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Liberalism – Trading Security for Common (or better yet) Spiritual Sense 
Pedro Gelabert 

 

Romans 1:20-22 NIV  “For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities--his eternal 

power and divine nature--have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so 

that men are without excuse.  For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor 

gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were 

darkened.  Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools…” 

 

Liberalism embraces subjectivism, which is going by your feelings, going by your prejudice, 

following your heart’s desire.  What is wrong with that?  Much, in light of God’s wisdom:  “The 

heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure.  Who can understand it?  I the LORD search 

the heart and examine the mind, to reward a man according to his conduct, according to what his 

deeds deserve.”  (Jeremiah 17:9-10 NIV)  

 

In this time of rampant liberalism, correcting wrongs has become politically incorrect.  Biblical 

child discipline has even been outlawed and replaced with coddling to the demise of the morality 

of our youth, and therefore the demise of their souls.  We have become a nation of sin enablers 

(coddlers) as opposed to sin destroyers.  We cannot be prejudiced, or judge before the facts are 

established (1Co 4:5), but we need to be holy (1 Pe 1:15-17).  Favoritism is a type of prejudice.  

You show favor in lieu of the facts.  Both are subjective judgments as opposed to objective 

practices of truth.  

 

Look at the tendency of the world all around you, particularly the tendency of enabling people’s 

dependency on something other than their own convictions or God-given power.  Governments 

seek to take away your freedom of choice and to make you feel powerless, as if you don’t have a 

choice in matters that only belong between you and God.  We see our God-given rights and 

responsibilities as parents, Christians and responsible adults slowly being peeled away or disabled 

by an ever-growing presence of liberalism.  This evil and demonic trend seeks to enslave us rather 

than promote individual responsibility and conviction.  It seeks to make us dependent on others 

rather than fostering dependence on God and interdependence between people as a society and a 

church.  It seeks to excuse disobedience, poor choices, greed and laziness – as opposed to teaching 

self-control, responsibility, accountability and a zealous exercise of your God given rights.  The 

liberalism demon seeks to put you to sleep so you won't be zealous and courageous in your 

kingdom work!  Liberalism seeks to make you fearful as opposed to joyful and it labels you as a 

victim instead of victorious. 

 

Liberalism trades common sense for a false sense of security, discipline for comfort; and 

dependency on people and institutions instead of interdependency in society and dependency on 

God.  

 

Let your hope rest of the coming of Jesus because of your obedience to Him!  (1 Peter 1:1-5)  

Don’t let your suffering disappoint you.  Don’t let evil wear you down.  (Rom 12:21; 16:9)  The 

Hope of Jesus in you does not disappoint!  (Rom 5:5; Col 1:27) 
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 “The Lord added to their number…”   Acts 2:47  Recent Baptisms 

“They first gave themselves to the Lord…”          2 Corinthians 8:5 

As You Go 
Kevin Booker 

 

Brothers and sisters, most of us live very busy lives with full schedules.  It seems that we always have somewhere to go or 

something to do.  Traveling to work every day, grocery shopping, laundry, doctors and dentists appointments, along with 

kingdom events such as Bible class, mentorship meetings, and devotionals are some of the things which can keep us busy.  

As we go about living it is important that we keep our focus on those things which are important to God.   

 

Let us look at Peter and John’s example in Acts 3 – “Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of 

prayer, the ninth hour. And a man lame from birth was being carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple that 

is called the Beautiful Gate to ask alms of those entering the temple. Seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple, he 

asked to receive alms. And Peter directed his gaze at him, as did John, and said, "Look at us." And he fixed his attention 

on them, expecting to receive something from them. But Peter said, "I have no silver and gold, but what I do have I give to 

you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!"  And he took him by the right hand and raised him up, 

and immediately his feet and ankles were made strong. And leaping up he stood and began to walk, and entered the 

temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God.”  (Acts 3:1-8 ESV) 

 

