WELCOME! TO THE
SUMMER LANE CHURCH

OF CHRIST

Prayers.

Winifred and her family.
Trevar; Irene.

Eric and Family.
Margaret and John.
Roy and Beryl.

Joel's work in India

Joyce and her son
Keith.

Blossom and her Family

Those have Fallen
Away

To all our members who
are not here for one
reason or another.

That God may open
people’s hearts to the
gospel and that God will
add to our number.

Study
ScripturesSay.com.

Address:

Summer Lane Church
of Christ, Geach
street, Summer lane,
Newtown, Birming-
ham. West Midlands.
B19 2NN.

The Announcer.
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Why Am | a Member of
the church of Christ?

I ndeed! Why are

you a member of any
church of which you call
yourself a member?

We read in the scrip-
tures, “Try your own
selves, whether ye are
in the faith; prove

your own selves” (2 Co-
rinthians 13:5a). God
does not want me to
just take for granted
that 1 am saved. He
wants me to examine
my life each and every
day to make sure that |
am doing what He
wants me to do. He
said to the Corinthians,
“Wherefore let him that
thinketh he standeth
take heed lest he

fall” (1 Corinthians
10:12).

To whom will you give
account in the day of
judgment? Each soul
will be held accountable
to God through the gos-
pel of Jesus Christ
(Romans 2:16; 2 Thes-
salonians 1:8-9). The
gospel is the only stan-
dard of judgment. It
makes a whole lot of
sense to do what the
gospel teaches in mat-
ters regarding the
church. This is the basic
answer to the question

in the title of this arti-
cle. I am a member of
the church of Christ
because the church of
Christ does what the
gospel of Christ says
“do.” This is the ONLY
reason that ANYONE
should be a member of
ANY church.

What is it that the
church of Christ does
that the gospel says the
church should do? First
and foremost, the
church of Christ HON-
ORS the name of
Christ. Many churches
today claim to honour
Christ, but the name
they show on their sign
honours man. Paul
wrote in 1 Corinthians
1:10-13 that ANY name
that honours ANYONE
other than the one who
was crucified for your
salvation is a name that
is NOT worth keeping!
Yet how many churches
do we see today who
are named after Paul,
Peter, John or some
great man? How many
churches today do we
see named after some
city or place mentioned
in the New Testament?
How many churches do
we see named after
some religious rite or
function? Is this right,
when an apostle clearly
said to do otherwise?

“Try your own selves
whether ye be in the
faith.” I am a member
of the church of Christ
because the church of
Christ honours the
name which is above all
names (Philippians
2:9)!

Second, the church of
Christ seeks to make
Christ the standard of
authority for all matters
of life. Perhaps you
have heard someone
say, "That's the way we
have always done it” or
“that is what my
mother and father
taught me” or “my
preacher says” or “our
creed says” or “my
opinion is,” etc. When is
the last time you heard
“The Bible says;” “The
scriptures teach;” “The
New Testament author-
izes;” “Thus saith the
Lord!” There is a vast
difference between the
thinking in the state-
ments in section above
and the statements in
section. The statements
in section (1) are sub-
jective, relative, chang-
ing, mutable, and not
dependable for eternal
salvation. The state-
ments in section (2)
are permanent, un-
changing, objective,
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I am a member
of the church
of Christ
because the
church of
Christ believes
in ONE standard
for THE ONE
faith (Ephesians
4:5; Jude 3).

Bible Studies for the Week of March 30th 2008

AM SEIMON......ciiiiiice s No Details Given ( Trevor)
Scripture Reading for SErmon........ccovvvveneecnenininenn, No Details Given
Adult Bible STUdY ..o, Ecclesiastes( Ricci)
Scripture Reading fOr SErviCe .........ccvvivivivireeene, Daniel 7:15-28; Rev. 17
Sunday SChOOo!l CIaSS ..., No Details Given
Thursday Bible CIass ... Daniel ( Trevor )
Ladies Bible CIaSS ... No Details Given

Men's Bible Class.............

No Details Given (Trevor)

Church Of Christ.

eternal and will go on
forever.

Of which type of
statement is the will
of Jesus for His
church? It is of the
second type! “Jesus
Christ is the same,
yesterday, today, and
forever” (Hebrews
13:8)! I am a mem-
ber of the church of
Christ because the
church of Christ be-
lieves in ONE stan-
dard for THE ONE
faith (Ephesians 4:5;
Jude 3).

Third, the church of
Christ honours THE
plan that Christ gave
for salvation. By look-
ing at the process of
salvation as given by
Jesus in the books of
Matthew, Mark, Luke,
and John, one comes
to the undeniable
conclusion that there
are five things that
must occur before one
can claim salvation.

THE ANNOUNCER.

First, a person must
hear the gospel of
Jesus Christ. We learn
of this requirement in
Matthew 28:19 in the
command to “teach all
nations.”

