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The Power of Acceptance 
 

          Growing up is sometimes terrifying.  Maybe thatôs not the way you see it, but I suspect that 

there are many of us who do.  I remember being nervous, before the first day of school every year.  

I knew a lot of people and my experience in school was generally positive, but it was all those 

unknowns that got me.  Who was going to be in my class?  What was my teacher going to be like?  

How was I going to do? 

          Even though I knew a lot of what to expect, I was nervous; in fact maybe it was because I 

knew what to expect.  I would meet kids I liked, but there were going to be kids that I didnôt like 

and who didnôt like me.  School was really rough for some kids - I saw kids who were taunted 

mercilessly.  I felt so bad for them and worried if I would be next?  I had teachers who were 

ridiculed by students and seemed powerless to stop it; I felt so bad for them.  What could I do, if 

the teacher couldnôt stop it?  It was out of control.  I felt ashamed because, at times, I was part of 

the taunting and rebellion, mostly because I was afraid that if I didnôt join in, I would be the next 

victim. 

          These were scary times because I didnôt want to be rejected, which is a universal fear.  I 

have come to find that there is a power far greater than fear of rejection; itôs the power of 

acceptance.  While rejection is still hurtful, on some level, it doesnôt hold so much power over you 

when you know there is someone who accepts you just the way you are.  This is a truth we learn as 

we grow up and mature.  In fact, acceptance is so powerful that it can give you strength that you 

didnôt even know you had! 

          God accepts us, just as we are.  He is not waiting for us to get better, or grow stronger, or 

improve our performance, before He accepts us.  His acceptance is so powerful that it can enable 

us to stand, even when the world - the whole world rejects us! Thatôs powerful! 

          In the novel Jane Eyre, by Charlotte Bronte, Jane is a child who has been mistreated, 

maligned, and rejected.  Rejection is a powerful reality in her life and sheôs not sure that she can go 

on.  She has a friend who accepts her, who believes in her, and who reaches out to her in wisdom 

saying: 

 

ñHush, Jane!  You think too much of the love of human beings; you are too impulsive, too 

vehement: the Sovereign hand that created your frame, and put life into it, has provided you with 

other resources than your feeble self, or than creatures feeble as you.  Besides this earth, and 

besides the race of men, there is an invisible world and a Kingdom of spirits: that world is round 

us, for it is everywhere; and those spirits watch us, for they are commissioned to guard us; and if 

we were dying in pain and shame, if scorn smote us on all sides, and hatred crushed us, angels see 

our tortures, recognize our innocenceéand God waits only the separation of the spirit from flesh 

to crown us with full reward.  Why, then, should we ever sink overwhelmed with distress, when life 

is so soon over and death is so certain an entrance to happiness - to glory?ò 

 

          The acceptance of a friend strengthened Jane and the words she spoke stayed with her the 

rest of her life.  These words remind us of the reality of the Kingdom of God and that God sees all 

and He cares for us.  Though the world reject us, we have One who accepts us (just as we are) and 

Who will, at the right time, bring us to glory.  In Christ, there is acceptance and in that acceptance, 

there is power and hope. 
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òThe Lord added to their numberéó          Acts 2:47       Baptisms  

òThey first gave themselves to the Lordéó          2 Corinthians 8:5  

Learning to Trust in the Lord 
Kevin Booker 

 

Proverbs 3:5  - ñTrust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding .ò 
 
Brothers and sisters, there are many times in our walk with the Lord that we find ourselves in situations where we will have to decide whether to trust in 
God or to trust in ourselves.  Letôs look at what can happen when we do not trust in God and, instead, think that we know what is best: 
  

I Samuel 15:23 -26  ï ñóFor rebellion is as the sin of divination, and presumption  is as iniquity and idolatry.  Because you have rejected the 
Word of the LORD, He has also rejected you from being king.ô  Saul said to Samuel, óI have sinned, for I have transgressed the commandment of 
the LORD and your words, because I feared  the people and obeyed their voice .  Now therefore, please pardon my sin and return with me that 
I may worship the LORD.ô  And Samuel said to Saul, "I will not return with you.  For you have rejected the Word of the LORD, and the LORD has 
rejected you from being king over Israel ."  