Peter and John were on their way to the temple to pray.  Even though they were on a time schedule, it didn’t stop them 

from taking the time to serve someone in need and preach the gospel to the crowd that had gathered.  Unfortunately, 

sometimes we are too busy living and we miss out on opportunities to serve someone or preach the gospel.  Eph 5:15-16 

says that we need to make the most of every opportunity because the days are evil.  No matter how busy we are we must 

take the time to impact those we come in contact with for Jesus Christ!  So whether it is the cashier at the grocery store, or 

the bus driver, or the person sitting next to you on the train, or that person who stops you to ask for the time or directions, 

slow down and see the situation as an opportunity to share the love of Jesus with someone.  Let us not be so busy with life 

that we miss out on what living this new life is really all about! 

 

“For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should 

walk in them.”  (Eph 2:10 ESV) 

   Weekly Budget: $ 9,000 

DATE ATTENDANCE CONTRIBUTION 

9/6/2009 293 $7,416 

9/13/2009 294 $7,525 

9/20/2009 302 $8,818 

9/27/2009 284 $6,311 

 

 
 

9/20/09 ................................................................. Rip Smith ...................................................... Rosedale, NY 

8/12/09 ........................................................... Rashida Simmons .................................................. Islandia, NY 

7/19/09 ............................................................... Iris Marquez ......................................................... Bronx, NY 

7/1/09 ............................................................... Chris Colaiges ............................................. Central Islip, NY 

6/25/09 ............................................................. Peter Marquez ....................................................... Bronx, NY 

 

DATE NAME     TOWN 

“Speaking about what we have seen and heard...”       Mark 5:19      Family Matters 



“She shall be praised…”          Proverbs 31:30 

Faith or Fear? 
Claribel Gelabert 

 

As a single lady I showed my faith by how I served and helped the church in love.  At times I began to be fearful because 

I did not have interpreters at my college.  Being deaf, I was able to do well in math but it was very hard in other subjects.  

The teachers turned their faces when they spoke so I could not lip read.  Interpreters were scarce.  I was afraid I was not 

going to be able to graduate, and I almost gave up!  What did I do?  I prayed and asked God for help.  My dad encouraged 

me to continue with my studies.  God provided more interpreters and I was able to learn better sign language.  I eventually 

graduated! 

 

Fear also gripped me in the church.  I did not have an interpreter at church and therefore I could not understand anything 

that was going on and was very discouraged.  What did I do?  I prayed and asked God: “Can you find an interpreter for 

me at church?  Please help me because I want to know more about you.” So in a few months God gave me my husband 

Pedro!  He was my new interpreter!  Praise God! 

 

I found proper encouragement in these scriptures: 

 

 “But people who ask God for help are very happy.  Those people depend on the Lord their God.”  (Psalm 146:5 ASL) 

 

 “But when you ask God, you must believe.  Don’t doubt God.  The person who doubts is like a wave in the sea.  The wind 

blows the wave up and down.  The person who doubts is like that wave.”  (James 1:6 ASL) 

 

 “We can come to God with no doubts.  This means that when we ask God for things (and those things agree with what 

God wants for us), then God cares about what we say.”  (1 John 5:14 ASL) 

 

I learned to trust God and not fear.  As my faith grew I feared less.  As a married lady I began to be fearful because I went 

to work for 8 hrs a day; I then had to come home and cook, wash laundry, wash dishes, etc.  I also had to help and support 

my husband in all he did.  So I asked Pedro about this and he taught me about Proverbs 31.  Wow!  Then as a mother I 

began to be fearful because I did not want to discipline my first baby boy.  I felt sorry I had to cause my boy some pain.  

Scriptures like these helped me to trust the Lord and not myself: 

 

 “Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod of discipline will drive it far from him.”  (Proverbs 22:15 NIV) 

 

 “Do not withhold discipline from a child; if you punish him with the rod, he will not die.”  (Proverbs 23:13 NIV) 

 

 “He who spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves him is careful to discipline him.”  (Proverbs 13:24 NIV) 

 

I learned fear is a sign I needed training and experience; I needed to conquer my fear!  The more I trusted God and lived 

in love, the less I feared.  For “fear of man will prove to be a snare, but whoever trusts in the LORD is kept 

safe” (Proverbs 29:25 NIV). 

