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Matchless Love — ¢ A beautiful friend’

“But one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once there came out blood and
water” John 19:33 ESV

Lately, I am seeing love more & more clearly in our Lord Jesus’ final hours. I have always
seen love, since it is the very nature of Christ and was expressed fully in His life, yet the more I
understand and get to know personally the whom it was that suffered...it genuinely does melt my
heart! What matchless love! That He would give His sinless body as the sacrifice for my wrongs;
that He would offer His blood that would spill out of His side and flow out of His entire body.
What can compare? Yet again though, it is the whom it was that suffered — not the act itself yet
the one who gave Himself over to the act — that matters: the Son of God, Lord of Lords, King of
Kings, .only begotten of the Father who is full of grace and truth! (Jn 1: 14). It is easy to dismiss
the importance of each ‘single event’ that occurred as our Lord faced His greatest challenge. I
have often heard it said that the cross should not be viewed with sad eyes, or as anything less than
utter and complete victory, and it couldn’t be truer! It was there that our Lord utterly crushed evil
and the dominion it held! Freedom has come! Passages like Heb 2: 14 (KJV) affirm this joy:
“Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise
took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death,
that is, the devil”.

And yet, within that celebration is a stark reality that should never be dismissed — one that
needs to be given room to have its full effect on the condition of the heart — that the cost was great
and that our beautiful friend was the One who endured the full wrath of Calvary along with the
journey preceding it, all so He could have me and you as His friend! How can that not win the
heart?! How can one read a passage like John 19:33 (quoted above) and not just pause to say a
HUGE “thank you” to the recipient of that act? What matchless love! What a beautiful friend!
Brothers and Sisters, we must PAUSE and appreciate each ‘single event’ that took place on the
road to Golgotha and on the hill itselfl We must allow each ‘single event’ scripted by the Holy
Spirit to prick and stimulate the heart and have its full effect, and indeed not feel ashamed if the

pause causes you to weep. It is a sign that although you know the act brought sweet and great
victory, the love for the One who performed the act is melting your heart! God bless you.

His Servant,
Ladipo Davies



“Speaking about what we have seen and heard...”  Mark 5:19  Family Matters

You are special!

Eph 3:10 -12éso0o that through the church the manifold wisd
rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. (11) This was according to the eternal purpose that he has
realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, (12) in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith

in him. (ESV)

God’s intent — meaning his predetermined purpose and will, His dream — is to use the Church to make known His multifaceted
wisdom to all the powers in the heavenly realms. The Church is God’s favorite tool, His secret work of art, His pride, His joy! The
Church was not an afterthought. It was not something God put in effect to bail us out of a failed plan on Jesus' part. The Church IS
the plan! It existed in purpose before the world was!

It was prophesied in the Old Testament, John the baptizer prepared the way for it, Christ is the only
foundation of it, and the apostles are the experienced builders who laid the foundation so that now we
can build on it ourselves and continue to grow and make it available to the rest of humanity.

In this present age, God makes known to all powers and authorities in the heavenly realms the mystery of His many-sided wisdom
through the work of the church. The world may not notice, but those who do and are impacted are the rulers of the heavenly realms.
Whether they are evil or good forces, they see the handiwork of God in the church. Those in the world who notice and see the wisdom
and the love of God are drawn to the fellowship with God in Christ and are saved.

Pedro Gelabert

The church is the institution which i s .t—QRichmdBaget, Guoset Sckool ofi | |
Preaching

“The Lord added to their number...” Acts 2:47  Baptisms
[DATE NAME TOWN
SI5/08 o Erika Guadalupe ........ccccoceevieninienininicncieene Rosedale
SI19/08 ..ot Mike Dallo.......ccooveeriiiiieiieieeeeseeeee West Islip
5/24/08 ... Jamie Juliano ..., Medford

“They first gave themselves to the Lord...” 2 Corinthians 8:5

Weekly Budget: $ 8,500

DATE ATTENDANCE CONTRIBUTION
5/4/08 310 $9,474
5/11/08 300 $8,753
5/18/08 325 $9,993
5/25/08 255 $7,653




“She shall be praised...” Proverbs 31:30

Grace and Pride
by Cindy Camberis
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the rugged places a plain. And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all mankind together will see it.
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Only God knows how to humble us and exalt us at the same time. Only He knows how to humble our pride
and yet build up our confidence. Only He knows how to raise us up from the valley-ofitsgfm and

bring down our mountains of arrogance. There is no one else to whom we can turn to make this happen,
no one but God Himself can do this for us.

