Among all the voices that would speak to us about
life today, one voice stands out—the Bible. Over
the babble of TV talk shows and self-help manuals, the Bible sounds a clear and credible note
about life and how it should be lived.
The Bible has all the action of a good western, the
suspense of a murder-mystery, and the practical
wisdom of the latest best-seller. It is a saga written
over a 1600 year period . . . an epic with a cast of
thousands, set in the most exotic regions of the
world. It is not by accident that the Bible is the
most popular book ever printed.

Oh, we talk about the Bible,
and defend the Bible, and
praise the Bible, and exalt the
Bible. Yes indeed! But many
church members seldom ever
even look into a Bible—indeed
would be ashamed to be seen
reading the Bible. And church
leadership generally seems to
be making no serious effort to
get people to be Bible readers.
Henry Hailey
Hailey’s Bible Handbook

And yet, the Bible is so much more!
It tells the greatest story ever told . . . a tale of good
and evil, love and hate, crosses and crowns. This
book deals with the most crucial issues facing
humanity. Though it knows the depths to which
people can fall, the Bible focuses on the heights to
which they can soar. And the author? None other
than the God of the Universe.
Before we can enjoy the blessings of the Bible, it
is vital that we know the message of the Bible.
Many who claim to believe the Bible as God’s
Word lack a basic acquaintance with the book.
As one survey indicates, only 12 percent of
Bible believers spend any time in the Word on
a daily basis; 34% read the Bible only once
a week; 42% read it sporadically if at all.
If the Bible is so important, why are so
few of us reading and studying it?
Perhaps it is time for God’s people to
stop praising the Bible and start reading it!
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The Book of Books
Within this ample volume lies
The mystery of mysteries.
Happiest they of human race
To whom their God has given grace
To read, to fear, to hope, to pray,
To lift the latch, to force the way;
But better had they ne’er been born
That read to doubt or read to scorn.
Sir Walter Scott
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Does your Bible sit on a shelf and collect cobwebs? Do you use it more as a paperweight or a
coaster than as a source of spiritual nourishment?
does the T.V. Guide get more use in your home
than the Word of God?
Today, we begin a study of the entire Bible in one
year. The purpose of the Look at the Book
program is to give each of us a broad understanding of the Bible’s message. Personal reading,
sermons, Bible classes—all will be geared toward
this end.
1. Bible Reading—On the last page of this
Manual is a schedule of Bible reading that will
allow us to read through the major portion of
the Bible in the approximate order in which it
was written. This schedule not only encourages us to read the Bible consistently but to
learn when events occurred and where various
books and people fit into the big picture of the
Bible.
2. Weekly Bible Study - As we read through
the Bible this year, we will be studying through
the Bible on Sundays. The book[s] we read
each week will be the focus of the sermons and
adult classes on the Lord’s Day. We don’t have
to tackle the Bible alone! Each Sunday, we can
come together with other readers to study,
learn and be encouraged.
Look at the Book is an invitation to embark on
what could be the most exciting year of your
Christian life. Taking time each day to listen to
God, and spending time each week to study his
Word, is one of the most rewarding and maturing
things we could do this coming year.
Would you make a commitment to Look at the
Book with us this year? There is reading to be
done, notes to be taken, questions to be asked, and
answers to be sought. But the goal is worthy of the
effort—a better understanding of God’s revelation to the human race. So dust off your Bible, and
bring it with you to worship—we are about to take
a good, hard Look at the Book.

Bible Reading
The major objective of this year will be to encourage personal Bible reading. Most of us want to be
better acquainted with God’s book, but lack either
the discipline or the tools to become familiar with
what God has revealed through his Word.
Look at the Book is designed to give each of
us the encouragement and structure we all need to
succeed in the resolution to read through the
whole Bible in a year. We hope to do this through
several means:

A Bible Reading Schedule
On pg. 8 of this manual, you will find a schedule
of reading for each week of the year. On most
weeks, you will have a single book to read. Some
weeks, several shorter books make up the reading.
By following this schedule, you will be able to
read through the bulk of the Bible during the year.
[Some books—like 1 & 2 Chronicles—are not
covered because they are mostly repetition of
material found elsewhere.] You may choose to
read a little each day, in which case the normal
reader should take no more than 20-30 minutes to
cover the material. You may find it more convenient to read the entire book at one sitting. Some
people purchase the Bible on audio-tape and listen during the commute to work!
In our hectic world, time is at a premium. Does it
take time to read through the Bible in a year?
Certainly. It is tragic, though, that so many
Christians claim to be too busy to read the Bible.
If you are too busy to spend time with God’s word,
perhaps you are too busy!

