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OVERCOMERS

As we all know, by now, the New York Giants won the Super Bowl. Very few people
thought that they could win. They seemed inferior to their opponent. They were the
underdogs. As I saw them, celebrating their triumph and holding the trophy, a light bulb
suddenly went on in my head: “That is who we are as Christians. That is our destiny, in
Christ. We are not losers. We are winners and we need to rejoice.” At that moment, I
envisioned myself lifting up a trophy (not made of gold). I imagined myself lifting up
Jesus, His cross, and His resurrection. He has defeated for us a great enemy. Having said
that, I realized that we are no longer underdogs. God has filled us with the power of His
Holy Spirit. We have, at our disposal, the same power that raised Jesus from the dead
(Ephesians 1:19-20). God expects us to win. He tells us, in Romans 8:37, that “in all
these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. For I am convinced
that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future,
nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

The problem begins when we are not fully convinced of this. It is at that moment that we
start to view ourselves as victims and don’t expect ourselves to win our battles against sin
and the devil’s schemes. We must remember one thing: there are no victims in the
Kingdom of God, only overcomers. God has made you one of them!!! Before we joined
ourselves with Christ, we lived defeated lives. But now we are able to face our daily trials
with a new attitude and with the power of God’s Spirit. God didn’t send His son into the
world to win our battle against sin, by dying on a Cross, so that we could just spiritually
survive. He didn’t transfer us into the Kingdom of His son, so that we could just “hang in
there”. God filled us with His Spirit so that we can thrive and overcome.

The Bible teaches, in 2 Corinthians 2:14: “But thanks be to God, who always leads us in
triumphal procession in Christ and through us spreads everywhere the fragrance of the
knowledge of Him.” The fragrance of Christ, in our lives, is the aroma of victory. It is the
fragrance of triumph. What a sweet aroma that is. This is the testimony that we are to
bring to the world. It is not only the Gospel from our lips, but the Gospel in our life. The
Gospel is a story of redemption. It is a message of victory. We need to preach it and we
need to live it. A victorious life has a powerful effect on people.

Let us view ourselves as God views us. Don’t just survive, but thrive. When the trials of
life come knocking at your door, remember who you are. God says that you are more than

a conqueror. You are an overcomer, through Jesus Christ our Lord!

Charlie Gomez



“Speaking about what we have seen and heard...”  Mark 5:19  Family Matters

Don’t Just Slow Down...Stop!
Robert Young Jr.

“Be still, and know that I am God!” This is often easier said than done. The word translated as “be still” is
the Greek word ddmam, which literally means to stop. Often I have thought God wanted me to slow down,
but He really wants me to STOP (not to smell the roses or the coffee)! God want us to “Stop” and know
that [He] is God. There are many different people, places, and things that Satan would want us to be in awe
of. He tried with Jesus, when he tempted Jesus in the desert. What is it that helped Jesus over come this
temptation? Jesus stopped! Before His mission to save this world began, he took forty days and forty
nights to fast and pray. The forty days and forty nights were equal to the task of giving His life on Calvary.
Now, if you consider the mission given you, how much time do you need to “Stop before the Lord and
know that He is God?” Truth is told that there are 168 hours in a week. How many of them do you spend
stopped before the Lord (and I don’t mean sleeping)? When we stop before the Lord, we are taking time to
recognize who is in control of our lives and this entire world. The more we stop before the Lord, the less
we fear what can happen to us in this world. The more we stop before the Lord, the more we anticipate the
coming our Lord Jesus Christ. The more we stop before the Lord, the more we are prepared to complete
our mission.

I encourage everyone not only to take time in the morning to pray, but also to STOP AND PRAY IN THE MID-
DLE OF THE DAY, when it is the most hectic (so that you may be reminded of who is in control). As you
live out the day (s) of your life, don’t let them go by without taking as much time as possible to remember
God’s command to “Stop and know that [ am God!”

“The Lord added to their number...” Acts 2:47  Baptisms
[DATE NAME TOWN
L2/17/07 oo, Kristie Sebastian .........cccceveveeveneenenennne Old Westbury
02/22/08 ...ttt Tamisha MoOnN........cocevvieninieninieineenn Old Westbury

“They first gave themselves to the Lord...” 2 Corinthians 8:5

Weekly Budget: $ 8,500

DATE ATTENDANCE CONTRIBUTION
2/03/08 288 $ 8,187
2/10/08 291 $ 8,050
2/17/08 307 $ 7,305
2/24/08 283 $ 7,471




“They are keeping watch over your souls...” Hebrews 13:17 Who’s Who in the Church

DEREK & ADRIENNE PETERSON

Derek and Adrienne Peterson serve as marriage counselors, here at the Long Island Church of
Christ, as well as in many other capacities. Our brother Derek serves on L.I.C.O.C.'s Leadership Group
and also in the Men's Order of Service. Our sister Adrienne helps to train up young women in the Lord,
in her role as a Women's Counselor (as we are instructed to in Titus 2:3-5). Derek and Adrienne are a
great encouragement to the Body, as they are a wonderful example of a Godly couple!

