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Faithfulness

As I read the Old Testament, I am amazed at the workings of God. From Genesis to
Malachi, the Old Testament is filled with great stories of triumph running right along side stories
of disobedience and defeat. Two characters that have always stood out to me in the Old Testament
are Saul, the first king of Israel and David, the second king of Israel. I like to look at these men in
comparison to one another. What interests me is that each man received the anointing of God
based on their uprightness and although they both sinned (and we know there is not a man alive
who has not sinned) God chose to reject one and call another a man after His own heart. God
chose to reject Saul and remove the kingdom from his descendants for what would seem to be a
mistake that any man or woman might make. When it comes to David we could probably make a
movie out of his mistakes — in fact they have. David, whose story we know very well, was caught
up in lies, sex, and murder and yet God would never fully remove the kingdom of Israel from him
even till today (Jesus, a descendent of David, still reigns from Heaven, Amen!). But the reason
why God chooses one man over another is simple and plain as was explained to Samuel the
prophet in 1 Samuel 16:7, “But the LORD said to Samuel, ‘Do not look on his appearance or on
the height of his stature, because I have rejected him. For the LORD sees not as man sees: man
looks on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.”” (I could take offense but I
choose to overlook the height thing.) This passage of scripture is very familiar to us, but do we get
the point? God is not concerned with the way we look; He is concerned with faithfulness.

The word faithful simply means full of faith or trust in God. David was willing to trust
God with his very life. Throughout David’s whole life, being chased by his enemy, falling into
some very serious sin, nearly being killed by his own son, he kept his trust in God. He says in
Psalm 27:1, “The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD is the
stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?”” And again in Psalm 86:2 he says, “Preserve my
life, for I am godly; save your servant, who trusts in you--you are my God.” And Again in Psalm
54:4, “Behold, God is my helper; the Lord is the upholder of my life.” Wow! What great faith.

The question now is how are you at being faith filled. Remember, God is not looking at
your new shoes, new watch, or new dress, but He wants to know are you faithful? It’s not about
your attendance to church services or activities either because even a non-Christian could attend
these things. The question you want to ask yourself is, “What is my attitude when I am at church
service, my mentorship meeting, Wednesday night class, etc.? Do I have an attitude that says, “I
have to be here” or a faithful attitude that says, “I get to be here”? When contribution is being
collected are you wondering if there is anything in your pocket to offer or have you faithfully set
aside an amount in accordance with your income? In looking for a husband or a wife do you
choose the first person who comes along or do you faithfully wait for God to provide you with a
Man of God or a Women of Noble Character? In preaching the Gospel are you selective in who
you share your faith with based on the person’s appearance or do you faithfully preach to all
creation? These are a few examples, but our faithfulness is observed every day by the LORD! Let
us follow David’s example from Psalm 54:4, “Surely God is my help; the Lord is the one who
sustains me.” Like the song says, “My life is in You Lord, my strength is in You Lord, my hope is
in You Lord, in You, it’s in You!” Let us live as faith filled people to the Lord. Amen!

Robert Young



“Speaking about what we have seen and heard...”  Mark 5:19  Family Matters

Throw Yourself In His Arms

Charlie Gomez

Recently, I observed my three year old son, Christian, standing on top of a table, and when I came near I told
him to jump off. I got closer and opened my arms to encourage the child to jump. Almost without thinking, my
son threw himself into my arms. It is surprising to see the absolute confidence that children have in their
parents. The thought that his father could possibly drop him did not even enter Christian’s mind. His father’s
open arms were to him like an unbreakable promise of security. This helps me understand the words of Jesus
more deeply as He says in Mark 10:15 “I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like
a little child will never enter it.” 1t is extremely difficult for an adult to trust anyone to this extent. After being
deceived so many times in our life it is very hard for us to trust someone completely. However, this is exactly
what Jesus is requiring from those of us who want to enter the kingdom of God. In the same way that a child
throws himself in the arms of his father, we too ought to throw ourselves into God’s open arms with absolute
confidence. The evidence of His love for us is clear and powerful. God opened His arms to us through His son
Jesus. His extended arms on the cross represent God’s open arms inviting us to throw ourselves into them in
full faith. Jesus’ extended arms are God’s offer for us. They are an unbreakable promise. This is one of the
great things that God is teaching me as I serve Him in the Spanish ministry. I trust Him to make all things
happen according to His will. My job is to trust and obey so that He will get all the glory He deserves.

“The Lord added to their number...” Acts 2:47  Baptisms
[DATE NAME TOWN
60726708 ... Carmen GarClA......u e eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaaans Uniondale

“They first gave themselves to the Lord...” 2 Corinthians 8:5

Weekly Budget: $ 8,500

DATE ATTENDANCE CONTRIBUTION
6/1/08 313 $11,287
6/8/08 304 $7,918
6/15/08 298 $7,758
6/22/08 303 $8,459
6/29/08 302 $7,484




“She shall be praised...” Proverbs 31:30

Looking Like Jesus
Submitted by Cindy Camberis

“Be imitators of God.” Ephesians 5:1 — the word imitate derives from the same word as
mimic, like a mime.

