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Roman Persecution (A.D. 64)

• Human Torches, Crucifixions, various 

forms of Roman torture

• Anyone caught with copies of Scripture 

were subject to capital punishment

• The faithful endured, as did the scriptures

THE BIBLE’S DIFFICULT HISTORY



Medieval Catholicism (A.D. 1000-1600)

• Persecution within “Christianity”

• Scriptures were “chained to the pulpits”

• The Bible could only be interpreted by 

teachers and priests

THE BIBLE’S DIFFICULT HISTORY



Medieval Catholicism (A.D. 1000-1600)

• John Wycliffe (1331-1384)

• Spoke out against anti-

biblical practices in the church

• Translated the Bible to English

in 1382

• Was declared a heretic for this “crime”

THE BIBLE’S DIFFICULT HISTORY



Medieval Catholicism (A.D. 1000-1600)

• William Tyndale (1494-1536)

• Published N.T. in English 1524

• Published O.T. in 1534

• Burned at the stake

• Despite all its opposition, the 

Bible sustained and spread wide (KJV)

THE BIBLE’S DIFFICULT HISTORY



Time of Skeptism (A.D. 1600-modern day)

• Known by men as the “Age of Reason”

• Bible is snubbed by “learned” scholars

• Humanism increased, God’s authority 

decreased

• Bible remains the most printed and read 

book in the world

THE BIBLE’S DIFFICULT HISTORY



What the Bible is NOT

• A book of science

• A book fo mathematics

• A book of astrology

• A book of geology

• A history of the world

THE BIBLE’S UNITY



What the Bible IS

• 66 individual books

• Written over a period of 1,600+ years

• Over 40 different writers from 3 continents

• Yet there is still one common message of 

Messiah, God’s redemption of mankind

THE BIBLE’S UNITY



• The biblical writers never claimed to be 

wise enough to write the Scriptures

• Rather, they continually gave credit to 

God

THE BIBLE’S SELF-AFFIRMATION



20 Above all, you must understand that no 

prophecy of Scripture came about by the 

prophet’s own interpretation of things. 21 For 

prophecy never had its origin in the human 

will, but prophets, though human, spoke 

from God as they were carried along by the 

Holy Spirit.

2Peter 1:20-21 (NIV)



16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful 

for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 

training in righteousness, 17 so that the 

servant of God may be thoroughly equipped 

for every good work.

2Timothy 3:16-17 (NIV)



12 What we have received is not the spirit of 

the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so 

that we may understand what God has 

freely given us. 13 This is what we speak, not 

in words taught us by human wisdom but in 

words taught by the Spirit, explaining 

spiritual realities with Spirit-taught words.

1Corinthians 2:12-13 (NIV)



36 Or did the word of God originate with you? 

Or are you the only people it has 

reached? 37 If anyone thinks they are a 

prophet or otherwise gifted by the Spirit, let 

them acknowledge that what I am writing to 

you is the Lord’s command. 38 But if anyone 

ignores this, they will themselves be 

ignored.

1Corinthians 14:36-38 (NIV)



• The biblical writers never claimed to be 
wise enough to write the Scriptures

• Rather, they continually gave credit to 
God

• These statements cannot be ignored, 
either they are the truth or utterly false!

• If they’re speaking truth, then the Bible is 
true and must be believed and obeyed.

THE BIBLE’S SELF-AFFIRMATION



So now what?

• Bible = truth – what should I do with it?

THE BIBLE’S RELEVANCY



47 “If anyone hears my words but does not 

keep them, I do not judge that person. For I 

did not come to judge the world, but to save 

the world. 48 There is a judge for the one 

who rejects me and does not accept my 

words; the very words I have spoken will 

condemn them at the last day.

John 12:47-48 (NIV)



So now what?

• Bible = truth – what should I do with it?

• The Bible will judge us on the last day

THE BIBLE’S RELEVANCY



31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus 
said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are 
really my disciples. 32 Then you will know the 
truth, and the truth will set you free.”
33 They answered him, “We are Abraham’s 
descendants and have never been slaves of 
anyone. How can you say that we shall be 
set free?”
34 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, 
everyone who sins is a slave to sin.

John 8:31-34 (NIV)



So now what?

• Bible = truth – what should I do with it?

• The Bible will judge us on the last day

• As obedient disciples, we are set free 

from the slavery of sin

THE BIBLE’S RELEVANCY



15 What then? Shall we sin because we are not 
under the law but under grace? By no 
means! 16 Don’t you know that when you offer 
yourselves to someone as obedient slaves, you 
are slaves of the one you obey—whether you 
are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to 
obedience, which leads to 
righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God that, 
though you used to be slaves to sin, you have 
come to obey from your heart the pattern of 
teaching that has now claimed your 
allegiance. 18 You have been set free from 
sin and have become slaves to righteousness.

Romans 6:15-18 (NIV)



So now what?

• Bible = truth – what should I do with it?

• The Bible will judge us on the last day

• If we hold to God’s Word, we are set free 

from the slavery of sin

• By committing ourselves to Jesus, we 

become slaves to righteousness

THE BIBLE’S RELEVANCY



33 Do not be misled: “Bad company corrupts 

good character.” 34 Come back to your 

senses as you ought, and stop sinning; for 

there are some who are ignorant of God – I 

say this to your shame.

1Corinthians 15:33-34 (NIV)