Both Derek and Adrienne originally came from the Stony Brook ministry. Derek was contacted
by our brothers Roger Wine and Pedro Gelabert. Adrienne was invited to services, by our brother in
Christ Fred Brown, for “Bring Your Neighbor Day.” After studying the Bible and learning what the
Bible teaches about Jesus and salvation, Derek was upset that he had not been shown the Truth earlier.
He was promptly baptized into Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of his sins on November 13, 1987. After
reading and studying the Bible for herself, Adrienne was fearful of not being in a right relationship with
God. She then decided to be baptized for the remission of her sins in April of 1989. Praise God for
their faith!

Derek and Adrienne Peterson have been married for sixteen years and they have three beautiful
children: Alex, Eveleth, and Evette. Derek was born in Amityville, New York and was raised in Bay
Shore, New York. Adrienne was born in Smithtown, New York and was raised in Hauppauge, New
York. The Peterson family now lives in South Setauket, New York. Our brother and sister both come
from Catholic religious backgrounds. Derek studied Computer Science and Math at Stony Brook
University and is currently a Software Engineer. Adrienne studied Social Work at Stony Brook
University and worked as a Social Worker for a number of years thereafter. She now home schools their
two young children. Derek's hobbies and interests include preaching the Gospel, programming, home
improvements, and playing sports. Adrienne enjoys reading fantasy novels and is currently training for
her second-degree black belt in Ju-Jitsu. The spiritual goals of this couple are to continue serving the
Lord and to bring as many people with them to heaven as possible! They yearn to hear our Savior say
“Well done, good and faithful servant!” May God bless their servitude!

I Corinthians 9:9-11-For it i s written in the Law of Mos:¢
out the grain.o Il s it about oxen that God i s
was written for us, because when the plowman plows and the thresher threshes, they ought to do so in

the hope of sharing in the harvest. If we have sown spiritual seed among you, is it too much if we reap a
material harvest from you?0




“She shall be praised...” Proverbs 31:30

I'm Invisible
Susan Wine

Have you ever felt invisible? Unnoticed? Unappreciated? Overlooked? My husband recently sentme ane-mai | tlikea t
to share with you. He sent it to me because | sometimes joke about feeling invisible: Store clerks ignore me, people bump into me

0

or cut into |ine in front of me |Iike I dm not even ther e,hilmy r emi

dr en, my work is often unno tmaikccentkdéom, dnd sd bcandidt givie crediivto thehweiter ebuti Hopest e
encourages you and helps you to see that all your unseen efforts, as women and as mothers, ARE seen by God and are not in
vain! fiTherefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that
your toilis notinvainintheLord o (I Cor i ntNA$)ans 15: 58
0000000000000000008089

Alt all began to make sense, the blank stares, the | ack of
room, while I'm on the phone, and ask to be taken to the store. Inside I'm thinking, 'Can't you see I'm on the
phone?' Obviously not; no one can see if I'm on the phone, or cooking, or sweeping the floor, or even standing on
my head in the corner, because no one can see me at all. I'm invisible. The invisible Mom.
Some days | am only a pair of hands, nothing more: Can you fix this? Can you tie this? Can you open this?
Some days I'm not a pair of hands; I'm not even a human being. I'm a clock to ask, 'What time is it?" I'm a satellite
guide to answer, 'What number is the Disney Channel?' I'm a car to order, 'Right around 5:30, please.’'
| was certain that these were the hands that once held books and the eyes that studied history and the mind
that graduated Summa Cum Laude - but now they had disappeared into the peanut butter, never to be seen again.
She's going, she's going, she's gone!
One night, a group of us were having dinner (celebrating the return of a friend from England). Janice had just
gotten back from a fabulous trip and she was going on and on about the hotel she stayed in. | was sitting there,
looking around at the others all put together so well. It was hard not to compare and feel sorry for myself, as |
looked down at my out  -of -style dress; it was the only thing | could find that was clean. My unwashed hair was
pulled up in a hair clip and | was afraid | could actually smell peanut butter in it. | was feeling pretty pathetic,
when Janice turned to me with a beautifully wrapped package and said, 'l brought you this." It was a book on the
great cathedrals of Europe. | wasn't exactly sure why she'd given it to me, until | read her inscription: 'To Char-
lotte, with admiration for the greatness of what you are building when no one sees.' In the days ahead, | would
read - no, devour - the book. And | would discover what would become for me, these life -changing truths, after
which | could pattern my work:

No one can say who built the great cathedrals - we have no record of their names. These builders gave their whole
lives for a work they would never see finished. They made great sacrifices and expected no credit.

