WELCOME! TO THE
SUMMER LANE CHURCH

OF CHRIST

Prayers.

Winifred and her family.
Margaret and John.
Joel's work in India

Joyce and her son
Keith.

Trevor and Irene.
Grace.

Ellie.

Val And family

Those have Fallen
Away

To all our members who
are not here for one
reason or another.

That God may open
people’s hearts to the
gospel and that God will
add to our number.

Study
ScripturesSay.com.

Address:

Summer Lane Church
of Christ, Geach
street, Summer lane,
Newtown, Birming-
ham. West Midlands.
B19 2NN.
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What can we expect Heaven
and Hell To be like?

What can we expect

Heaven and Hell will be like?
Funerals have a tendency to
appease family and friends
from the truth about heaven
and hell. I have never heard a
funeral preached to say "old
George is resting in hell”, and
then the preacher looks down
at the hole he standing in
front of and shakes his head.
We are told scant about what
will take place for those going
to each place. Even the par-
able of the rich man and
Lazarus only gives us bits
and pieces.

So can we draw some conclu-
sions from what the scriptures
do teach and answer the ques-
tion, "Are we all headed for
the same place and what will
life be like?"

Jesus certainly tried to get our
attention that there is a differ-
ence and that a warming trend
is in store for the ungodly and
those who refuse His offer of
eternal life.

Jesus said He was going to
prepare a place for us to live.
John 14 tells us "In My Fa-
ther's house are many dwell-
ing places; if it were not so, |
would have told you; for I go
to prepare a place for you.
"And if 1 go and prepare a
place for you, I will come
again, and receive you to
Myself; that where | am, there
you may be also. And you
know the way where | am
going."

The Lord does not make idle
promises, so it is safe to say

that whatever those dwelling
places may be, whether
"mansions”, "rooms" or
"places”, they will be the most
luxurious places where we
can relax after an assignment.
"Assignments"? Do you mean
we will have to work?

We can't be positive we will
work in heaven. But we do
know that God inspired James
to tell us here that "faith is
useless without works". So
we know how He feels about
work. After all isn't God the
Master Craftsman with His
creation. Do we think God
will just want His elect to sit
around on a soft cloud and
strum a harp and eat grapes?
There is nothing more thrill-
ing to consider for the Chris-
tian than to believe that we
will be given assignments.
Jesus told some Jews "For in
the resurrection they neither
marry, nor are given in mar-
riage, but are like angels in
heaven.”

In glossing over the marriage
part, we often miss we will be
"like angels". Jesus does not
say we will be angels, "but we
will like them™.

Does that mean in appearance
or does it mean as heavenly
representatives?

It is not clear, but it does pose
an exciting prospect in the
heart, that God will put to
good use those talents we
have been developing to carry
out some kind of responsibili-
ties He assigns.

Just think about it? God calls
us and says "My child, I need
you to act as my personal

representative to carry out a
task for Me. I am going dele-
gate to you all the authority
you need to act - but you can
only do what I assign".

Well does that mean another
world will exist where per-
sonalities will be?

To which | say, "why not"?
Are we so cavalier as to think
our world is only place, ever,
that could have existed with
God who has been eternal in
time and space? Doesn't no
beginning and no end to His
reign over the universe, sug-
gest something more? It does
to me and | don't think the
intelligence God gave us all
suggests we should be afraid
to think such things.

Some will say, "Wait a min-
ute now, are you saying, we
are saved by works?

If God's Grace saves us, why
are WORKS necessary?

God inspired James to tell us
that "Works" are necessary in
the Christian's life to round
out our faith, but also to tell
us that works brings rewards.
The scriptures teach us that
covenant Christians will re-
ceive "rewards" for things we
do for others. There are no
less than 28 times in the New
Testament that say we are
"rewarded" for our works of
righteousness in eternity. That
is part of the "treasure™ Jesus
mentions throughout the New
Testament.

Here are few scriptures to
instruct us:

CON>>>>>>>>>>>>>>



"For God is not
unjust so as to
forget your
work and the
love which you
have shown
toward His
name, in having
ministered and
in still
ministering to
the saints".

