized he wanted to learn more about
God and began to study the bible with Walter Maxwell, who 1s the minister of the Roosevelt
Church of Christ. Ernest saw that he needed to change his life and follow God. Not long after
the studies, Ernest was baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of his sins on
August 24, 1986! Cheryl also was contacted by a member of the Roosevelt C.O.C. to come to
service with them. Cheryl continuing on the road to salvation realized she was lost and desired
to be a part of the Lord’s Church. She began doing studies and wanted to do God’s will and
was baptized for the forgiveness of her sins and became a disciple on August 12, 1996! Praise
God for both Ernest and Cheryl.

Ernest and Cheryl have been married for 7 years this December (Happy Anniversary) and
have seven children, Latisha, Pauline, Calvin, Anthony Kevin, Taurean and Jasmine. Ernest
was born in the Bronx and raised in Roosevelt New York. Cheryl was born in Manhasset, NY
and raised in Hempstead, NY and both are currently living here in Central Islip, NY. Our
brother grew up in a household with four brothers and seven sisters and our sister grew up with
one sister and one brother and both Ernest and Cheryl come from a Christian up bringing.
Ernest enjoys pool, bowling, cooking and prayerfully would like to open a martial arts school.
Cheryl is a full time mom who enjoys reading non-fiction books, singing, making pillows and
decorating and wants to be a child care provider. The spiritual goals of this encouraging and
blessed couple are to serve in the Lord’s church, Ernest desiring to be a deacon and Cheryl
desiring to serve in the children’s ministry.

Psalm 101:1-Al wi |l |l sing of your | ove and just.
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JIM & ELLE TARRANT

Jim and FElle are new members here at the Long Island Church of Christ who had come
from the Ward St. Church of Christ in Wallingford, Connecticut. While a student at the
University of Florida, our brother Jim was invited by Tom Ulsh to a Soul Talk (a campus bible
study). Jim began studying the bible with Tom Ulsh and Eddie Francis. Not long after the
studies, and after some rebelling and studying some more, Jim realized he needed a relationship
with God and needed to change. Jim was baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of his sins on March 27, 1977! Elle was working at Walt Disney World and a co-
worker asked her if she wanted to study the bible with him, she immediately said yes. Elle was
a teenager who loved God but felt powerless to do the things He wanted her to do. She could
see the truth of what she was learning from the bible, and could see that the church was bible
based and that the people really cared for her. This caused Elle to draw nearer to God and was
baptized on February 11, 1979! Praise the Lord for both Jim and Elle’s desire to become
disciples in His church!

Jim and Elle have been married for 23 and have three children, Matt, Jay and Isaac. Jim
was born in Bethesda Md. and raised in Virginia, North Carolina, Scotland and Florida. His dad
was in the Navy, so his family traveled a bit. Elle was born and raised in Orlando Florida and
both are currently living here in Lindenhurst, Long Island. Our brother Jim was raised with a
Catholic background and our sister Elle was raised with a Lutheran background. Jim enjoys
martial arts, fitness, reading and movies. Elle is a full time mom who likes animals, particularly
dogs, likes to cross stitch, read, cook and scrap booking. The spiritual goals for both Jim and
Elle are to serve in the Lord’s church, Jim desiring to teach adults and Elle desiring to serve in
the children’s ministry.

I Corinthians 9:9-11-For it i s written in the Law of
treading out the grain.:=z |Is it about oxe
doesn't He? Yes, this was written for us, because when the plowman plows and the thresher
threshes, they ought to do so in the hope of sharing in the harvest. If we have sown spiritual
seed among you, is it too much if we reap a material harvest from you?0
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Rested Development
By Adrienne M. Peterson

The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me

beside quiet waters, he restores my soul. He guides me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. (Psalm
23:1-3)

Several months ago, I found myself in uncharted and undesirable territory. I was in the midst of
circumstances that pained and unnerved me, completely challenging the very foundation of my life. We all
understand that bad times come, but it was important for me to find purpose and usefulness for these events
in my life. For an indefinite amount of time I made very little progress in this pursuit. Thankfully, a dear
sister —seeing my duress, passed along a sermon to me entitled “Rested Development”. What peace |
experienced from God’s Word when I remembered one simple point— I’m a sheep and my shepherd has
given me this time of rest!

As we all know, the scriptures liken us to sheep. (1Peter 2:25) Our lives bear a spiritual parallel to these
stinky and “not so smart” animals. Sheep are helpless, unable even to find their own food and water--hence,
the need for a shepherd. A good shepherd will lead his flock safely to food and water and will make them lie
down for proper rest.

