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WHAT IS YOUR VISION?

Derek Peterson

What is your vision for yourself? All successful endeavors require a vision. The word “vision” literally means the
ability to see things that are visible. However, it is also used to mean the ability to see other things. The American
Heritage Dictionary defines Vision as “an unusual competence in discernment or perception, intelligent foresight”.
Such ventures like business or politics require “men of vision.” Companies require CEOs with vision, and countries
also require leaders with vision. Without the ability to visualize worthy goals and how these can be realized, very little
of importance is achieved.

In the serving the Lord, we desperately need an elevated vision of what it is all about. We need to create greater goals
(what can be done) and also greater objectives (how it can be done). When one looks at the life of Jesus we can see
that Jesus had a great vision: the saving of souls! When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they
were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful but
the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field." (Mat 9:36-38
NIV)

We too need to share in Jesus’ vision and have a vision that is worthy of the “King of kings and Lord of lords.” 1
believe the Lord intends greater things for His church, especially for those servants with a willingness to work (Mt
13:31-33; 1 Cor 16:8-9; Rev 3:8). What does a vision worthy of our Lord’s work require? Perhaps the following
thoughts might be a step in the in the right direction:

Our vision needs to be great. A great vision is to double in attendance every year and to spread the gospel to
thousands in our community each year.

Our vision needs specific action-steps. In order to double in attendance every year, every member of the Lord’s
church will have to invite two people a week and by the end of the year you will likely have at least one person

attending regularly.

Our vision needs faith. We need to have faith in the power of the gospel to save souls (Rom 1:16-17). We also need
to have faith in the power of the Lord to open doors for his servants (I Cor 16:8-9).

Our vision needs boldness. Boldness was a virtue that was often displayed by the early Christian (Acts 4:13, 9:27,
13:46). They also prayed and asked for boldness in sharing the gospel (Acts 4:29).

Our vision needs persistence. Galatians 6:9 teaches us that we should not lose heart and in due time we shall reap a
harvest. 1 Cor 15:58 also encourages us that our labor is not in vain.

In closing let us remember that a vision has a grand scope worthy of its mission (saving souls). It also outlines specific
steps to accomplishing its goal (teaching others). A vision also needs faith in the Lord and boldness and perseverance
in carrying it out. Such a vision is what the people of God need today.

Once again what is your vision? Have you allowed yourself to have “tunnel vision” or a “vision of despair”?

For this New Year heed the words of Jesus:

“Do you not say, 'Four months more and then the harvest'? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are

ripe for harvest.” (John 4:35)

Have Blessed Year!



“Speaking about what we have seen and heard...”  Mark 5:19  Family Matters

One Mind

L. Davies
“Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul...” (Acts 4: 32 ESV)

We find such beauty in the Jerusalem church of the 1% Century, from what is depicted in the book of Acts. This church displayed
true sacrificial love toward one another. ‘One another’ was the theme. The verse quoted above further elucidates this, as we read:
“... no one said that any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in common” (Acts 4:32). Reading
on, we observe how, “There was not a needy person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses sold them and
brought the proceeds of what was sold and laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need” (Acts 4: 34-
25). This is so beautiful! The beauty Jesus died to create! Imagine couples discussing how they could sell their homes and perhaps
buy a smaller house (or in our day maybe move into an apartment). Why? So they could have extra funds to assist the church of
Jesus! Boy ~ what radical love!

In the privilege of learning and teaching the Book of I John, I have grown ever more convicted of how dear indeed the church is to
God. He so wants to protect her, bless her, honor her, sanctify her, be revealed through her - all most clearly shown by His
willingness to initially give His very life for her. I see more clearly how Jesus expects us to equally be willing to imitate Him. How?
By likewise choosing to give our very own lives for her — yes His church (note Paul’s attitude in Col 1:24). Perhaps not death in the
physical sense, or perhaps so (see: John 12:24-25/ 1Jn 3:16). Yet in order for God to work His great love in and through you and I,
we absolutely need to be those that have fully “crucified the flesh with its passions and desires” (Gal 5:24). You see, without this
the Holy Spirit will be trying to compete with other things you desire to do and accomplish. You will have a divided mind, and
hence a divided agenda. So your love will only be partial to the Lord and to His church. Family, it is clear from the text that the
reason the Jerusalem church was able to make such sacrifices for one another was because they were of “one heart and soul”. Yet the
only way an entire church can be of one heart and soul toward one another is if each member is first completely of one mind with the
Lord Jesus. They must have a desire for Jesus’ will to be most effectively accomplished in and through them as a key part of His
body here on earth.