 
Now letôs look at an example of someone who trusted in the Lord with all their heart: 
 

Daniel 6:20 -23  - ñAs he came near to the den where Daniel was, he cried out in a tone of anguish.  The king declared to Daniel, óO Daniel, ser-
vant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to deliver you from the lions?ô  Then Daniel said to the king, óO king, 
live forever!  My God sent His angel and shut the lions' mouths, and they have not harmed me, because I was found blameless before Him; and 
also before you, O king, I have done no harm.ô  Then the king was exceedingly glad, and commanded that Daniel be taken up out of the den.  So 
Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no kind of harm was found on him, because he had trusted in his God .ò 

  
As we can see, from what happened to Saul, when you do not fully trust in the Lord, you will end up giving into fear, listening to 
others, or doing what you think is best.  This will result in you being disobedient to God.  Daniel was in a situation that w as very 
similar to Saulôs.  He had the option of giving into fear, and listening to men, or being obedient to Godôs will.  Because Daniel 
trusted in God with all his heart, he obeyed Him (even in the face of death).  Not only was Daniel delivered from his trial, but, by 
trusting in God, he caused the name of the Lord God Almighty to be proclaimed and uplifted among people all over the earth! 
(Daniel 6:25 -27) 
 
Brothers and sisters, trusting fully in God will take away all of our anxietyôs, fears, and worries, and will give us peace, confidence, 
and security to do His will.  Most importantly, we will give praise, honor, and glory to our Heavenly Father, not just with o ur lips, 
but with our lives!  
  
Jeremiah 17:7 -8  - ñBlessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, whose trust is the LORD.  He is like a tree planted by water,  
that sends out its roots by the stream, and does not fear when heat comes, for its leaves remain green, and is not anxious in  the 
year of drought, for it does not cease to bear fruit .ò 

   Weekly Budget: $ 8,500 

DATE ATTENDANCE CONTRIBUTION 

1/6/08 273 $8,526 

1/13/08 273 $7,134 

1/20/08 286 $7,089 

1/27/08 320 $7,697 

 
 
 

 

08/01/05 ................................................ Isaac Awunteenga ........................................ Ghana, Africa 

08/18/07 ................................................ Nzingha Blackman ............................................... Brooklyn 

08/20/07 .................................................. Nick Henderson ......................................................Selden 

09/17/07 ................................................ Richard Kugblemi ........................................ Ghana, Africa 

01/06/08 .................................................. Tony Rodriguez ......................................................... Islip 

01/31/08ééééééééé.éééé..Ron Bruceééééééééééééé......Queens 

DATE NAME     TOWN 

òSpeaking about what we have seen and heard...ó       Mark 5:19      Family Matters 



ARTHUR SHLESINGER 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
          Our brother in Christ Arthur Shlesinger has been a disciple of Christ for twenty-two years!  

ñWhile I was waiting for my car to be fixed at a repair shop, I met our sister in Christ Carolyn Wine (at 

the time).  We were both waiting for our cars and we started talking.  She invited me to check out a 

óLife Talkô in the area.  I enjoyed it so much that I began studying the Bible with the minister soon 

after.  Having a Jewish background, I needed to know more about the indescribable love of Jesus and 

the hope that He offers us through the eternal life that is described in Godôs Word.  I was shown these 

Scriptures and realized that everything that was said in the Bible is applicable to life, my life!  Once 

learning this, I realized that the hope of eternal life is real and that I wanted to be a part of it.  I wanted 

to obey God and I wanted to please our Great Father (and our Great God) and be with Him forever in 

Heaven!ò  After the studies, Arthur was baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of his 

sins on April 21, 1986!  All praise to our Lord Jesus Christ! 

          Arthur is married to our wonderful and encouraging sister in Christ, Carolyn Shlesinger, and has 

a beautiful daughter named Julia, who is sixteen years old.  Arthur was born in Brooklyn, New York, 

raised in Long Island, New York, and currently resides in Melville, New York.  Our brother grew up in 

a household with a Jewish background.  Arthur started performing Lord Supper lessons in his early 

disciple years.  Not long after that, he was asked to preach.  He then became Worship Service Director 

for over nine years and, ever since, has been serving in benevolence (performing treasury work for the 

Lordôs Church).  Arthur enjoys working out with weights.  He does so to keep the Lordôs temple in 

good physical shape, so that he can continue to do His work as a farmer (who plows the fields in order 

to raise and nurture plants and trees in Long Island).  He does the same encouraging things in the 

Lordôs Church by praying for the brethren and giving of his love, as Jesus Christ does, with much 

sincerity.  Our brother wishes to continue to serve God, with the talents He has given him, and to give 

all honor and glory to our great Lord Jesus Christ.  AMEN! 