If I'm a sheep, then I, too, have a shepherd who leads me daily and provides for my needs. This set of bad
circumstances was really not bad at all...rather a perfectly designed trial ground of rest. James 1:2-4 reads:
Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing
of your faith develops perseverance. Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and
complete, not lacking anything. Just like a shepherd will use his crook (his big staff) to stop his flock and
make them rest, God used this trial to stop me and make me rest. Sheep will thrive when rested, and God
will use our times of trial to make us rest—cease from distracting activity. We’re a busy people, part of an
even busier culture that never sees an end to what can occupy our time. Thank God for Jesus, our Perfect
Shepherd, who may use trials to stop us and bring us to His feet--our place of true rest and growth. It
became very clear to me that this is what was happening in my life. Jesus was calling for my attention and
needed growth was about to take place in my life.

Oddly enough while facing struggle, you probably feel you’re weakest, most tired, and stressed. Keep in
mind Paul’s comments in 2 Corinthians 12:10: That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in
insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong. These weak and
frail times are the moments when Christ fills us and begins his restorative work in our lives. The scriptures
remind us that it’s His power that is at work within us (Eph 3:20). When we submit to God in our trials, it
gives the Lord room and opportunity to work for us and on us. He would love to do it more often, but
honestly, are we always so willing to step out of the way when circumstances are in our favor? Our shepherd
knows our nature and will orchestrate the events in our lives for our benefit. (Romans 8:28) Thankfully,
when we entrust our lives to Him, we emerge stronger and more mature in our faith. Amen!

In closing and in stark honesty, I would have preferred an all-expense paid trip to Hawaii to rest and restore
myself-- but my Shepherd knew better! Besides, Hawaii is too hot for sheep! Let me leave you with a
memorable quote from an ancient Roman Poet named Ovid: Perfer et obdura,; dolor hic tibi proderit olim.
Be patient and tough; some day this pain will be useful to you.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
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We will not meet for Wednesday night Bible class on December 24" (Long Island and City).

Devotional Services : December 5™ and 19" 8:00 PM. Please come early to fellowship and encourage one another.
Video Library:  If you have any items taken out from the video library, please make sure they are signed out or return
them if youdbére done with them. Pl ease see Rob Dixon
If you would like to order a cassette tape of a past sermon or seminar, please see Rob Dixon.

We are now reserving the front two rows for people who wish to be prayed with, during the song of invitation. Please
try to find seating elsewhere. Thank you!

All announcements should be submitted to David Luhrs.

Address/telephone changes can be e-mailed to directory@licoc.org.

Parking reminder - Public Safety has issued a statement requesting that all church members and visitors refrain
from parking on any grass areas beyond the parking lots surrounding the chapel. Thank you for your cooperation!
Dear brethren, as we continue to grow it is the goal of the church to continue to help support the full-time workers,
various missionary works and provide benevolence to those in need, in keeping with the main purpose of spreading
the Gospel and bringing the lost souls to Christ. It is with this in mind that the weekly budget amount will be increased
to $9000.00 in January of 2009. May the Lord continue to bless you richly as you serve Him and His Kingdom.d
Arthur Shlesinger, Minister of Finance

MISSIONARY SUPPORT

NNNNN

Apologetics Press International

We Care Ministries West Monroe, Louisiana

Ron Clayton India

Oswaldo Sanchez El Salvador, Central America

oOYour faith toward Go diThessdonigpsll e

COMMUNITY BIBLE CLASS MINISTRIES

Long Island Ministry.....(Wednesday 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.)......Robert Carr........ (631) 348-7322
New York Institute of Technology Chapel, Carleton Avenue, Central Islip, N.Y.

City Ministry.............. (Wednesday 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.).....Pedro Gelabert ....(347) 732-2101
Individual House Churches

Spanish Ministry.....(Tuesday 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.)......Charlie Gémez........ (631) 772-2889
New York Institute of Technology Chapel, Carleton Avenue, Central Islip, N.Y.

UPCOMING KINGDOM EVENTS

For anyone wanting to use his/her vacation in a fruitful way, take a vacation to help bring souls to Jesus. :) Join a
“We Care Ministry” soul winning team and help bring people to the Lord. Learn the techniques of the “We Care
Ministry” team leaders: Larry West, Willie Tolison, and Bill Oden. Room and board will be provided. If you have
any questions or need more information, please contact Bob Carr.

We Care Campaign Itinerary

2008 Location
Jan21 - Feb 1 Mesa, AZ

April 15 - April 26 Amarillo, TX

OFor the building up of t he Bodyéo
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