The passion of their building was fueled by their faith that the eyes of God saw everything.

A legendary story, in the book, told of a rich man who came to visit the cathedral while it was being built and he

saw a workman carving a tiny bird on the inside of a beam. He was puzzled and asked the man, "Why are you

spending so much time carving that bird into a beam that wil!l
the workman replied, 'Because God sees.'

| closed the book, feeling the missing piece fall into place. It was almost as if | heard God whispering to me,

'| see you, Charlotte. | see the sacrifices you make every day, even when no one around you does. No act of kind-
ness you've done, no sequin you've sewn on, no cupcake you've baked, is too small for me to notice and smile over.
You are building a great cathedral, but you can't see right now what it will become.’

At times, my invisibility feels like an affliction. But it is not a disease that is erasing my life. It is the cure for
the disease of my own self  -centeredness. It is the antidote to my strong, stubborn pride. | keep the right perspec-
tive when | see myself as a great builder. As one of the people who show up at a job that they will never see fin-
ished, to work on something that their name will never be on.

When | really think about it, | don't want my son to tell the friend he's bringing home from college for
Thanksgiving, 'My mom gets up at 4 in the morning and bakes homemade pies, and then she hand bastes a turkey
for three hours and presses all the linens for the table." That would mean I'd built a shrine or a monument to my-
self. | just want him to want to come home. And then, if there is anything more to say to his friend, to add, 'You're
gonna love it there.'

As mothers, we are building great cathedrals. We cannot be seen, if we're doing it right. And, one day, it is very
possible that the world will marvel, not only at what we have built, but at the beauty that has been added to the
world by the sacrifices of invisible women. Great Job, MOM! 0
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“For the building up of the Body...” Ephesians 4:12

ANNOUNCEMENTS
&  We will not meet for Wednesday night Bible class on March 12" (Long Island and City).
& Devotional Services : March 7" and March 21 8:00 P.M., here in the chapel. Please come early to fellowship
and to encourage one another.
& Wo men6s ESaethis date, Ladies! TheL . | . C. O. C. Wo w#l udfeom Rieet20™e duhe 21 and
Wo me n 8 s wilbbe fgeld on October 4™.
& If you would like to order a cassette tape of a past sermon or seminar, please see Rob Dixon.
& We are now reserving the front two rows for people who wish to be prayed with, during the song of invitation. Please try
to find seating elsewhere. Thank you!
& We are now reserving the back two rows, to the |l eft of t
childrends classes on Sunday. We are asking that i f you
&  Allannouncements should be submitted to Derek Peterson. Address/telephone changes can be e-mailed to
directory@licoc.org
& Parking reminder - Public Safety has issued a statement requesting that all church members and visitors refrain from
parking on any grass areas beyond the parking lots surrounding the chapel. Thank you for your cooperation!
MISSIONARY SUPPORT
A N o To ][0T =T i od S o £ TR International
AR YN OF- | (= Y [T 1) (1S TR West Monroe, Louisiana
A = (o] 1 O1 7=\ (o] o TP India
A © 1Y 1[0 [ IR Y= 0 o] 4 <74 TR El Salvador, Central America
Z DoUQ & LUCY MCDOUGIE.......eeiiieeiiiiiieit ettt e e e e e st e e e e s e s snnnneee e Moscow, Russia
“Your faith toward God has gone forth...” 1 Thessalonians 1:8

COMMUNITY BIBLE CLASS MINISTRIES

Long Island Ministry.....(Wednesday 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.)......Robert Carr........ (631) 348-7322
New York Institute of Technology Chapel, Carleton Avenue, Central Islip, N.Y.

City Ministry.............. (Wednesday 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.).....Pedro Gelabert ....(347) 392-4339
Individual House Churches

Spanish Ministry.....(Tuesday 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.)......Charlie Gémez........ (631) 772-2889
New York Institute of Technology Chapel, Carleton Avenue, Central Islip, N.Y.

UPCOMING KINGDOM EVENTS

For anyone wanting to use his/her vacation in a fruitful way, take a vacation to help bring souls to Jesus. :) Join a
“We Care Ministry” soul winning team and help bring people to the Lord. Learn the techniques of the “We Care
Ministry” team leaders: Larry West, Willie Tolison, and Bill Oden. Room and board will be provided. If you have
any questions or need more information, please contact Bob Carr.

We Care Campaign Itinerary

2008 Location
April 16 - April 27 Abilene, TX
May 21 - June 1 Williamsburg, VA
June 18 - June 29 Richlands, NC