Chronological Approach
Unlike some systems of Bible reading, Look at
the Book does not follow the ordering of books
that has become standard in our Bibles. Instead,
a chronological approach is used. Books are read
in the approximate order in which they were
written or in the order in which events occurred.
This schedule not only allows us to read through
the Bible, but helps us get a feel for when events

happened and how books fit into the big picture of
the Bible story. Most of us know, for instance,
that Paul wrote a book called Galatians. Did you
realize, however, that Galatians was probably the
first New Testament book to be written, and gives
us our earliest insight into the issues faced by the
early church? A chronological reading of the
Bible alerts us to these kinds of issues, and helps
us make sense of the Bible as a whole.

Aids for Understanding
One of the greatest barriers to Bible reading is the
feeling that the Bible is hard to understand and
apply. We hope to overcome this barrier, in part,
by providing you with material which will enrich
your understanding of the books you read. as you
read Genesis, for instance, we want to help you get
the most out this book by explaining its background and theme, providing a brief outline of the
major points and events, showing how and where
Genesis talks about Christ, and putting the book in
a historical perspective.

Accountability
The final thing all of us need is a check to make
sure we are being consistent with our reading.
Like dieting or exercise, Bible reading is easy to
start—sticking with it is the difficult part! Each
week we will keep a count of “Bible Readers”—
those who have done the readings during the
course of the week. A friendly competition between the Adult Bible classes, to determine which
class had the highest percentage of Daily Bible
Readers, will encourage us to be consistent with
and committed to our reading.
There is only one word of caution we need to give
about spending this much time with God’s word.
The Bible is “living and active, sharper than any
two-edged sword.” You can’t read this book
without it changing you. A year spent reading the
Bible will result in a different “you.” You will be
a better person at the end of the year if you commit
yourself this first Sunday to Look at the
Book.
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Sundays
During
the Year

Weekly Bible Study
As you are reading through the Bible during the
year, we will also be studying through the Bible on
Sundays. The particular book[s] you read each
week will be the focus of the sermons and (perhaps, depending on how your congregation decides to implement Look at the Book) the
adult Bible classes on the Lord’s Day.
Every Sunday, a new book of the Bible will be
explored. During this year, we will study through
most of the 66 books of the Bible. Though we
cannot do an indepth study of any one book in just
two sermons and a Bible class, we do hope to
provide an understanding of the major themes of
each book and show how it contributes to the story
of the Bible as a whole. Like someone eating at a
buffet, we don’t intend to digest everything on the
table but only to sample the best of each dish.

Sunday A.M. Sermon
The purpose of Sunday morning sermons this year
will be to carefully study one small part of each
book. We may focus on a particular story in the
book that teaches us an important lesson for
living. We may study a principle or theme that
needs to be re-emphasized in the church today.
Whatever the particular topic, there will be two
ulterior motives in each of the Sunday morning
lessons.

Great scholars of the Bible
are not necessarily great
Christians. But great
Christians have always
been committed students
of God’s Word.
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First, we want to show how to dig deeper into a
book, and thus turn Bible reading into Bible study.
We hope to model study methods that you can
apply to other sections of the book to gain a deeper
understanding of God’s word. Many of us know
the frustration of only skimming the surface in our
Bible study. If we can learn some of the skills that
good preachers and teachers bring to the study of
a book - skills which allow them to draw lessons
from a passage that many of us pass right over - we
can enter a whole new world of understanding.

Secondly, we want to emphasize application of
the Bible. The Bible is intended to make a
difference in our lives. Things which were written
to Jews 3000 years ago are just as relevant to
Americans today. Each sermon on Sunday morning will be designed to hep us put God’s word into
practice. It is worthy to note that great scholars of
the Bible are not necessarily great Christians. But
great Christians have always saturated themselves
with the Word of God.

