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The Power of Acceptance 
 

          Growing up is sometimes terrifying.  Maybe thatôs not the way you see it, but I suspect that 

there are many of us who do.  I remember being nervous, before the first day of school every year.  

I knew a lot of people and my experience in school was generally positive, but it was all those 

unknowns that got me.  Who was going to be in my class?  What was my teacher going to be like?  

How was I going to do? 

          Even though I knew a lot of what to expect, I was nervous; in fact maybe it was because I 

knew what to expect.  I would meet kids I liked, but there were going to be kids that I didnôt like 

and who didnôt like me.  School was really rough for some kids - I saw kids who were taunted 

mercilessly.  I felt so bad for them and worried if I would be next?  I had teachers who were 

ridiculed by students and seemed powerless to stop it; I felt so bad for them.  What could I do, if 

the teacher couldnôt stop it?  It was out of control.  I felt ashamed because, at times, I was part of 

the taunting and rebellion, mostly because I was afraid that if I didnôt join in, I would be the next 

victim. 

          These were scary times because I didnôt want to be rejected, which is a universal fear.  I 

have come to find that there is a power far greater than fear of rejection; itôs the power of 

acceptance.  While rejection is still hurtful, on some level, it doesnôt hold so much power over you 

when you know there is someone who accepts you just the way you are.  This is a truth we learn as 

we grow up and mature.  In fact, acceptance is so powerful that it can give you strength that you 

didnôt even know you had! 

          God accepts us, just as we are.  He is not waiting for us to get better, or grow stronger, or 

improve our performance, before He accepts us.  His acceptance is so powerful that it can enable 

us to stand, even when the world - the whole world rejects us! Thatôs powerful! 

          In the novel Jane Eyre, by Charlotte Bronte, Jane is a child who has been mistreated, 

maligned, and rejected.  Rejection is a powerful reality in her life and sheôs not sure that she can go 

on.  She has a friend who accepts her, who believes in her, and who reaches out to her in wisdom 

saying: 

 

ñHush, Jane!  You think too much of the love of human beings; you are too impulsive, too 

vehement: the Sovereign hand that created your frame, and put life into it, has provided you with 

other resources than your feeble self, or than creatures feeble as you.  Besides this earth, and 

besides the race of men, there is an invisible world and a Kingdom of spirits: that world is round 

us, for it is everywhere; and those spirits watch us, for they are commissioned to guard us; and if 

we were dying in pain and shame, if scorn smote us on all sides, and hatred crushed us, angels see 

our tortures, recognize our innocenceéand God waits only the separation of the spirit from flesh 

to crown us with full reward.  Why, then, should we ever sink overwhelmed with distress, when life 

is so soon over and death is so certain an entrance to happiness - to glory?ò 

 

          The acceptance of a friend strengthened Jane and the words she spoke stayed with her the 

rest of her life.  These words remind us of the reality of the Kingdom of God and that God sees all 

and He cares for us.  Though the world reject us, we have One who accepts us (just as we are) and 

Who will, at the right time, bring us to glory.  In Christ, there is acceptance and in that acceptance, 

there is power and hope. 
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òThe Lord added to their numberéó          Acts 2:47       Baptisms  

òThey first gave themselves to the Lordéó          2 Corinthians 8:5  

Learning to Trust in the Lord  
Kevin Booker 

 

Proverbs 3:5  - ñTrust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding .ò 
 
Brothers and sisters, there are many times in our walk with the Lord that we find ourselves in situations where we will have to decide whether to trust in 
God or to trust in ourselves.  Letôs look at what can happen when we do not trust in God and, instead, think that we know what is best: 
  

I Samuel 15:23 -26  ï ñóFor rebellion is as the sin of divination, and presumption  is as iniquity and idolatry.  Because you have rejected the 
Word of the LORD, He has also rejected you from being king.ô  Saul said to Samuel, óI have sinned, for I have transgressed the commandment of 
the LORD and your words, because I feared  the people and obeyed their voice .  Now therefore, please pardon my sin and return with me that 
I may worship the LORD.ô  And Samuel said to Saul, "I will not return with you.  For you have rejected the Word of the LORD, and the LORD has 
rejected you from being king over Israel ."  

 
Now letôs look at an example of someone who trusted in the Lord with all their heart: 
 

Daniel 6:20 -23  - ñAs he came near to the den where Daniel was, he cried out in a tone of anguish.  The king declared to Daniel, óO Daniel, ser-
vant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to deliver you from the lions?ô  Then Daniel said to the king, óO king, 
live forever!  My God sent His angel and shut the lions' mouths, and they have not harmed me, because I was found blameless before Him; and 
also before you, O king, I have done no harm.ô  Then the king was exceedingly glad, and commanded that Daniel be taken up out of the den.  So 
Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no kind of harm was found on him, because he had trusted in his God .ò 

  
As we can see, from what happened to Saul, when you do not fully trust in the Lord, you will end up giving into fear, listening to 
others, or doing what you think is best.  This will result in you being disobedient to God.  Daniel was in a situation that w as very 
similar to Saulôs.  He had the option of giving into fear, and listening to men, or being obedient to Godôs will.  Because Daniel 
trusted in God with all his heart, he obeyed Him (even in the face of death).  Not only was Daniel delivered from his trial, but, by 
trusting in God, he caused the name of the Lord God Almighty to be proclaimed and uplifted among people all over the earth! 
(Daniel 6:25 -27) 
 
Brothers and sisters, trusting fully in God will take away all of our anxietyôs, fears, and worries, and will give us peace, confidence, 
and security to do His will.  Most importantly, we will give praise, honor, and glory to our Heavenly Father, not just with o ur lips, 
but with our lives!  
  