 

I Corinthians 9:9-11 - For it is written in the Law of Moses: ñóDo not muzzle an ox while it is treading 

out the grain.ô  Is it about oxen that God is concerned?  Surely He says this for us, doesn't He?  Yes, 

this was written for us, because when the plowman plows and the thresher threshes, they ought to do so 

in the hope of sharing in the harvest.  If we have sown spiritual seed among you, is it too much if we 

reap a material harvest from you?ò 
 

        

òThey are keeping watch over your souls...ó Hebrews 13:17 Whoõs Who in the Church 



CHARLIE GÓMEZ 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

          Our brother in Christ Charlie Gómez has been a disciple of Christ for sixteen 

years!  ñWhile I was attending Stony Brook University, I was approached several 

times (by brethren from this congregation) and was asked if I wanted to study the 

Bible with them.  I rejected them many times in a hostile manner.  Thatôs when my 

trials began and was humbled by God, in several different ways, and realized that I 

was deceiving myself and wasting my life away.  I was affected greatly by the grace 

that God was offering to such a sinner like myself and decided to accept His offer of 

salvation.  I was contacted again by Rebecca Young (Aponte at the time) and 

studied the Bible with a brother from the Kingdom of our Lord and Savior. Through 

Scripture, I learned two things:  1) My sins were forgiven when Jesus died on the 

Cross;  2) How much He loved me!  Thank you, Father, for loving me 

unconditionally and showing me the Way.  Our brother Charlie obeyed the Gospel 

on June 2, 1992!  Praise God! 

          Charlie is married to an encouraging and beautiful sister in Christ, Bernadette 

Gómez, and has a lovely son named Christian, who is three years old.  Charlie was 

born and raised in Puerto Rico and currently resides in Shirley, New York.  He is 

currently our full-time Spanish Minster, here at the Long Island Church of Christ.  

Charlie enjoys sports and reading, but his real enjoyment comes from reaching out 

to the Spanish community in Long Island (preaching and sharing the Gospel)!  Our 

brother wants to make sure that he fulfills his calling, to edify the Spanish Ministry, 

and to be used by God to spread His Message.  Praise is to God! 

 

Matthew 28:19 - ñTherefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 

in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.ò 

òThey are keeping watch over your souls...ó Hebrews 13:17 Whoõs Who in the Church 



 

  By Steve Aponte Sr., Carole Mathews, and Adriana Loor 

 

 

                                   

KAWA LAU  

 

          Our new brother in Christ Kawa Lau was first contacted by brethren from Lordôs Church in Texas.  Kawa 

was an exchange student living in Texas with our sister in Christ Tammy and her family (who are members at 

the Tenth and Broad Street Church of Christ).  He moved to New York so that he could attend college, while 

maintaining contact with Tammy and her children.  At that point, he had wanted to study the Bible.  Our brother 

Miguel Rodriquez was in Texas, at the time, going to school (while worshipping at Tammyôs Church) when he 

was approached by Tammy.  She then asked Miguel if he knew any brethren in New York who could reach out 

to Kawa and study the Bible with him.  Miguel reached out to our brother Michael Chan and gave him the 

information on Kawa.  As they say, the rest is history!  Kawa soon began studying the Bible with Mike and 

wanted to know all about God.  Not long after the studies, Kawa was baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for 

the forgiveness of his sins on December 16, 2007.  Praise God! 

          Kawa Lau, who is nineteen years old and single, was born and raised in China and currently lives in 

Oakland Gardens, New York.  Our brother, who is of Chinese descent, comes from a non religious background.  

Kawa has one sister named Celia.  He currently is in school studying Business Administration and enjoys 

basketball, playing the guitar, and opera.  As for his spiritual goals, our brother wishes to preach to others and to 

his family.  Welcome to the Lordôs family, brother! 

 

Psalm 119:160 - ñAll your Words are true; all your Righteous Laws are eternal.ò 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WENDY REYES 
 

          Our new sister in Christ Wendy Reyes was first contacted by our sister in Christ Eileen Maldonado at the 

college that they were both attending.  Wendy soon began studying the Bible with our sisters Eileen Maldonado 

and Tisheeka Evans.  Wendy wanted to get to know God and to follow Him.  Not long after the studies, Wendy 

was baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of her sins on November 25, 2007!  Praise God! 