Sunday Adult Bible Classes
Most congregations will choose to continue the
Look at the Book theme by focusing on the
same book we have just read and heard a sermon
about. Though the focus will be the same, the
methods will be different.
First, these classes will encourage you to keep up
your personal reading and study of the Bible. The
percentage of “Bible Readers” in your class will
be tabulated, and the winning class recognized
each week. You cannot be counted as a “reader”
unless you completed all the assigned reading.

Sunday P.M. Sermon
Again, though this will differ from church to
church depending on what each congregation
decides is in its own best interest, many churches
decide to end each Sunday with one more look at
the book of the week. Perhaps there will be a
general overview and summary of the book. Perhaps you will spend some time learning about
such things as the author, date, and setting of the
book. Perhaps you will think about why a particular book was written, how it fits into the Bible as
a whole, and what it says to Christians today?
One of the most exciting things a church can do
with their Sunday evening program is to look at
Christ in the book. Every book of the Bible point
to Jesus. What does a particular book teach about
the Messiah? Are there prophecies or principles
that apply directly to Jesus? What do we learn
about Christ (and God) from this book?
We want to encourage you to keep a notebook or
file of the information you will be provided (around
200 pages!). It will prove to be an invaluable
resource in years to come.

Secondly, the Bible classes will provide a forum
for questions and discussion on the book you have
read. Did you not understand something in your
reading? Ask the teacher and let the other members of the class help you with your question. Was
there a theme or idea that caught your attention?
Use the class period as a time to talk about that
particular issue. Though we can’t guarantee infallible answers, the struggle to find solutions will be
healthy and profitable.
Finally, your teachers will spend some time looking at a section of the book they found particularly
interesting. Whatever the subject, this will be one
more opportunity to think a little more carefully
about part of God’s word and to apply God’s
teaching in a practical manner.
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A Handout Each Week
Each week you will receive a handout focusing on
the book you are about to read. It is designed to
help you get more out of your time in God’s Word.
The handouts all follow a similar format:

Background
This section gives you a brief overview of the
“Book of the Week.” By discussing the author,
setting, and plot of the book, you are encouraged to put each book in context.

Key Text
The central passage of each book is quoted.
Memorizing these verses will help you to grasp
the heart of the Bible’s message.

Theme
A brief list helps you know at a glance why
each book was written and what each book was
trying to accomplish.

Sermon Outlines
This is the only tricky part of the Look at the
Book program. Each Sunday, you receive the
handout for the next week’s reading—so that
you have the information about a book as you
read it. The sermon outline included in the
handout, however, is for this week’s sermon—
so you can follow along and be a better listener.
For example, the sermon outline in the first
handout is The B-I-B-L-E . . . a look at the
sacrifices people were willing to make so that
we could have a Bible. Everything else in the
handout, however, is focused on Genesis. The
second handout will include a sermon outline
on Genesis (as you think about the book you
have just read), but everything else in the
handout will focus on Exodus (the book you
will be reading next). Got it?
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to Enhance Your Study
Outline of Book
A good outline is one of the most helpful means
of grasping what a book is about. Each week,
this section gives a bird’s-eye view of the
“Book of the Week.”

Small Group Study
Each handout includes a Bible study designed
for use in homes and other small group settings.
Each study, of course, is based on the reading
for that week. Bible class teachers may also
find helpful questions for dialogue.

Christ in the Book
The Bible, from first to last, is the story of
Jesus. What does each book teach us about the
Messiah? What are the prophecies or principles
which apply to him? This section highlights the
way Christ is taught in every book.

