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Pray Without Ceasing 

 

Greetings, prayer warrior! How are you and the Lord doing today? I hope the A.S.A.P. 

(Always Say A Prayer) series has been a great source of encouragement to you!  I am very thrilled 

to hear that many have taken the challenge of becoming better prayer warriors for the Lord! And I 

pray that you have become truly a prayer warrior for Christ! And may He richly bless your 

prayers! 

 

Prayer is such a vital part of the Christian faith. Prayer shows that we are totally dependent 

on God for all things. Those who do not acknowledge Jesus as Lord of their lives tend to go by 

their own strength, but eventually, that “strength” will fail them.  However, the power of Christ 

never fails! We can do all things through Him who strengthens us (Phil. 4:13). As I watch 

highlights of the Olympics, I see so many who have been blessed with strength and abilities, and 

many of them seem to take claim for those strengths and abilities, without acknowledging God for 

their talents. May it never be that we become people whose trust is in the flesh.  May we always be 

a people who seek God’s wisdom, His will, His grace and His strength, in prayer! Amen! 

 

2Thessalonians 5:17 has been the main passage used in the ASAP. It simply says, “Pray 

without ceasing” (ESV). How do you pray without ceasing? Well, many think that prayer involves 

being in a certain place, in a certain position, with closed eyes and a bowed head. Prayer is not 

some formal ritual that requires certain bodily positions or criteria. For example, we read of Jesus’ 

prayer in John 17, where He lifts His eyes toward Heaven and prays.  Jesus had His eyes opened 

while speaking to His Father. It is good for us to follow in His example. After all, it is by His 

authority, His name that we can come to the Father! Amen! I am not saying we should never close 

our eyes when we pray. I know that the closing of eyes helps us to concentrate and not be 

distracted by our surroundings. However, it is good to realize that prayer can be done with eyes 

opened or closed. In fact, here is a challenge I would like to give to you: Each time you walk into a 

worship service, say a prayer, asking God to be with the speakers and the men involved in the 

men’s order of service! Say a prayer, asking God to be with the children and their teachers! Say a 

prayer, asking God to convict the hearts of those visiting, so that they can see the need of Jesus in 

their lives! Say a prayer, asking God to glorify His name as we worship Him as a church of the 

Lord Jesus! And if there is a storm, ask the Master of the storms to calm the thunder and lighten, 

asking Him to keep the electricity from going out. Say a prayer, asking God to keep the audio 

equipment and computer from malfunctioning! And when you pray, pray right there and then, even 

with your eyes opened! Pray without ceasing!  

 

Your fellow servant, telling the untold millions, 

 
Robert Carr 
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“The Lord added to their number…”          Acts 2:47       Baptisms 

“They first gave themselves to the Lord…”          2 Corinthians 8:5 

“Conquering Queens for Christ” 
Robert Young Jr. 

 

As some of you may know, this past August 18th, 19th, and 20th, the City Ministry hosted a three day evangelistic 

campaign in Rosedale, Queens.  For three days brothers (including our young brother Edwin) and sisters (including our 74 

year old sister Leonora) and their children (Justin, Little Pat, Enoch, AJ, Leah, Mia and Tea) met at 9am for an 

encouraging devotional lesson given by our brothers Pedro, Frantzy and Tyrone.  Then, after team assignments, we hit the 

streets. For 6 hours a day some went door to door while others went to local parks seeking the lost sheep of Queens.  The 

children with us, sometimes leading the charge, were eager to ring door bells and hand out DVDs and tracks.  Every day 

we met at around 1pm to give reports of our morning activity and then back out to continue to seek the lost.  After the 

afternoon session we came together for dinner (thanks to Rebecca, Patricia, Jean, Laura, Jackie R., Aleane, Cabrini, 

Vivian, Yeny and Marie) and fellowship followed by a Gospel lesson given each day by our brothers Rob James, Steve 

Sr. and myself.  After the first day we had knocked over 200 doors, gained 24 very good contacts, made a hospital visit, 

met a sister from NYC church of Christ who is interested in attending bible class, and at the evening Gospel lesson had 2 

visitors.  The second day God was still rolling.  This day we knocked over 150 doors, gained another 16 very good 

contacts, and at the evening Gospel lesson we had 6 visitors, praise God!  By the third day the spirit was willing but the 

flesh was getting weak as I could see the tire on the faces of the brothers and sisters, but God was not through with us yet.  