Jeremiah 17:7 -8  - ñBlessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, whose trust is the LORD.  He is like a tree planted by water,  
that sends out its roots by the stream, and does not fear when heat comes, for its leaves remain green, and is not anxious in  the 
year of drought, for it does not cease to bear fruit .ò 

   Weekly Budget: $ 8,500 

DATE  ATTENDANCE  CONTRIBUTION  

1/6/08 273 $8,526 

1/13/08 273 $7,134 

1/20/08 286 $7,089 

1/27/08 320 $7,697 

 
 
 

 

08/01/05 ................................................ Isaac Awunteenga ........................................ Ghana, Africa 

08/18/07 ................................................ Nzingha Blackman ............................................... Brooklyn 

08/20/07 .................................................. Nick Henderson ......................................................Selden 

09/17/07 ................................................ Richard Kugblemi ........................................ Ghana, Africa 

01/06/08 .................................................. Tony Rodriguez ......................................................... Islip 

01/31/08ééééééééé.éééé..Ron Bruceééééééééééééé......Queens 

DATE NAME      TOWN  

òSpeaking about what we have seen and heard...ó       Mark 5:19      Family Matters 
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          Our brother in Christ Arthur Shlesinger has been a disciple of Christ for twenty-two years!  

ñWhile I was waiting for my car to be fixed at a repair shop, I met our sister in Christ Carolyn Wine (at 

the time).  We were both waiting for our cars and we started talking.  She invited me to check out a 

óLife Talkô in the area.  I enjoyed it so much that I began studying the Bible with the minister soon 

after.  Having a Jewish background, I needed to know more about the indescribable love of Jesus and 

the hope that He offers us through the eternal life that is described in Godôs Word.  I was shown these 

Scriptures and realized that everything that was said in the Bible is applicable to life, my life!  Once 

learning this, I realized that the hope of eternal life is real and that I wanted to be a part of it.  I wanted 

to obey God and I wanted to please our Great Father (and our Great God) and be with Him forever in 

Heaven!ò  After the studies, Arthur was baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of his 

sins on April 21, 1986!  All praise to our Lord Jesus Christ! 

          Arthur is married to our wonderful and encouraging sister in Christ, Carolyn Shlesinger, and has 

a beautiful daughter named Julia, who is sixteen years old.  Arthur was born in Brooklyn, New York, 

raised in Long Island, New York, and currently resides in Melville, New York.  Our brother grew up in 

a household with a Jewish background.  Arthur started performing Lord Supper lessons in his early 

disciple years.  Not long after that, he was asked to preach.  He then became Worship Service Director 

for over nine years and, ever since, has been serving in benevolence (performing treasury work for the 

Lordôs Church).  Arthur enjoys working out with weights.  He does so to keep the Lordôs temple in 

good physical shape, so that he can continue to do His work as a farmer (who plows the fields in order 

to raise and nurture plants and trees in Long Island).  He does the same encouraging things in the 

Lordôs Church by praying for the brethren and giving of his love, as Jesus Christ does, with much 

sincerity.  Our brother wishes to continue to serve God, with the talents He has given him, and to give 

all honor and glory to our great Lord Jesus Christ.  AMEN! 

 

I Corinthians 9:9-11 - For it is written in the Law of Moses: ñóDo not muzzle an ox while it is treading 

out the grain.ô  Is it about oxen that God is concerned?  Surely He says this for us, doesn't He?  Yes, 

this was written for us, because when the plowman plows and the thresher threshes, they ought to do so 

in the hope of sharing in the harvest.  If we have sown spiritual seed among you, is it too much if we 

reap a material harvest from you?ò 
 

        

òThey are keeping watch over your souls...ó Hebrews 13:17 Whoõs Who in the Church 
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          Our brother in Christ Charlie Gómez has been a disciple of Christ for sixteen 

years!  ñWhile I was attending Stony Brook University, I was approached several 

times (by brethren from this congregation) and was asked if I wanted to study the 

Bible with them.  I rejected them many times in a hostile manner.  Thatôs when my 

trials began and was humbled by God, in several different ways, and realized that I 

was deceiving myself and wasting my life away.  I was affected greatly by the grace 

that God was offering to such a sinner like myself and decided to accept His offer of 

salvation.  I was contacted again by Rebecca Young (Aponte at the time) and 

studied the Bible with a brother from the Kingdom of our Lord and Savior. Through 

Scripture, I learned two things:  1) My sins were forgiven when Jesus died on the 

Cross;  2) How much He loved me!  Thank you, Father, for loving me 

unconditionally and showing me the Way.  Our brother Charlie obeyed the Gospel 

on June 2, 1992!  Praise God! 

          Charlie is married to an encouraging and beautiful sister in Christ, Bernadette 

Gómez, and has a lovely son named Christian, who is three years old.  Charlie was 

born and raised in Puerto Rico and currently resides in Shirley, New York.  He is 

currently our full-time Spanish Minster, here at the Long Island Church of Christ.  

Charlie enjoys sports and reading, but his real enjoyment comes from reaching out 

to the Spanish community in Long Island (preaching and sharing the Gospel)!  Our 

brother wants to make sure that he fulfills his calling, to edify the Spanish Ministry, 

and to be used by God to spread His Message.  Praise is to God! 

 

Matthew 28:19 - ñTherefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 

in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.ò 

òThey are keeping watch over your souls...ó Hebrews 13:17 Whoõs Who in the Church 