Major Lessons
A list of the important teachings of each book is
provided. Ideas for Bible classes or Sunday
evening sermons can be gleaned from this
material.
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Schedule
Week

Handout Title

Handout Page #

Jan 5 3 Genesis: The Drama Begins ....................... 1-4
Jan

Week

Handout Title

Handout Page #

Jun 28
Jun
27 Malachi: Sounds of Silence .............. 101-104

Jan 12
Jan
10 Exodus: God Comes Down ......................... 5-8

Jul 54
Jul

Jan 19
Jan
17 Leviticus: Making a Holy People ............. 9-12

Jul 12
Jul
11 Luke: Jesus the Man ........................... 109-112

Jan 26
Jan
24 Numbers: Obey or Pay ........................... 13-16

Jul 19
Jul
18 Acts I: Can’t Keep a Good Man Down .. 113-116

Feb 231 Deuteronomy: Blessings and Curses .... 17-20
Jan

Jul 26
Jul
25 Acts II: How the West was Won ..... 117-120

Feb 97 Job: Why Me, Lord? ................................ 21-24
Feb

Aug21 Galatians: Born Free ....................... 121-124
Aug

Feb 16
Feb
14 Joshua: Canaan or Bust .......................... 25-28

Aug
Aug98 1 /2 Thessalonians: Christian Primer ... 125-128

Feb 23
Feb
21 Judges: On Again, Off Again .................. 29-32

Aug 16
Aug
15 1 Corinthians: One in the Spirit ..... 129-132

Mar28
1 Ruth: Love Story ..................................... 33-36
Feb

Aug 23
Aug
22 2 Corinthians: Imitation of Christ .. 133-136

Mar78 1 Samuel: Take Me to Your Leader ....... 37-40
Mar

Aug
Aug3029 Romans: To Rome with Love ........... 137-140

Mar 14
15 2 Samuel: The Best of Times ................. 41-44
Mar

Sep 65 James: Practice What You Preach .... 141-144
Sep

Mar
Mar 21
22 Psalms: The Song Book .......................... 45-48

Sep 13
Sep
12 Mark: Jesus the Servant ..................... 145-148

Mar
Mar 28
29 1 Kings: The Good, Bad & Ugly I........... 49-52

Sep 20 Ephesians: Give Peace a Chance ..... 149-152
Sep19

April45 Proverbs: Mini-Pearls ............................. 53-56
Apr

Sep
26 Colossians: To Know Him ............... 153-156
Sep 27

Apr 11
12 Ecclesiastes: Wine, Women, & Song .. 57-60
Apr

Oct 43
Oct

Apr 18
19 2 Kings: The Good, Bad, & Ugly II ......... 61-64
Apr

Oct 11
Oct
10 1 /2 Timothy: Never Say Die .......... 161-164

Apr
Apr25
26 Pre-Exilic Prophets: Apocalypse Now ..... 65-68

Oct 18
Oct
17 Titus: Sharp Focus ............................. 165-168

May 32 Isaiah I: Dare to Discipline .................... 69-72
May

Oct
Oct2524 1 /2 Peter & Jude: Going Gets Tough ... 169-172

May
9 Isaiah II: Glimpses of Glory ................. 73-76
May 10

Nov 131 Matthew: Jesus the King ................. 173-176
Oct

May
16 Jeremiah: Going, Going, Gone! ............ 77-80
May 17

Nov 87 Hebrews: New and Improved ........... 177-180
Nov

May 24
May
23 Ezekiel: Towering Inferno ...................... 81-84

Nov 15
Nov
14 John: Jesus the God/Man ................... 181-184

May 31
May
30 Daniel: Dream Weaver ............................ 85-88

Nov 22
Nov
21 1 /2 /3 John: Confident Christians .. 185-188

Jun
June67 Post-Exilic Prophets: Recess is Over ....... 89-92

Nov 29
Nov
28 Revelation: When Worlds Collide .. 189-192

Jun
Jun 13
14 Esther: Foiled Holocaust ........................ 93-96

Dec 65 The Battle for the Bible ............... 193-194
Dec

Gospels: Greatest Story Ever Told .... 105-108

Philippians: United We Stand ......... 157-160

Jun
Jun 20
21 Ezra /Nehemiah: Follow the Leader 97-100

Instructions:
There are 49 weeks in the Look at the Book
program. The date to the left of each line
indicates the Sunday on which you will receive
a particular handout. You will receive the
handout the Sunday before you do the reading.

For example, you will receive the handout for
Genesis on Jan
Jan5.3. You should read through
Genesis during the following week and come
prepared to dig a little deeper into the book
the next Sunday during worship and Bible
class.