          Wendy Reyes, who is twenty-four years old and single, was born in the Dominican Republic and was 

raised in Brooklyn, New York (where she is currently living).  Our sister was raised with a Catholic 

background.  She has one brother named Cesar and two sisters named Esthefany and Marlin.  Wendy is a 

teacher.  As for her hobbies, she enjoys reading and volunteer work.  As for her spiritual goals, our sister wishes 

to grow more in Christ and build healthy relations with the Body.  Welcome to the Lordôs Church, sister! 

 

Romans 5:6 - ñYou see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.ò 

òBut you are a chosen people, a holy nation...ó 1 Peter 2:9     New Member Profile 



 

  By Steve Aponte Sr., Carole Mathews, and Adriana Loor 

 

 

                                   

MATTHEW DINER 
 

          Our new brother in Christ Matthew Diner was first contacted by our brother Ladipo Davies, back in the 

spring of 2007.  Ladipo approached Matthew on the grounds of Stony Brook University campus. He soon began 

studying the Bible with Ladipo and our brother Jeffrey Jones.  After studying the Bible and attending several 

Devotional and Spanish services, for about four to five months, Matthew decided to give his life to Christ.  He 

was baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of his sins on August 31, 2007.  Praise God! 

          Matthew, who is twenty-two years old and single, was born and raised in Centereach, New York.  Our 

brother comes from a Catholic religious background and grew up with his twin sister, Erica.  Matthew is Italian, 

Filipino, and Austrian.  He currently lives in Centereach and is a senior at Stony Brook University, studying 

Linguistics.  Matthew enjoys spending time with his family and friends, reading the Bible, and spreading the 

Good News about Jesus Christ to everyone.  As for his spiritual goals, our brother wishes to grow closer to God, 

grow stronger in his faith, increase his knowledge of the Bible, and to spread the Good News to all his friends 

and family.  Welcome to the family, brother, and praise God for your excitement! 

 

I Thessalonians 5:23-24 - ñMay God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through.  May your 

whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  The One who calls you is 

faithful and He will do it.ò 
 

 

 

 

 

KRYSTAL PATTERSON 
 

          Our new sister in Christ Krystal Patterson observed her parents, Deanna and Sterling Patterson (who 

are also her sister and brother in Christ), and asked them if she can become a disciple of Christ.  Krystal 

soon began studying the Bible with Denise Weston and Jewel Eberhardt and realized that she wanted to 

have her sins washed away and to be with Jesus in His Church.  Consequently, not long after the studies, 

Krystal was baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of her sins on August 17, 2007.  Praise 

God! 

          Krystal Patterson, who is sixteen years old and single, was born and raised in Central Islip, New 

York and currently resides in Islandia, New York.  Our sister lives in a Christian household and has one 

sister named Dôona and a brother named Kamal.  Our sister is currently in high school and enjoys music 

and dancing.  She, one day, hopeôs to be a teacher.  As for her spiritual goals, she wishes to learn more 

about God and spread the Gospel.  Praise God!  Welcome into the Lordôs Church, sister! 

 
Romans 1:8 - ñFirst, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is being reported 

all over the world.ò 

òBut you are a chosen people, a holy nation...ó 1 Peter 2:9     New Member Profile 



òShe shall be praisedéó          Proverbs 31:30 

A Beautiful Mind 
By Carolyn Shlesinger 

 

          Sometimes a picture is worth a thousand words.  I recently saw a popular movie, ñA 

Beautiful Mindò, and thought that it was such a good visual of spiritual realities and our 

battles to stay focused on what are real - Jesus Christ and His love.  The movie is an in-

spiring true story about the life of John Nash, a brilliant mathematician, who suffered 

from severe mental illness.  Yet, through the love and support of his wife, he was able to 

triumph, even to win the Nobel Prize in Economics in 1994.  His fight made me think 

about the power of Godôs love, the spiritual battle that goes on (as our flesh constantly dis-

tracts us), and the delusions that are always being cast before us by Satan, to cloud our 

minds.  (Ephesians 6:10-19) 

          In the movie, the main charactersô illness was causing him to be able to not know 

what was real and what wasnôt, his mind enslaving him with fear.  Through the steadfast 

devotion of his wife, he was able to be helped to see what was real.  Satan is the master 

deceiver (John 8:44) and is always working to deceive our minds with his lies.  Only Je-

sus clarifies my mind with His Truth and helps me to see what is real and what is not. (2 

Corinthians 4:16-18) 

          My flesh is always battling against my spirit.  Paul said, in Romans 7:21-23, 

ñWhen I want to do good, evil is right there with me.  For in my inner being I delight in 

Godôs Law; but I see another law at work in the members of my body, waging war against 

the Law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within my mem-

bers.ò  My flesh is my distraction.  As Romans 12:2 says, ñDo not conform any longer to 

the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.ò I must keep 

renewing my mind in order for my flesh not to win the battle. 