If there is teaching,
there must be hearing
as well. We also read
of this in Mark 16:15,
Luke 24:47, and John
20:30,31. Second, a
person must believe
that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of
the living God. We
learn of this require-
ment in Mark 16:16
and John 20:30,31.
Third, a person must
repent of sins before
coming to Christ. We
learn of this require-
ment in Luke 24:47.
Fourth, a person
must confess that
Jesus is the Son of
God. We learn of this
requirement in Mat-
thew 10:32, 33. Fifth
a person must be

born of the water and
of the Spirit by being
baptized into the
name of the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit.
We learn of this re-
quirement in John
3:5; Matthew

28:19; Mark 16:16.
This is Christ’s plan!
Search the scriptures;
“Try your own selves
whether ye be in the
faith. Prove your-
selves.” | am a mem-
ber of the church of
Christ because it hon-
ours the plan that
CHRIST gave for sal-
vation! Some other
wonderful things we
could discuss in this
respect are: | am a
member of the church
of Christ because it
was founded on the
day that Christ’s
church was
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For The Files:Week Beginning March 23rd 2008

Sunday Bible CIaSS ..o e, 12
Sunday AM WOTSHID ....coiii s, 25
SUNAAY SCROOL ... 1
Sunday Night Study - Once in the Month ...,
Thursday EVENING STUAY .......cccuiii e 10
CONLFIDULION ... s £84.00
BUAGET ... £100.00.

Ricci’s Corner. church of Christ con)

Con>>>>

founded—Pentecost in
Acts 2.

I am a member of the
church of Christ because
it is organized the way
Christ’s church was or-
ganized; because it wor-
ships the way Christ’s
church worshipped; be-
cause it teaches what
Christ taught in regard to
heaven and hell; because
it teaches what Christ
taught in regard to the
day of judgment; be-
cause it teaches what
Christ taught in regard to
His own death, burial,
and resurrection; be-
cause it teaches what
Christ taught in regard
to the inspiration of the
scriptures. We could

go on into the numerous
things that Christ and
the apostles taught re-
garding God'’s will for
man.

But if the church of Christ
was NOT teaching the

truth regarding these
many things, | would
NOT be a member of it.
The only reason to be a
member of any church is
because that church
teaches and practices
WHAT CHRIST TAUGHT!
“Try your own selves
whether ye be in the
faith. Prove yourselves!”
If we teach what Christ
and His apostles taught,
then we WILL get what
they got. A seed will pro-
duce after its own kind.
An Apple seed cannot
bring forth a Peach tree.
A Wheat seed cannot
bring forth a Pecan tree.
A Grape seed cannot
bring forth a Water-
melon. Now, “The seed
is the word of God” (Luke
8:11b). When THAT
seed is planted, what will
come of it? Why should
we NOT get the same
thing that they got in-
stead of a multitude of
different beliefs and prac-
tices? They got Christians

(Acts 11:26); they got the ONE
church; the got the ONE faith;
they got the ONE Lord; they
got the ONE baptism; they got
the ONE Father; they got the
ONE Spirit; they got the ONE
Hope (Ephesians 4:4-6).

And when the church teaches
and practices what Christ and
the apostles taught and prac-
ticed, you can only get ONE
THING—GOD’S CHURCH—
CHRIST'S CHURCH—THE
CHURCH OF CHRIST!

That is why I am a member of
the church of Christ.

Tonight's lesson will be on
Elijah, 1Kings 18 . Again | will
split you up into groups. So
please come and enjoy this time
of study. Bring a long a friend!

“Try your

own selves
whether ye

be in the
faith. Prove

yourselves!”

Look forward to seeing YOU
ALL at 6pm.

My Next Sermon: “Is it a SIN
to miss Church?”

Hebrews 10:23-27.




IMPORTANT INFO

We are thankful to God for this
new Lord’s Day. It is the day
we honor His Son and the
Love that He has shown us
through Him. Let us worship
in spirit and in truth!

Phone:
0121 603 0296

0121 4433 145

E-mail:
ricci.gambino@blueyonder.co.uk

trevor.ralph@sky.com

Men's Class: 01/04/08; 7.30pm-9pm.

Ladies Class: 02.04.08,

11.00pm-1.30 pm

Study 6pm Tonight

Special Collection: TODAY!

Door Knocking. 12.04.08

Birthday: Non Noted

Ask A Bible Question, Log onto;

ScripturesSay.com

“CLOCKS FOR-
WARD” TODAY.

God'’s Salvation Plan
1. Hear the Gospel—Romans 10:17
2. Believe on the Lord & His
Word—Mark 16:16; John 8:24

3. Repent of your sins—Luke
13:3,5; Acts 17:30

4. Confess Christ—Matthew
10:32,33; Luke 12:8; Romans 10:9
5. Be Baptized for the remission of
sins—Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16; Gala-
tians 3:27

6. Live a faithful, dedicated life—
Revelation 2:10; 2 Peter 1:5-10

Welcome!

Visit our web site: www.SummerLanecoc.com

Times for Worship and Study.

Sunday Morning WOFSHID ......c...ovvvimeriinssssissssssssssssssssssnenns 11:00 AM
Sunday Morning Bible StUdy ........ccco.vrreerimnmreresnreressnnesrenenns 10:00 AM
SUNAAY SCROOL.......coreverrrcrersseses s sssssssens 10.00 AM
Ladies Bible Class .......cwrrreerimnnrrreesrnenssennns Every Wednesday 1:00 PM
Thursday Evening Bible Class...........cooocvvrriimnmrriinnsriinsesssnssssnnnnns 7:.30 PM
Men's Bible Study Class ..., First Tuesday in the Month 7:30 PM
Serving Each Other
March 30th 2008 April 6th 2008
Sunday Morning
President Roy Norman
Preaching: Trevor Ricci
Opening Prayer:
Scripture Reading: Trevor Trevor
Richard Richard
Lord’s Table Norman Eric
Ricci Philip
Closing Prayer
Sunday Evening: Preacher Ricc
Flowers Sue Hazel
Tea Sue Hazel
Building clean for April: 08 All Please ALL Please