Bible Studies for the Week of June 8th 2008

AM SEIMNON ..o (Trevor)
Scripture Reading fOr SErMON.........ccoonir e
Adult Bible STUdy ..., Ecclesiastes( Ricci)
Scripture Reading for SErvice .........ooevvrinenee. Proverbs 3:21-35; James 4
SUNAAY SCROOI CIASS ... s
Thursday Bible CIass ... ( Trevor)

LIS BIDIE CIASS ....eeieeeeeeee ettt ettt ettt ettt et et ea e et etesae e e eeeeeereseens
MEN'S BIDIE CIASS......ee ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt et ee et eteeae e eeeeeeereaeens

What can we expect Heaven
and Hell To be like? ( CON)

In Matt 5:12, Jesus said
"Rejoice, and be glad, for
your reward in heaven is
great, for so they persecuted
the prophets who were be-
fore you." He did not say
heaven IS the reward, but
the place where we will
receive our reward.

In Matt 6:1-4, Jesus speaks
three times of the "reward"
that comes to us from the
Father for faithful labour.
Seven times in that chapter,
He tells us God will
"reward" for fasting, pray-
ing and giving alms.

In Matt 10:41, He mentions
a "prophets reward" and "a
righteous man's reward". In
verse 42, He says "And
whoever in the name of a
disciple gives to one of
these little ones even a cup
of cold water to drink,
truly I say to you he shall
not lose his reward."
Matthew 16:27 says "For
the Son of Man is going to
come in the glory of His
Father with His angels; and
WILL THEN RECOM-
PENSE EVERY MAN AC-

THE ANNOUNCER.

CORDING TO HIS
DEEDS." Luke 6:35 adds
"But love your enemies,
and do good, and lend, ex-
pecting nothing in return;
and your reward will be
great, and you will be sons
of the Most High; for He
Himself is kind to ungrate-
ful and evil men."”

I know many of you will
smile and say, "just let me
go to heaven, and | will
forget any rewards". Yet
that is NOT what the Bible
says. "For God is not unjust
so as to forget your work
and the love which you
have shown toward His
name, in having ministered and
in still ministering to the
saints”. Heb 6:10 So rewards
automatically imply degrees of
rewards for work done. The
Christian who only carries out
minimal responsibilities may
warrant heaven, by God's
Grace, because they were obe-
dient to the gospel message,
but should they receive re-
wards equal to that Christian
who expends all of his ener-
gies for extra work? On the
other end of the spectrum are
those who will not reach

heaven at all. They are told by
the Lord, "And that slave who
knew his master's will and did
not get ready or act in accord
with his will, shall receive
many lashes, but the one who
did not know it, and committed
deeds worthy of a flogging,
will receive but few. And from
every one who has been given
much shall much be required;
and to whom they entrusted
much, of him they will ask all
the more."

Luke 12 Anyone who is so
naive as to think this is a loop-
hole that even if they miss
heaven, "it won't be so bad.
"After all, | am not as bad as
Hitler or some of the other
mean people who ever lived"?
That person should give some
consideration that lesser lashes
in Hell means that they are still
in Hell and eternity on the end
of that whip is a long time. So
do all roads lead to the
same place after death?
Yes, they all lead to eternal
life. But what type of eter-
nal life makes huge differ-
ence. What about your des-
tiny? All final destinations
are optional.

by Bob Garrison
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For The Files:Week Beginning June 1st 2008

SUNday Bible CIASS ..o 8
SUNAAY AM WOTSNIP ..o s 19
SUNAAY SCNOOL ... e 1
Tuesday Night Study - Once in the Month

Thursday EVENING STUAY .........coeriiinreerece e 10
CONEDULION ... £85.00
BUAGET.......co e £100.00.

RICCI ,S Corner (smirking or smiling?)

I I ave you ever

smirked? When | was a
little boy, | used to smirk
all of the time. My
mother would tell me
when taking pictures,
“Ricci! Don’t smirk;
smile.” | did not know the
difference, so I just con-
tinued to smirk .

Later, | learned that a
smirk was a forced smile.
Little boys smirk when
asked to smile, because
they are learning how to
smile. Oliver and Eliot are
classic examples.

Adults, on the other
hand, smirk to show that
their smile is insincere.