This day we knocked over 100 doors, gained 12 very good contacts, received 2 requests for benevolence, and at the 

evening Gospel lesson we had 6 visitors.  And to the glory of our great God in Heaven, one of our visitors, Zeta Young, 

responded to the Gospel.  Praise God, Amen!  This Gospel Campaign truly ended (or is this just the beginning?) in glory.  

Please pray for the open hearts of all those who will be studied with over the next few months and for the strength of those 

saints leading them to the foot of the cross and on to carrying their cross.  All glory and honor and power to God forever 

and ever, Amen! 
 

   Weekly Budget: $ 8,500 

DATE ATTENDANCE CONTRIBUTION 

8/3/08 317 $9,066 

8/10/08 284 $7,400 

8/17/08 281 $10,499 

8/24/08 283 $8,490 

8/31/08 293 $6,796 

 
 
 

 

 

7/4/08 ......................................................... Eddie Moise ................................... Port au Prince, Haiti 

 

DATE NAME     TOWN 

“Speaking about what we have seen and heard...”       Mark 5:19      Family Matters 



“She shall be praised…”          Proverbs 31:30 

Manifesting God’s Glory: Using our Talents  
 

We all have the need to be useful, productive, and to have purpose in the things we do.  True fulfillment does 
not come from sitting on the sidelines or going through the motions ï we want our lives to have impact and 
significance.   Ultimately, our goal is to bring God glory.  We desire for His power and love to be shown in our lives so 
we can impact the world for good.   We want people to look at us and get a glimpse of God!   

 
God has given us everything we need to manifest His glory in our lives.  He has lovingly designed each of us 

with a unique combination of talents and gifts, strengths and blessings.  His purpose is that we use all of these, not for 
our own glory, but for His glory.  We are all more talented than we know, and I truly believe that God can use 
each one of us in greater ways than we’ve ever dreamed of! 

 
Scripture teaches us that there is a big difference between our glory and Godôs glory.  Our glory falls short 

(Romans 3:23) and is likened to withering flowers (1Peter 1:24).  In contrast, Godôs glory is exhibited in His power, 
magnificence, splendor, majesty, greatness and authority, and also in His moral beauty and perfection of character as 

embodied by Jesus.  With this disparity, how can we manifest His glory?  The answer is in 2Corinthians 3:18: ñAnd we, 
who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, 
which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.ò 

 
What this Scripture is saying is really quite amazing!  We who turn to Him reflect His glory, but itôs not just a 

passive superficial reflecting, like a light that bounces off a mirror but the mirror remains unchanged.  We are being 
transformed into His likeness, being changed with ever-increasing glory as we gradually become more and more like 
Christ.  There is a spiritual process of glorification thatôs going on right now in our lives!  This transforming process will 
culminate when Jesus returns (Colossians 3:4); in the meantime, we look to Jesus as our example.   

 
In John 17, Jesus prayed to the Father:   ñI have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave 

me to doò (v.4);òI have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the worldò (v.6); ñI have made you known to 
them, and will continue to make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself 
may be in them" (v.26).  We see that Jesus brought God glory by 1) completing the work He was called to do, and 2) 
revealing God ï or making God known ï to us/the world.  The application for us is obvious: in imitating Jesus, we bring 
God glory by doing the work Heôs called us to do, and in doing so, we reveal God to others.  This calling is summed up 
perfectly in Matthew 5:14-16:  ñYou are the light of the world.  A city on a hill cannot be hidden.  Neither do people light 
a lamp and put it under a bowl.  Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.  In the same 
way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.ò 