Brethren, love for one another is not optional, it is a command we must¢ pursue to fulfillment, compelled by God’s love toward us.
Those who truly belong to Christ Jesus will be seen doing just this, as their death leaves only this to be pursued! Family, let us strive
for complete oneness in mind with our Lord Jesus, for this will afford us in this lifetime the distinctly beautiful and unique
experience of “oneness of heart and soul” with one another.

“The Lord added to their number...” Acts 2:47 Recent Baptisms
DATE NAME TOWN
L1/14/09 ..o Milton Orderana.........c..ceceeeeevevveneneneneneennenn Richmond Hill
LO/25/09 .ot Rachel Copercini.............. Springfield Gardens (Old Westbury)
TO/T8/09 .t Malekha GOhO ........ccceeeevvieciieeiieeieenns Corona (Stony Brook)
L0/2/09. et Samuel Charles Anim..........ccocoevverieiieieeienieeeen. Central Islip
9/20/09.....eeieeee s Rip Smith ..o Rosedale

“They first gave themselves to the Lord...” 2 Corinthians 8:5

Weekly Budget: $ 9,000

DATE ATTENDANCE CONTRIBUTION
11/1/2009 321 $8,563
11/8/2009 287 $10,009
11/15/2009 270 $6,874
11/22/2009 291 $7,511
11/29/2009 295 $7,291




“She shall be praised...” Proverbs 31:30
The Draw of the World

Adrienne M. Peterson

The world will always be a draw while we live in this flesh. Our Heavenly Father, through Christ Jesus, has
blessed us with salvation, abundant life, His mercy and untold gifts. Even still, some are drawn away from His
saving power. Jesus says in Luke 9:25, “What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, and yet lose or
forfeit his very self?” A rhetorical question! Even if we had all the world can offer, is it worth our soul?! Still,
there are many to whom the world’s draw is irresistible. Let’s look at some Biblical examples of men and
woman ensnared by the draw of the world — not to critique them, but in hopes that we can learn from their
missteps and preserve our own spiritual lives.

Solomon was King over the nation of Israel for over 40 years. As a young boy King Solomon asks God
for wisdom to rule his kingdom, and the Lord graciously responds providing Solomon with wisdom beyond his
years and wealth above any other kingdom. We know King Solomon to have embarked on a pursuit to test all
aspects of worldliness, which he recorded in the Book of Ecclesiastes. There was no part of: wisdom, pleasure,
relationship, work, power, or riches that he did not test or explore. Solomon, though wise, became entrenched
in the delicacies of the world — like a fly to flypaper. He was drawn away from the very God he communicated
with as a child. What a loss! Solomon himself summarizes his exploits in his closing remarks of Ecclesiastes
12: 13-14, “Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep his
commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.” Sadly, his words were more of an admonition to others
rather than a testimony of his own life.

Lot’s wife lived in the wicked city of Sodom with her husband and their two daughters. The
wickedness of this prosperous city cried out to God in Heaven. God’s holiness could not bear to allow this city
to exist any longer and offered Lot, his wife, and his daughters an opportunity to leave this degradation. One
thing was asked of Lot’s family and that was to leave and never look back! Lot’s wife flees the city along with
her husband and daughters, but her heart is in Sodom. There are those of us who love sin and relish its impurity
and dark corruption. Does God not know the heart of everyone, and yet still offer his salvation? There is hope
for all in the kingdom of God: the sinner will be redeemed by God’s gracious favor and given a new heart.
Sodom called to Lot’s wife, and she looked back Gen 19:26... longed for that corrupt city as she was turned
into a pillar of salt. Salvation, a new heart, and a new life were just one town away!