Remember when John the Baptizer sent his disciples to ask Jesus whether he was the one they were
expecting and he didn’t answer with a simple yes? Jesus instead told them to go tell John what they saw him
doing. He knew that John could read the ‘trail of crumbs’. John knew that when lepers were healed, the
blind saw, the dead rose, and the good news was preached to the poor, the one they were awaiting was

indeed here.

What does our trail of crumbs look like? If someone asks if we are Christ-followers, can we say, “Tell me
what you see”’? Is there enough evidence to prove that we are taking after the slaughtered Lamb? What if
they ask the poor around us? What if they ask our enemies? Would they say that we love them? Christians
haven’t always looked like Jesus. Perhaps the greatest barrier to Christ has been Christians who pronounce

Jesus so loudly with their lips and deny him so loudly with their lives.

In the south, they have a saying: “You are the spittin image” of someone. Folks still speculate over how

’

exactly the phrase originated, but I've heard it put like this. It’s shorthand for “spirit and image.” Spittin’
image. (go ahead and try it out; it won’t hurt.) For them, it meant more than just that you look like that
person. It goes beyond just appearance to include character and temperament. It means that you remind
people of that person. You have their charisma. You do the same things they did. In the truest sense,
Christians are to be the spittin’ image of Jesus in the world. We are to be the things he was. We are to
preach the things he preached and live the way he lived. We are to follow in the footsteps of our rabbi so

closely that we get his dust on us.

We are to remind the world of Jesus. The criterion for whether something is a manifestation of the Kingdom
of God is the person of Jesus. Does it look like Him?

Above excerpt from Jesus for President by Shane Claiborne/Chris Haw, pg. 230-231

Every day in all of our lives we leave a “trail of crumbs” as we go. What greater goal can we have than to
leave a God-like impression on those around us. We may not be able to heal lepers or raise the dead but we
can surely mimic God’s love and compassion for people as we go. We can help foster in others a desire to
know the one we claim to follow. What an honorable and lofty role we have to remind the world of Jesus.



“For the building up of the Body...” Ephesians 4:12

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BEB

BEBE

BE

We will not meet for Wednesday night Bible class on July 16" (Long Island and City).

Devotional Services: July 11" and 25" 8:00 PM. Please come early to fellowship and encourage one another.
LICOC BBQ: The LICOC Annual BBQ will be on July 19", Rain Date: July 26", from 11AM-5PM at Belmont Lake
State Park: Exit 38 on the Southern State Parkway. Admission/Parking Fee: $6 due on arrival.

VBS: VBS this year will be held Aug 11""-15" during the off week in August.

If you would like to order a cassette tape of a past sermon or seminar, please see Rob Dixon.

We are now reserving the front two rows for people who wish to be prayed with, during the song of invitation. Please
try to find seating elsewhere. Thank you!

All announcements should be submitted to Derek Peterson.

Address/telephone changes can be e-mailed to directory@licoc.org.

[l] Parking reminder - Public Safety has issued a statement requesting that all church members and visitors refrain
from parking on any grass areas beyond the parking lots surrounding the chapel. Thank you for your cooperation!
MISSIONARY SUPPORT
T ApologeticsPress International
T We Care Ministries West Monroe, Louisiana
T RonClayton India
T Oswaldo Sanchez El Salvador, Central America
v Doug & Lucy McDougle .. Moscow, Russia

“Your faith toward God has gone forth...” 1 Thessalonians 1:8

COMMUNITY BIBLE CLASS MINISTRIES

Long Island Ministry.....(Wednesday 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.)......Robert Carr........ (631) 348-7322
New York Institute of Technology Chapel, Carleton Avenue, Central Islip, N.Y.

City Ministry.............. (Wednesday 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.).....Pedro Gelabert ....(347) 392-4339
Individual House Churches

Spanish Ministry.....(Tuesday 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.)......Charlie Gémez........ (631) 772-2889
New York Institute of Technology Chapel, Carleton Avenue, Central Islip, N.Y.

UPCOMING KINGDOM EVENTS

For anyone wanting to use his/her vacation in a fruitful way, take a vacation to help bring souls to Jesus. :) Join a
“We Care Ministry” soul winning team and help bring people to the Lord. Learn the techniques of the “We Care
Ministry” team leaders: Larry West, Willie Tolison, and Bill Oden. Room and board will be provided. If you have
any questions or need more information, please contact Bob Carr.

We Care Campaign Itinerary

2008 Location
July 30 - Aug 10 Bellevue, NE
Sept 17 - Sept 28 Niceville, FL
Oct 15 - Oct 26 Chattanooga, TN
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