 
1Corinthians 12 and Romans 12 teach us several points about our gifts.  God wants us to know that each one 

of us is gifted.  Our gifts are not all the same, but all gifts are from God.  All gifts have purpose, have a function, are 
important, and are needed.  Finally, God wants us to use our gifts!  In order to use our gifts, we need to have a sober 
view of ourselves.  A sober view is seeing ourselves in a balanced way ï not better, not worse.  Some of us may 
struggle with pride or arrogance.  We need to remember that all gifts are from God, given to us according to His grace.  
Romans 12:3 says, òDo not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober 
judgment in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you.ò In contrast, some of us may be overly focused 
on our shortcomings.  Focusing too much on our weaknesses can blind us to the untapped abilities we already have.  
Similarly, comparing ourselves to others gets in the way of seeing what God is doing and can do in our own lives.  
When we fail to see our strengths or talents, in a sense we bury them.  We know God wants us to do the opposite ï for 
us to multiply what Heôs given us!  As Roger said in a recent class, ñI am not the originator of my gifts, but I am the 
steward of them.ò  While we should not boast in our talents, acknowledging our talents is giving God glory ï giving 
credit where credit is due. 

 
      It may take awhile to find and develop your gifts.  They may be buried under bowls and take time to unearth.  
Pray - step out in faith - let God direct you.  God gave you your gifts ï He wants you to discover and use them!  ñé
Whatever you do, do it for the glory of God!ò  (1Cor10:31). 

         Susan Wine 



“For the building up of  the Body…”          Ephesians 4:12 

“Your faith toward God has gone forth…”          1 Thessalonians 1:8 

 

& We will not meet for Wednesday night Bible class on September 10
th 

(Long Island and City). 
& Devotional Services:  September 5

th
 and 19

th
 8:00 PM. Please come early to fellowship and encourage one another. 

& Women’s Day 2008:  LADIES!  Get ready for Women's Day 2008, set for October 4th.  This year's theme is 
"Consider the Lilies."  Registration is currently taking place until September 14th.  Register early!  Flyers are available 
in the foyer. 

& Video Library:  If you have any items taken out from the video library, please make sure they are signed out or return 
them if youôre done with them.  Please see Rob Dixon in the back foyer Sunday after services for more information. 

& If you would like to order a cassette tape of a past sermon or seminar, please see Rob Dixon. 
& We are now reserving the front two rows for people who wish to be prayed with, during the song of invitation.  Please 

try to find seating elsewhere.  Thank you! 
& All announcements should be submitted to Derek Peterson.   
& Address/telephone changes can be e-mailed to directory@licoc.org. 
& Parking reminder - Public Safety has issued a statement requesting that all church members and visitors refrain 

from parking on any grass areas beyond the parking lots surrounding the chapel.  Thank you for your cooperation! 
 
 

Z Apologetics Press International 

Z We Care Ministries West Monroe, Louisiana 

Z Ron Clayton India 

Z Oswaldo Sanchez El Salvador, Central America 

Z Doug & Lucy McDougle Moscow, Russia 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MISSIONARY SUPPORT 

 COMMUNITY BIBLE CLASS MINISTRIES 
 

 Long Island Ministry.....(Wednesday 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.)…...Robert Carr….….(631) 348-7322 

New York Institute of Technology Chapel, Carleton Avenue, Central Islip, N.Y. 

 

 City Ministry…………..(Wednesday 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.)…..Pedro Gelabert ….(347) 392-4339 

Individual House Churches 

                                                                                                                                                                             

Spanish Ministry.....(Tuesday 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.)…...Charlie Gómez….….(631) 772-2889 

New York Institute of Technology Chapel, Carleton Avenue, Central Islip, N.Y. 

 

UPCOMING KINGDOM EVENTS 
 

For anyone wanting to use his/her vacation in a fruitful way, take a vacation to help bring souls to Jesus. :)  Join a 

“We Care Ministry” soul winning team and help bring people to the Lord.  Learn the techniques of the “We Care 

Ministry” team leaders: Larry West, Willie Tolison, and Bill Oden.  Room and board will be provided.  If you have 

any questions or need more information, please contact Bob Carr. 
 

We Care Campaign Itinerary 

2008 Location 

Sept 17 - Sept 28 Niceville, FL 

Oct 15 - Oct 26 Chattanooga, TN 

Nov 5 - Nov 16 Macon, GA 

mailto:directory@licoc.org

