
which hath sent me.ó (John 

5:30).  Jesus certainly comes 

closer than any particular 

doctrine or teaching and He 

points the way to what is at 

the center or heart of our 

theology (John 1:17). 

So what ought to be the cen-

ter of our theology?  I would 

suggest that the word 

òtheologyó answers that 

question itself.  God, with all 

of His attributes, is the center 

of our theology.  Grace 

comes from God; faith comes 

from God; obedience comes 

from God as exemplified in 

the life of Jesus; the Bible 

comes from God as it is in-

spired by the Holy Spirit; love 

comes from God for God is 

love.   

Simply taking one aspect of 

God and putting it at the cen-

ter of our theology really 

misses the point.  God is at 

the center and His character-

istics the subject of theology.  

The more we learn about 

God, the more we will be 

able to imitate His attributes 

and be like Him.  Ephesians 

5:1 says, òBe ye therefore 

imitators of God, as beloved 

children.ó 

 

 

 

W hen we think of the 

word òcenteró we 

think òmiddleó or òmean.ó  In 

politics, òthe centeró is the 

middle point between radicals 

on the left and right; we call 

them òmoderates.ó  When 

we think of an object such as 

an apple, the center is the 

core or middle, the part of 

the apple that contains the 

seeds.  In religion, however, 

the center involves religious 

dogma or teaching.  It is that 

teaching that most influences 

the whole of the religion.  

What ought we to put at the 

center of our theology?  The 

answer to such a question 

would surely influence how 

we, as believers, behave. 

Some have suggested that we 

put grace at the center of our 

theology.  Grace is God's 

unmerited favor toward man.  

God has demonstrated this 

favor in sending His Son, Je-

sus, to the earth for the pur-

pose of dying on the cross for 

the sins of man.  Through 

Jesus sacrifice, God made it 

possible for man's sins to be 

forgiven.  There's no doubt 

that grace is a very important 

part of theology, but is it the 

center?  Ephesians 2:5 says 

that we are saved by grace 

through faith which puts faith 

in an equal position with 

grace.  So, grace, by itself, 

can't be the center of our 

theology. 

Some have suggested that we 

put the Bible at the center of 

our theology.  The Bible is 

definitely important.  Without 

it we would have no knowl-

edge about God, salvation, 

Jesus, faith, and just about any 

other subject in the Christian 

religion; after all, faith comes 

by hearing the word of God 

(Romans 10:17).  However, 

the Bible is a tool for learn-

ing.  It, in and of itself, isn't 

the object or center of our 

theology.  The Bible (God's 

word) points back toward the 

giver of that word, God Him-

self. 

Some have suggested that we 

put Jesus at the center of our 

theology.  Certainly this 

comes closer in our efforts to 

define what is at the center of 

our theology.  Jesus is our 

Savior; He is our King; He is 

our Lord.  He is the one to 

whom we give allegiance as 

Christians and there's no 

doubt that He ought to be 

constantly in our thinking.  

However, even Jesus ac-

knowledged that He was here 

to do the Father's will.  Jesus 

said, òI can of mine own self 

do nothing: as I hear, I judge: 

and my judgment is just; be-

cause I seek not mine own 

will, but the will of the Father 
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òFor the word of God 

is living, and active, 

and sharper than any 

two-edged sword, and 

piercing even to the 

dividing of soul and 

spirit, of both joints 

and marrow, and quick 

to discern the thoughts 

and intents of the 

heartó (Hebrews 4:12). 
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leaked out before he could 

get back to the house. The 

grandfather laughed and 

said, "You will have to 

move a little faster next 

time," and sent him back to 

the river with the basket to 

try again. 

This time the boy ran 

faster, but again the basket 

was empty before he re-

turned home. Out of 

breath, he told his grandfa-

ther that it was impossible 

to carry water in a basket, 

and he went to get a 

bucket instead. The old 

man said, "I don't want a 

bucket of water; I want a 

basket of water. You can 

do this. You're just not 

trying hard enough," and he 

went out the door to 

watch the boy try again. 

At this point, the boy knew 

it was impossible, but he 

wanted to show his grand-

father that even if he ran as 

fast as he could, the water 

would leak out before he 

got far at all. The boy 

scooped the water and ran 

hard, but when he reached 

his grandfather the basket 

was again empty. 

Out of breath, he said, "See 

Papa, it's useless!"  "So you 

think it is useless?" the old 

man said. "Look at the bas-

ket." The boy looked at the 

basket and for the first time 

he realized that the basket 

looked different. Instead of 

a dirty old coal basket, it 

was clean. "Son, that's what 

happens when you read the 

Bible. You might not under-

stand or remember every-

thing, but when you read it, 

it will change you from the 

inside out."  

òWherewith shall a young 

man cleanse his way? By 

taking heed thereto accord-

ing to thy wordó (Psalm 

119:9). 

The story is told of an old 

man who lived on a farm in 

the mountains of Wales 

with his young grandson. 

Each morning, Grandpa was 

up early sitting at the 

kitchen table reading from 

his old, worn out Bible.  His 

grandson who wanted to 

be just like him tried to 

imitate him in any way he 

could. 

One day, the grandson 

asked, "Papa, I try to read 

the Bible just like you but I 

don't understand it, and 

what I do understand I for-

get as soon as I close the 

book. What good does 

reading the Bible do?"  

The Grandfather quietly 

turned from putting coal in 

the stove and said, "Take 

this coal basket down to 

the river and bring back a 

basket of water." 

The boy did as he was told, 

even though all the water 
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