A ruler asked Jesus in Luke 18 what he could do to inherit eternal life and Jesus very graciously
responded, “sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come,
follow me.” Luke 18:22. As we know from Luke’s account, the ruler sadly walked away from Jesus. He had
great wealth and though Jesus offered him treasure in heaven, his worldly possessions held greater value. For
some of us the gifts of God are not tangible enough — we need something to hold, to see, to grasp, and to feel.
John 20:29 teaches, “blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” There is a need to develop a
faith that keeps Heaven, Jesus, and God real...more real than the world in our lives.

The draw of the world is powerful, personal, and real, so be prepared to fight and live against the grain!
The world has something to offer everyone. Though temporary and fading, it’s best to be aware of what pulls at
our individual hearts and minds. Know thyself! Learn from the life of Solomon and use your resources to serve
God. Keep in mind Lot’s wife, as we live in a culture steeped in impurity, and purify your heart and minds with
the Word of God. Lastly, recognize a skeptical, disbelieving heart like we saw in the Ruler and replace it with
a faithful heart and mind. Blessings and best wishes in your journey, sister!



“For the building up of the Body...” Ephesians 4:12

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BBEB

BB

Bible Class: We will not meet for Wednesday night Bible class on December 23" (Long Island and City).
Devotional Services: December 4™ and 18" at 8:00 PM. Please come early to encourage one another.

Single Ministry Kickoff: January 23", 2010, 12-4pm. Registration in the lobby through 12/27. Cost is $20.

Video Library: If you have any items take out from the video library, please make sure they are signed out or return
them if youdbre done with them. Pl ease see Rob Dixon
If you would like to order a cassette tape of a past sermon or seminar, please see Rob Dixon.

We are now reserving the front two rows for people who wish to be prayed with, during the song of invitation. Please
try to find seating elsewhere. Thank you!

3 All announcements should be submitted to David Luhrs.
Address/telephone changes can be e-mailed to directory@licoc.org.

[l] Parking reminder - Public Safety has issued a statement requesting that all church members and visitors refrain
from parking on any grass areas beyond the parking lots surrounding the chapel. Thank you for your cooperation!
MISSIONARY SUPPORT
B APOIOgetiCS Press International
¥ We Care Ministries__________ West Monroe, Louisiana
B RON ClaytONn India
¥ Doug & Lucy Mcbougle Ukraine, Russia
T Long Island Harvest Campaign Central Islip, NY
¥ City Harvest Campaign Queens, NY

“Your faith toward God has gone forth...” 1 Thessalonians 1:8

COMMUNITY BIBLE CLASS MINISTRIES

Long Island Ministry.....(Wednesday 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.)......Robert Carr........ (631) 348-7322
New York Institute of Technology Chapel, Carleton Avenue, Central Islip, N.Y.

City Ministry.............. (Wednesday 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.).....Pedro Gelabert ....(347) 732-2101
House Churches in Rosedale, St Albans and Fresh Meadows in Queens, New York City. Please call for directions.

Spanish Ministry.....(Tuesday 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.)......Charlie Gémez........ (631) 772-2889
New York Institute of Technology Chapel, Carleton Avenue, Central Islip, N.Y.

UPCOMING KINGDOM EVENTS

For anyone wanting to use his/her vacation in a fruitful way, take a vacation to help bring souls to Jesus. :) Join a
“We Care Ministry” soul winning team and help bring people to the Lord. Learn the techniques of the “We Care
Ministry” team leaders: Larry West, Willie Tolison, and Bill Oden. Room and board will be provided. If you have
any questions or need more information, please contact Bob Carr.

We Care Campaign Itinerary

2009-2010 Location
Jan 27 -Feb 7 Phoenix, AX
Mar 19 - Mar 28 Goldthwaite, TX
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