In Joshua 24:14, the chil-
dren of Israel are ex-
horted to “. . . fear the
Lord and serve him in
sincerity and in truth . . .
.” Service to the Lord
should always be sincere.
Peter writes, “As newborn
babes, desire the sincere

milk of the word, that ye
may grow thereby” (1
Peter 2:2). God’s word is
without hypocrisy and
our ingesting of God’s
word will produce sincer-
ity in our lives. Paul
writes to the Philippians,
“And this | pray, that
your love may abound
yet more and more in
knowledge and in all
judgment, that ye may
approve things that are
excellent; that ye may be
sincere and without of-
fence till the day of
Christ.”

One cannot be a hypo-
crite and be a faithful
Christian.

Sincerity involves believ-
ing God’s word AND prac-
ticing it. James writes,
“But be ye doers of

the word, and not hear-
ers only, deceiving your
own selves.”

Are our lives as Chris-
tian’s smirks, or smiles?
Do we practice Christian-
ity, or pose as Christians?

One day our life will be over.
We will meet God in the judg-
ment. All things that happened
in our life will be exposed be-
cause there is nothing that is
secret before Him (Ecc.12:14).
“Neither is there any creature
that is not manifest in his
sight: but all things are naked
and opened unto the eyes of
him with whom we have to
do” (Heb.4:13). So, when God
takes your picture, will you be
smirking or smiling?

Study Tonight.
Brethren tonight there is study
at our home. Please come and
be blessed in the Lords word if
you can.

The lesson will be entitled,
” DANGERS OF A PROUND
HEART”.
Study starts at 6.30pm sharp.
Snacks will be available.
Prayers needed!
Please keep those many breth-
ren who are ill in your prayers
this week. Also pray for those
who are away on Holiday, that
they May return to us safe.

“Neither is
there any
creature that
is mot
manifest in his
sight: but all
thihgs are
naked and
opened unto
the' eyes of
him with
whom we
have to do”



IMPORTANT INFO

We are thankful to God for this
new Lord’s Day. It is the day
we honor His Son and the
Love that He has shown us
through Him. Let us worship
in spirit and in truth!

Phone:
0121 603 0296

0121 4433 145

E-mail:
ricci.gambino@blueyonder.co.uk

trevor.ralph@sky.com

Ladies Class, 11.06.08

1.00pm-2.30pm

Bible study at the Gambino’s
TONIGHT; 6.30pm start.

Study Night. HERE

29.06.08 6pm start.

Birthday: Winifed.

Ask A Bible Question, Log onto;

ScripturesSay.com

God’s Salvation Plan
1. Hear the Gospel—Romans 10:17
2. Believe on the Lord & His
Word—Mark 16:16; John 8:24

3. Repent of your sins—Luke
13:3,5; Acts 17:30

4. Confess Christ—Matthew
10:32,33; Luke 12:8; Romans 10:9
5. Be Baptized for the remission of
sins—Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16; Gala-
tians 3:27

6. Live a faithful, dedicated life—
Revelation 2:10; 2 Peter 1:5-10

Welcome!

Visit our web site: www.SummerLanecoc.com

Times for Worship and Study.

Sunday Morning WOFSHID .........ccvrvvnriimssisssssssesssssssssssns 11:00 AM
Sunday Morning Bible Study..........ccccvimrereimmererinseesnneseennns 10:00 AM
SUNAAY SCROOL....... v nsenes 10.00 AM
Ladies Bible Class .........coowerreermnreeessnnenen Every Wednesday 1:00 PM
Thursday Evening Bible CIass.............courrirrimnsiiisssinsssisnninns 7:30 PM
Men's Bible Study Class...........ccoucvveernnne. First Tuesday in the Month 7:30 PM
Serving Each Other
June 8th 2008 June 15th 2008
Sunday Morning
President Edwin Roy
Preaching: Trevor Trevor
Opening Prayer:
Scripture Reading: Trevor Trevor
Ricci Eric
Lord’s Table Eric Ricci
Edwin Philip

Closing Prayer

Sunday Evening: Preacher Ricc
Flowers Rita Irene
Tea Rita Irene

Building clean for June: 08

All Please ALL Please