Grace is a reminder that we can never be good enough on our own. It tells us that our best efforts fall
miserably short and that we cannot bootstrap our way to the Lord. Is that humbling? You better believe it.
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Pride is a terrible sin. It is the greatest sin because it utterly destroys our relationship with God. God made
us to live in dependence on Him. Pride says thatwe aréisgia G F Ay Ay3 I yR GKIFG ¢S
or His forgiveness.

One way for our pride to be broken is by seeing our sin. We must come face to face with how ugly, selfist
and destructive our sin is. Like Peter, when we see the Lord and we see our sin and we remember Hi
word, we go out and weep bitterly (Luke 22:62). Like David, we sometimes have to have a Nathan come
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to tremble at His work.

But there is another way for our pride to be broken and for our hearts to be humbled: by encountering
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God feels for us. Rather than making us arrogant and unappreciative, this amazing love can work its wa
into the crevices of our hardened heart and soften it. We can be melted by love, not just broken by sin.
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his father to allow him to live with the servants, and yet he was treated like a prince. What do you think
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the grace that he received. What about Paul? He deserved condemnation, but he received grace ant
mercy. What did this do for him? It made him more compassionate, more grateful, and more humble.
God surely does not treat us as our sins deserve. This humbles our hearts and causes them to melt in lovir
appreciation.

Only God knows how to bring down our mountains of pride. He does this not only with His judgment, but
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Consider the tender mercies that have been given to you. Let the grace of God do its great work of bringing
you down, and lifting you up.



“For the building up of the Body...” Ephesians 4:12

ANNOUNCEMENTS

& We will not meet for Wednesday night Bible class on June 18" (Long Island and City).

& Devotional Services : June 13" and 27" 8:00 PM. Please come early to fellowship and encourage one another.

& Womends RE&@hee®Nomends Retr8af. is on June 20

& Kent Menos R&hee&ent Menos "R'e Seeevantcocmensraraat.chru forenors info.

& LICOC BBQ: The LICOC Annual BBQ will be on July 19", Rain Date: July 26", from 11AM-5PM at Belmont Lake
State Park: Exit 38 on the Southern State Parkway. Admission/Parking Fee: $6 due on arrival. Registration in lobby
from June 8M-22" - Members: $3; Visitors: $2; Children under 12: Free.

& VBS: VBS this year will be held Aug 11™-15" during the off week in August.

& If you would like to order a cassette tape of a past sermon or seminar, please see Rob Dixon.

& We are now reserving the front two rows for people who wish to be prayed with, during the song of invitation. Please
try to find seating elsewhere. Thank you!

& All announcements should be submitted to Derek Peterson.

& Address/telephone changes can be e-mailed to directory@licoc.org.

& Parking reminder - Public Safety has issued a statement requesting that all church members and visitors refrain
from parking on any grass areas beyond the parking lots surrounding the chapel. Thank you for your cooperation!

MISSIONARY SUPPORT

Z Apologetics Press International

Z e Care MINIS IS West Monroe, Louisiana

Z Ron Clayton India

Z  OSWaldO SaNCNCZ El Salvador, Central America

Z Doug & Lucy McDougle Moscow, Russia

“Your faith toward God has gone forth...” 1 Thessalonians 1:8

COMMUNITY BIBLE CLASS MINISTRIES

Long Island Ministry.....(Wednesday 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.)......Robert Carr........ (631) 348-7322
New York Institute of Technology Chapel, Carleton Avenue, Central Islip, N.Y.

City Ministry.............. (Wednesday 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.).....Pedro Gelabert ....(347) 392-4339
Individual House Churches

Spanish Ministry.....(Tuesday 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.)......Charlie Gémez........ (631) 772-2889
New York Institute of Technology Chapel, Carleton Avenue, Central Islip, N.Y.

UPCOMING KINGDOM EVENTS

For anyone wanting to use his/her vacation in a fruitful way, take a vacation to help bring souls to Jesus. :) Join a
“We Care Ministry” soul winning team and help bring people to the Lord. Learn the techniques of the “We Care
Ministry” team leaders: Larry West, Willie Tolison, and Bill Oden. Room and board will be provided. If you have
any questions or need more information, please contact Bob Carr.

We Care Campaign Itinerary

2008 Location
June 18 - June 29 Richlands, NC
July 30 - Aug 10 Bellevue, NE
Oct 15 - Oct 26 Chattanooga, TN



http://www.cocmensretreat.com
mailto:directory@licoc.org