 

The woman who fears wants to control her husband and children.  She does not trust anyone and that is why she is fearful 

– reacting instead of thinking and planning.  She can show her control by outright manipulation of her husband and 

children through her controlling (lion) personality or by playing herself as a victim and helpless person; wanting her 

weakness and addictions to enable her pity. 

 

The woman who submits to her husband as to God is not fearful because her trust is in the Lord and in His guidance.  She 

has no need to control and does not see herself controlled (victimized) because God is her strength.  God will take care of 

you!  Don’t let troubles stop you!  Don’t let people try to control you and don’t try to take control of people!  Be 

controlled by the love of Christ! 



“For the building up of  the Body…”          Ephesians 4:12 

“Your faith toward God has gone forth…”          1 Thessalonians 1:8 

 

 Bible Class:  We will not meet for Wednesday night Bible class on October 14
th 

(Long Island only). 
 Devotional Services:  October 9

th
 and 23

rd
 at 8:00 PM. Please come early to encourage one another. 

 Womenôs Day 2009:  Save the Date!  Womenôs Day is Saturday, October 24, 2009, from 10am-2pm.  Registration 
will begin on September 20, 2009. 

 Debt-Free Living Workshop:  Saturday, Oct 31
st
 11am-1pm at the chapel.  See our brothers Derek Peterson and 

Pedro Gelabert for more information. 
 Video Library:  If you have any items taken out from the video library, please make sure they are signed out or return 
them if youôre done with them.  Please see Rob Dixon in the back foyer Sunday after services for more information. 

 If you would like to order a cassette tape of a past sermon or seminar, please see Rob Dixon. 
 We are now reserving the front two rows for people who wish to be prayed with, during the song of invitation.  Please 

try to find seating elsewhere.  Thank you! 
 All announcements should be submitted to David Luhrs. 
 Address/telephone changes can be e-mailed to directory@licoc.org. 
 Parking reminder - Public Safety has issued a statement requesting that all church members and visitors refrain 

from parking on any grass areas beyond the parking lots surrounding the chapel.  Thank you for your cooperation! 

 Apologetics Press International 

 We Care Ministries West Monroe, Louisiana 

 Ron Clayton India 

 Doug & Lucy McDougle Ukraine, Russia 

 Long Island Harvest Campaign Central Islip, NY 

 City Harvest Campaign Queens, NY 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MISSIONARY SUPPORT 

 COMMUNITY BIBLE CLASS MINISTRIES 
 

 Long Island Ministry.....(Wednesday 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.)…...Robert Carr….….(631) 348-7322 

New York Institute of Technology Chapel, Carleton Avenue, Central Islip, N.Y. 

 

 City Ministry…………..(Wednesday 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.)…..Pedro Gelabert ….(347) 732-2101 

House Churches in Rosedale, St Albans and Fresh Meadows in Queens, New York City. Please call for directions. 

                                                                                                                                                                             

Spanish Ministry.....(Tuesday 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.)…...Charlie Gómez….….(631) 772-2889 

New York Institute of Technology Chapel, Carleton Avenue, Central Islip, N.Y. 

 

UPCOMING KINGDOM EVENTS 
 

For anyone wanting to use his/her vacation in a fruitful way, take a vacation to help bring souls to Jesus. :)  Join a 

“We Care Ministry” soul winning team and help bring people to the Lord.  Learn the techniques of the “We Care 

Ministry” team leaders: Larry West, Willie Tolison, and Bill Oden.  Room and board will be provided.  If you have 

any questions or need more information, please contact Bob Carr. 
 

We Care Campaign Itinerary 

2009 Location 

Sept 16 - Sept 27 Chattanooga, TN 

Nov 8 - Nov 22 Whitney, TX 

mailto:directory@licoc.org