          Jesus, and His love, is my reality.  In the movie, the manôs wife helped him to not 

be overcome by his delusions and distractions.  She kept pointing out what was real - her 

love - and wouldnôt leave him, even when all seemed hopeless.  Knowing Jesus helps me 

be able to know what is real and what is counterfeit, in this life.  Jesus is my reality - even 

when all seems hopeless.  He will never leave me and never forsake me. (Hebrews 13:5) 

          Jesus, and His love, is my reality.  Satan is my deceiver and my flesh is my 

distraction.  Like the man in this movie, who attributed his success to his wifeôs love and 

achieved extraordinary things, success and a truly beautiful mind come from ignoring the 

delusions and distractions (not entertaining them) and focusing on whatôs real - Jesus and 

His love.  Read Colossians 3, which says, 1) ñSet your hearts on things above; 2) set your 

minds on things above, not on earthly things.  3) For you died, and your life is now hidden 

with Christ in God. 4) When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear 

with him in glory.ò  Amen! 



òFor the building up of the Bodyéó          Ephesians 4:12 

òYour faith toward God has gone forthéó          1 Thessalonians 1:8 

 

 

 
 

& We will not meet for Wednesday night Bible class on February 13
th 

(Long Island and City). 
& Devotional Services :  February 8

th
 and February 22

nd
 8:00 P.M., here in the chapel.  Please come early to fellowship 

        and to encourage one another. 
& Womenôs Events: Save this date, Ladies!  The L.I.C.O.C. Womenôs Retreat will run from June 20

th
 - June 21

st
 and 

        Womenôs Day will be held on October 4
th
. 

& If you would like to order a cassette tape of a past sermon or seminar, please see Rob Dixon. 
& If you would like to send a Church bulletin or a Bible study to an interested relative/friend on a regular basis, please 
        contact our brother Jack Peisel. 
& We are now reserving the back two rows, to the left of the Lobby (closest to the menôs room) in the big section, for the 
        childrenôs classes on Sunday.  We are asking that if you are not teaching, please sit elsewhere.  Thank you! 

& All announcements should be submitted to Derek Peterson.  Address/telephone changes can be e-mailed to 
        directory@licoc.org 
& Parking reminder - Public Safety has issued a statement requesting that all church members and visitors refrain  from 
        parking on any grass areas beyond the parking lots surrounding the chapel.  Thank you for your cooperation! 
 

 
 

 

Z Apologetics Press ..........................................................................................................................International 
Z We Care Ministries......................................................................................................West Monroe, Louisiana 
Z Ron Clayton................................................................................................................................................India 
Z Oswaldo Sanchez................................................................................................El Salvador, Central America 
Z Doug & Lucy McDougle............................................................................................................Moscow, Russia 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MISSIONARY SUPPORT 

 COMMUNITY BIBLE CLASS MINISTRIES 
 

 Long Island Ministry.....(Wednesday 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.)é...Robert Carré.é.(631) 348-7322 

New York Institute of Technology Chapel, Carleton Avenue, Central Islip, N.Y. 

 

 City Ministryéééé..(Wednesday 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.)é..Pedro Gelabert é.(347) 392-4339 

Individual House Churches 

                                                                                                                                                                             

Spanish Ministry.....(Tuesday 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.)é...Charlie G·mezé.é.(631) 772-2889 

New York Institute of Technology Chapel, Carleton Avenue, Central Islip, N.Y. 

 

UPCOMING KINGDOM EVENTS 
 

For anyone wanting to use his/her vacation in a fruitful way, take a vacation to help bring souls to Jesus. :)  Join a 

ñWe Care Ministryò soul winning team and help bring people to the Lord.  Learn the techniques of the ñWe Care 

Ministryò team leaders: Larry West, Willie Tolison, and Bill Oden.  Room and board will be provided.  If you have 

any questions or need more information, please contact Bob Carr. 
 

We Care Campaign Itinerary 

2008 Location 

Feb 20 - March 2 Port Charlotte, FL 

April 16 - April 27  Abilene, TX 

May 21 - June 1 Williamsburg, VA 


